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( r)  And  he  hop'd  they  did  not  thinks  the  Silent 
Woman, 

The  Poland  the  AJchymi  ^outdone  by  no  Man . & 

Apollo ft  opt  him  there , ctnd  hid  him  not  go  on , 

’Twas  Merit , he  faid,  and  not  Trejumption 

xJMuft  carry  t ; at  'which  Ben.  turn'd  about 7 

And  in  great  C holler  offer'd  to  go  out : 

Buty 

Thofe  that  were  there , thought  it  not  Jit 

To  dif content  Jo  ancient  a iVit ; 

And  therefore  Apollo  call'd  him  hack  ageny 

And  made  him  mine  Hoft  of  his  own  New-Inn. 

I know  nothing  elfe  publifhed  by  our  Au- 
thor; only  I have  read  a Letter  (f)  from  Mr. 
James  Howell  to  Dr.  ‘Duppa,  ( then  Bifhop  of 
Chicbeftery  and  Tutor  to  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, when  Prince  of  IVales ) that  he  was  pub- 
lifhing  a Piece  call’d,  ? ohnfonus  Verhius\  to// 
which  Mr.  Howell  contributed  a T>ecaftich.  I 
know  not  what  Reception  Mr.  Howell's  Verfes 
met  with  in  the  World ; but  I am  confident, 
he  had  willingly  allowed  Mr.  Oldham's  Ode 
(had  he  then  liv’d)  a place  in  the  firft  Rank  of 
Poets.  The  Title  fufficiently  explains  the  De 
fign ; and  the  Reader  may  find  it  commended 
by  an  Ingenious  Copy  of  Verfes  addrefl  to  the 
Bifhop  by  Sir  IV.  D'Avenant.  See  his  Poems 
Fol.Edit.  p.  2y$. 

Hedied  An.  2).  itfg 7.  being  aged  65.  and  was  =• 

(t)  I unaerftand  not  this  Couplet,  without  the  Exprcfsion  b- 
taken  after  the  Greek  manner,  where  two  Negative?  make  an  Af- 
firmative ; and  then  they  do  vehimcmfas  wgaic,  ( f ) Fa  mi  Hit 
Letters  Vel,  i,Se(t  6,  Let,  3J. 

U buried 

S' 
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buried  in  St.  Refer  s Church  in  JVeJiminJlcY , on 
the  Wefl-fide  near  the  Belfry  ; having  only  a 
plain  Stone  over  his  Grave,  with  this  Infcri- 
ption ; 

0 RARE  BEN  JOHNSON 

’Tis  manifefl,  that  a better  Monument  was 
defign’d  him,  by  fome  Friends ; but  the  Civil 
Wars  breaking  out,  hindred  their  good  Inten- 
tions : tho’  it  {hall  not  prevent  me  from  tran- 
fcribing  an  Elegy  written  by  a Studious  Friend 
and  Admirer  6f  Ben.  Johnfoh  \ which  I wifli 
were  fet  upon  his  Grave. 

Hie  Tohnfonus  nojler  Lyrkorum , ‘Dramatico- 
Coryphaus,  qui  Ballade  aufpice  laurum 
a Gracia  tpfag,  Roma  rapuit , fofattjh  Omine 
in  Britt  aniam  tranftulit  nojlram , nunc  invidia 
major , fato^  nec  tamen  amulis  cejjit.  An. 
Dom.  1 637.  IdT>W.  (*) 

'^'Thomas  Jordan. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  who  could  both  write  and  a£c 
Plays  ; as  appears  from  three  Drammas  he  has 
publifht,  and  from  a Tragedy,  call’d  MeJ]alinay 
in  which  he  ailed  the  part  of  Lepiday  Mother 
to  that  fhamelcfs  Emprefs.  His  Plays  are  two 
Comedies,  and  a Mafque;  viz. 

Fancies  Festivals,  a Mafque,  printed  af.Lond. 

16 This,  I have  not  at  prefent,  but  have 

formerly  read  it  with  fatisfailion,  and  ftill  re- 
tain the  following  Lines  fpoken  by  a Souldier ; 

(#)  Wood)  At.tiq.  Oxon. 

God, 
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God,  and  the  Souldi^L  Men  alike  adore , 

Juft  at  the  brink  of  wmger,  and  no  more : 

The  danger paft  both  are  alike  requite dy 
God  is  forgotten , and  the  Souldier  flighted. 

tjMoneyis  an  Afs,  a Comedy  ailed  with  good 
applaufe  printed  40.  Lond.  1668.  I fuppofe  by 
the  Stile,  this  was  writ  (and  poilibly  publifh’d) 
fome  Years  before  ;^it  being  a common  thing 
with  Mr .Kirkman,  to  publiOi  old  Plays  ; as,  Any 
thing  for  a Quiet  Life ; Cure  for  a Cuckold ; 
Gammer  Gurtons  Needle , and  many  others. 

^ JValf^ r of  Iflington,  and  Hogfdon,  with  the 
Humors  of  Woodflreet-Compter ; a Comedy, 
publickly  ailed  Nineteen  Days  together,  with 
extraordinary  applaufe  ; printed  40.  Lond. 1657, 
and  dedicated  to  the  true  Lover  of  Ingenuity^ 
the  much  Honour’d  Richard Cheyny,oi Hackney , 
Efq;  This  Play  in  thofe  days  was  commended  0 
by  a Copy  of  Verfes,  written  by  R.  C.  Mailer 
of  Arts ; part  of  which  are  thus  : 


Thefe  Walks  'twixt  Iflington  ^ Hogfdon, 

( Like  thofe  ' twixt  Tempe  and  Par natths  Hill) 
Show,  how  the  dMnfes  in  their f port full  Rage, 
Set  all  the  Town  a walking  to  your  Stage , 

IVith  fo  much  Wit , and  Art , and  Judgment  laid. 
That  Nineteen  dayes  together  they  were  play'd. 
Now  by  the  bounty  of  the  TreJ's  we  be 
Toft 'ey  d of  that  which  we  before  did  fee, 

Not  pleafing  only  Nineteen  times  read  o' re , 
But  Nineteen  Ages , or  till  Times  no  more. 


William 


U a • 


jc8  An  Account  of  the 

W illian^J  oyner. 

A Gentleman  born  in  Oxfordjhire , and  Ldu 
cated  in  Magdalen  Colledge,  where  he  was 
fometime  Fellow;  but  upon  the  Change  of  his 
Religion , or  in  order  to  it , he  voluntarily 
quitted  his  Place,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Wars.  After  he  left  the  Colledge,  he  betook 
himfelf  to  a retir’d  Life,  never  intermedlmg 
with  the  Controveriies  of  Religion,  or  the  Af- 
fairs of  State  : which  prudent  Demeanor, joyn- 
ed  with  the  Sweetnefs  of  his  Difpofiuon,  con- 
tinued him  in  the  Favour  and  Good-will  of  the 
Society;  till  the  New-modelling  of  the  Col- 
ledge,under  the  Ecclejiajlkal  C ommijjioners ; by 
whom  he  was  re-placed  in  his  former  Station : 
but  did  not  long  enjoy  it,  the  Colledge  being 
fliortly  after  again  reltored  to  its  former  Settle- 
ment. That  he  did  not  wholly  bid  Adieu  to 
the  Mufes , when  he  full  withdrew  from  the 
Univerfny,  may  appear  by  a 'Dramma  that  he 
publifh’d  under  the  Name  of 

7 he  Roman  Emprefs , a Tragedy  aded  at  the 
Royal  Theatre  by  his  Ma  jellies  Servants; 
printed  Eond.  i^^i.  and  dedicated  to  the 
Honourable  Sir  Charles  Sidley . This  Play  in 
ipight  of  a dead  Vacation,  and  fome  other  Im- 
pediments, found  the  applaufe  and  approba- 
tion of  the  Theatre,  as  oft  as  it  appear’d.  The 
Author  has  propos’d  the  Oedipus  and Hippolitus 
for  his  pattern  ; and  I think  it  may  jultly  de- 
fer ve  to  be  obferv’d,  That  his  Tragedy  is  writ 
in  a more  Mafculine,  and  lofty  Stile  tnan  moll 
Plays  of  this  Age ; and  Terror  and  Compaflion 

being 
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being  the  chief  hinges  on  which  he  defign’d 
his  Tragedy  fhould  turn  ; he  has  judicioufly 
re  jelled  what  he  calls  the  Gingling  Antithefcs 
of  Love  and  Honour.  By  the  Advice  of  Friends, 
he  tells  us, that  he  hath  difguis’d  theNames : yet 
that  this  Emperour  was  One  of  the  Greateft 
that  ever  Ro?ne  boafted.  I am  apt  to  believe, 
that  under  the  Chara£ler  of  Malentius,  the  Au- 
thor means  Conjlantine  the  Great ; and  that 
CnJ'pus , and  his  Mother-in-law  Faujiina , are 
fhadow’d  under  the  Charafters  of  Flows  and 
Fulvia : but  this  being  only  Conje&ure,  I’muft 
leave  it  to  the  Criticks  Decifion. 

Our  Author  has  nothing  elfe  in  print  that 
I know  of,  except  a little  Book  entituled  Some 
Obfervations  on  the  Life  of  Cardinal  Reginalds 
Polus;  where  he  difguifes  his  Name  under  thefe 
two  Letters,  G.  L . which  I take  to  be  GuilieU 
mus  Lyde , the  Ancient  Name  of  that  Family : 
’Tis  printed  8°.  Lond.  1686.  In  this  Book,  the 
Reader  is  made  acquainted  not  only  with  the 
Authors  Reading,  Stile,  and  Judgment ; but  his 
skill  in  the  French , and  Italian,  Languages. 


K. 

Henry  Killegrew.^ 

AN  Author  who  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  writ  a Play,  call’d 
Confptracy , a Tragedy  printed  40.  Londi6%8. 
This  Play  was  defign’d  for  an  Entertainment 
of  the  King  and  Queen  at  TV^Houfe,  at  the 
Nuptials  of  the  Lady  Mary  Villiers,  and  the 
^ U 3 Lord 
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Lord  Charles  Herbert.  Twas  afterwards  a&ed 
on  the  Black-fry  or  s Stage,  (a)  and  found  the  ap- 
probation of  the  moll  Excellent  Perfons  of  th;s 
kind  of  Writing  which  were  in  that  time,  if 
there  were  ever  better  in  any  time  ; Benjohn- 
Jon , being  then  alive,  who  gave  a Teflimony  of 
this  Peice  even  tQ  be  envy  a.  Some  Cavillers  at 
its  firil  Reprelenta^ion  at  Blackfryars,  exclaim’d 
againfi  the  Indecorum  that  appear’d  in  the  part 
of  Oleander,  who  being  reprefented  as  a Per  ion 
of  ieventeen  years  old,  is  made  to  fpeak  words, 
that  would  better  fute  with  the  Age  of  Thirty; 
-faying,  It  was  monftrous  and  impoffible  : but 
the  Author  was  fufficiently  vindicated  by 
the  Lord  Vilcount  Faulkland. ’ who  made  the 
following  Reparteq,  to  One  of  thefe  Hyper  cri- 
tic ks  \ ‘Sir,  ’tis  not  altogether  fo  monftrous, 
‘and  impoffible,  for  One  of  Seventeen  Years 
1 to  fpeak  at  fuch  a rate  ; when  He  that  made 
‘him  fpeak  in  that  manner, and  writ  the  whole 
4 Play,  was  Hunfelf  no  Older.  This  Impreffion 
was  printed  without  the  Authors  confent,from 
a falle  and  an  imperfect  Tranfcript,  the  Ori- 
ginal Copy  being  (with  the  Author)  in  Italy  ; 
fo  that  it  might  rather  be  call’d  the  Firfl  De- 
fign,  or  Foul  Draught,  than  a True  Copy. 
rl  his  occafioned  a new  Edition,  and  the  Pub- 
lifher  impos’d  oh  it  a New  Title,  that  it  might 
fhew  as  little  Affinity  as  poffible,  to  (what  he 
calls)  its  Anti-type;  Riling  it, 

Tallantus  and  Eudora , a Tragedy,  printed 
fob  Lond.  i6yg.  To  this  Edition,  I recom- 
mend the  Reader,  rente mbnng  that  of  Martial 
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vJMultum  crede  mihi , refert , a fonte  bibatur 
QucO  fluit , an  pigro  qiu* Jlupet  unda  lacu. 

Thomas  Killegrew. 

A Gentleman  well  known  at  Court,  having 
been  Page  of  Honour  to  King  Charles  the  Firft, 
and  Groom  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  King  Charles 
the  Second,  with  whom  he  endur’d  twenty 
Years  Exile.  During  his  abode  beyond  Sea, 
he  took  a view  of  France 7 Italy , and  Spain ; and 
was  Honoured  by  his  Majefty  with  the  Credi- 
table Employ  of  Rcfident  at  the  State  of  Ve- 
nice, whither  he  was  fent  in  Auguft  i6yr.  Du- 
ring his  Abfence  from  his  Country,  he  di- 
verted himfelf  -with  the  Mufes,  writing  fe- 
veral  Playes,  of  which  Sir  John  Denham  (in  a 
jocular  way)  takes  notice  in  his  Copy  of  Ver- 
ges on  our  Author’s  Return  from  his  Embaflie 
from  Venice  ( h). 

I. 

Our  Rejident  Tom, 

From  Venice  is  come , 

And  hath  left  the  St  at ef man  behind  him  : 
Talks  at  the fame  pitch , 

Is  as  wife , is  as  rich , 

And jujl  where  you  left  him  you  find  him . 

But  who  fays  he  was  not 
A man  of  much  Tlot 
dMay  repent  that  falfe  Accufation  \ 

Having  plotted  and  pennd 
Six  Plays  to  attend 
TheFaxcejf  his  Negotiation. 

(bj  Dcibun' % Poems,  p.  70. 

u4 


Tho' 
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Tho?  Sir  John  'Denham  mentions  but  fix,  our 
Author  writ  nine  Plays  in  his  Travells,  and 
two  at  Z.0ff*/0«;amongifc  which  his  Don  Thomafo, 
in  two  parts,  and  his  Tarforis  FVedding,  will  al- 
ways be  valu’d  by  the  belt  Judges  and  Admirers 
of  Draraatick  Poetry.  Of  thefc  Eleven  Plays, 

I fhall  fpeak  in  their  Order. 

Bellamira  her  Dream , or  Love  of  Shadows , a 
Tragi-comedy,  the  firlt  Part,  printed  fol.  Lond. 

1 663.  written  in  Venice,  and  dedicated  to  the 
Lady  Mary  Vilhers , Dutchefs  of  Richmond  and 
Lenox . 

Bellamira  her  Dream , the  fecond  Part,  a 
Tragi-comedy,  written  in  Venice  \ printed  fol. 
Lond.  1663.  and  dedicated  to  the  Lady  Anne 
Vilhers , Countefs  of  Effex. 

Ciciha  and Clorinda,  or  Love  in  Arms , a Tra- 
gi-comedy, the  firft  Part, printed  fol.Lond.1663. 
written  m Turin , and  dedicated  to  the  Lady 
Anne  Villiers , Countefs  of  Morton. 

Cicilia  and  Clorinda , the  fecond  Part,  a Tragi- 
comedy printed  fol.  Lond.  166 3.  written  in  Flo - 
rence  in  Atigujt  16$  1 .and  dedicated  to  the  Lady 
Dorothy  Sidney , Countefs  of  Sunderland.  The 
firft  Scene  between  Amadeo , Lucius , and  Man - 
Zwj,  feems  copied  from  the  Charailers  of  Agla- 
tidas , Ar tabes,  and  Megabifes , in  the  Grand 
Cyrus ; lee  the  Hiftory  of  Aglatidas  and  yftfze- 
y/m,  Part  1.  Book  3. 

Claracilla , a Tragi-comedy,  printed  Folio 
Lond.  1663.  written  in  Rome , and  dedicated  to 
his  Dear  Sifter  the  Lady  Shannon.  On  this  - 
Plav,  and  The  Trif oners,  Mr.  Carthwright  has 
writ  an  ingenious  Copy  of  Verfes,  which  the 

Reader 
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Reader  may  find  amongft  his  Poems,  p.  25*8. 

Parfons  Wedding,  a Comedy  printed  Folio 
Lond.  1 663.  written  at  Bajil  in  Switzerland, 
and  dedicated  to  the  Lady  Urfiila  Bartu, Widow. 
This  Play  was  reviv’d  at  the  Old  Theatre,  in 
little  Lincolns-Inn-fields,  and  afted  all  by  Wo-  i~ 
men,  a new*  Prologue  and  Epilogue  being  fpo- 
ken  by  Mrs.  Marfloal  in  Man’s  Cloaths,  which 
the  Reader  may  find  printed  in  Covent-Garden 
Drollery,  80.  pag.  3.  fee.  The  Intrigue  of  Care- 
lejs  and  Wild  circumventing  the  Lady  Wild, 
and  Mr s.PleaJ'ance  into  Marriage,  is  an  Incident 
in  feveral  Plays,  as  Ram- Alley,  Antiquary , &c. 
but  in  none  fo  well  manag’d  as  in  this  Play. 

Pilgrim,  a Tragedy  printed  Fol.  Lond.  1663. 
written  in  Paris  in  the  Year  165*1.  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Countefs  of  Carnarvan. 

Pi  incefs , or  Love  at fir (l fight,  aT ragi-co  medy 
printed  Fol.  Lond.  1663.  written  in  Naples, and 
dedicated  to  his  Dear  Neece,  the  Lady  Anne 
Wentworth,  Wife  to  the  Lord  Lovelace. 

Prifoners,  a Tragi-comedy  printed  Pol. Lond. 
1663.  written  in  London , and  dedicated  to  his 
Dear  Neece,  the  Lady  Crompton. 

Thotnafo , ox  The  W under er , a Comedy  in  two 
Parts,  printed  Fol.  Lond.  1663.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Fair  and  Kind  Friends  of  Prince  Pala- 
tine Polexander . In  the  firft  part  of  this  Play 
the  Author  has  borrow’d  feveral  Ornaments, 
as  the  Song  fung  by  Angelica  Aft  2.  Sc.  3.  is  ta- 
ken from  Fletchers  Play  call’d  The  Captain  A&y 
He  has  made  ufe  of  Benjohnfon  confiderably, 
for  not  only  the  Character  of  Lopus,  but  even 
the  very  Words  are  copied  from  Johnfons  Fox, 

where 
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where  Vulpone  perfonates  Scoto  of  Mantua : as 
the  Reader  will  fee  by  comparing  A<ft  4.  Sc.  2. 
of  this  Play,  with  that  of  the  Fox , A£i  2.  Sc.  2. 

I do  not  believe  that  our  Author  defign’d  to 
conceal  his  Theft,  fince  he  is  fo  juft  to  acknow- 
ledge a Song  againft  Tealoufy,  which  he  bor- 
row’d, and  was  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Carew, 
Cup-bearer  to  King  Charles  the  Firft;  and  fung 
in  a Mafque  at  JVhitehatt , An.  1 633. 

4 Chorus  (lays  he)  I prefume  to  make  ufe  ofnere, 

1 becaufe  in  the  firft  defign,  ’twas  writ  at  my 
1 requeft,  upon  a Difpute  held  betwixt  Mrs. 
e iCicilia  Crofts  and~  my  ielf  where  he  was  pre- 
* fent;  (lie  being  then  Maid  of  Honor:  this  I 
1 have  let  down,  left  any  man  fhould  believe 
< me  fo  loolilh  as  to  fteal  fuch  a Poem  from  fo 
1 famous  an  Author ; or  fo  vain  as  to  pretend 
1 to  the  making  of  it  my  felf.  Certainly  there- 
fore, if  he  fc ru pled  to  rob  Mr.  Carew , he 
would  much  more  Mr.  Johnfon , whole  Fame 
as  much  exceeded  the  others,  as  his  Writings 
and  Compofitions  are  better  known:  How- 
ever it  be,  I am  fure  he  is  not  the  only  Poet 
that  has  imp’d  his  Wings  with  Mr.  Johnfon  s 
Feathers,  and  if  every  Poet  that  borrows, 
knew  as  well  as  Mr.  Killegrew  how  to  difpofe 
of  it,  ’twould  certainly  be  very  excufable.  All 
thefe  Plays  are  printed  together  in  One  Volume 
S in  Folio  Lond.  16(34. 

A Sir  William  Killegrew. 

A Gentleman  who  by  his  Writings,  and  ho- 
nourable  Station  in  the  Court  (being  Vice  - 
Chamberlain  to  the  Queen  Dowager,)  is  well 

known. 
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kn^vn.  He  is  the  Author  of  Four  Plays, which 
have  been  applauded  (whether  with  Jullice 
or  no  I leave  to  the  Cnticks)  by  Men,  who 
have  thetnfelves  been  reputed  Eminent  for 
Poetry,  as  Mr.  tValler^  Sr.  Robert  StapletonfAr. 
Lodowick l Carlell \ and  others  : I fhall  therefore 
only  acquaint  the  Reader  with  their  feveral 
Titles,  and  fubmit  them  to  his  further  judg- 
ment. 

Ormafdes , or  Love  and  Friendjhipy  a Tragi- 
comedy. 

Pandora , or  The  Converts ,a  Comedy. 

Selindra , a Tragi-comedy. 

Siege  of  Ur  bin,  a Tragi-comedy. 

All  thefe  Plays  were  printed  together  in  Folio, 
Oxon  1 666. 

There  is  ajiother  Play  afcrib’d  to  our  Au- 
thor call’d  The  Imperial  Tragedy , printed  Fol. 
Lond.  1 669.  the  chief  part  was  taken  out  of  a 
Latine  Play,  and  very  much  alter’d  by  him 
for  his  own  diverfion.  But  upon  the  Impor- 
tunity of  Friends,  he  was  prevailed  with  to 
have  it  publifht ; but  without  Name  : becaufe 
many  do  cenfure  Plays  according  to  their  O- 
pinions  of  the  Author  : The  Plot  is  founded  on 
the  Hiftory  of  Zeno  the  Twelfth  Emperor  of 
Conjlantinople  after  Conftantine.  Several  Authors 
have  writ  his  Story,  as  Marcellinus , Caffiodorus , 
Cedrenus , Evagrius , Zonoras , Baronius , &c. 

John  Kirke. 

A Writer,  in  the  Reign  of  Kin  ^Charles  the 
Firft,  of  a Play  call’d  The  Seven  Champions  of 
Chrijlendome : a£ied  at  the  Cock-pit , and  at  the 

Red 
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Red  Bull  in  St.  John’s  Street,  with  a general 
liking  ; printed  40.  Lond.  1638.  and  dedicated 
to  his  much  refpe&ed  and  worthy  Friend  Mr. 
John  JV me.  This  Play  is  written  in  a mixt 
ffile,  and  founded  on  that  well  known  Book  in 
profe,  which  bears  the  fame  Title.  See  befides 
Dr.  Heylin’s  Hiftory  of  St.  George . 

Ralph  Knevet. 

^ An  Author  that  liv’d  about  the  fame  time 
with  the  former.  He  writ  a Play  call’d  Rhodon 
and  Ins,  a Paftoral,  prefented  at  the  Florifts 
Feaft  in  Norwich , May  the  Third  1631.  printed 
40,  Lond.  1631.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right 
Worfhipful  Mr.  Nicholas  Bacon  of  Gillingham 
Efquire.  This  Paftoral  is  commended  by  Four 
Copies  of  Verles. 

a Thomas  ICyd. 

An  Ancient  Writer,  or  rather  Tranflator  in 
the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth , who  publifht  a 
Play  call’d  Tompey  the  Great  his  Fair  Cornelia’.* 
Tragedy  ; effected  by  her  Father  and  Husband’s 
Down-caft,  Death,  and  Fortune ; printed  40. 
Lond.  iypy.  and  dedicated  to  the  Virtuoufly 
Noble,  and  rightly  Honour’d  Lady,  the  Coun- 
tefs of  Suffex. .This Play  is  tranflated  from  the 
French  of  Robert  Gamier ^ who  in  the  Reigns 
of  Charles  the  Ninth,  Henry  the  Third,  and 
Ifenry  the  Fourth,  was  accounted  an  Excel- 
lent Poet,  tho’  M.  Raping ays,  His  Tragedies 
with  thofe  of  Rotrou , Serre,  and  others  of  that 
time,  are  of  a mean  Character.  Tis  evident  to 
i/7  any 
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any  that  have  read  his  Tragedies,  which  are 
Nine  in  Number,  that  he  propos’d  Seneca  for 
his  Model,  and  he  was  thought  in  thofc  days 
tp  have  happily  fucceeded  in  his  Defign.  Thu 
Tranflation  is  writ  in  blank  Verfe,  only  here 
and  there,  at  the  clofe  of  a Paragraph  (if  I 
tnayfo  fpeak)  the  Reader  is  prefented  with  a 
Couplet.  The  Chorus s are  writ  in  feveral 
Meafures  of  Verfe,  and  are  very  fententious. 


A Comedian  whofe  Abilities  in  A&ion  were 
fufliciently  known  to  all  that  frequented 
the  Kings  Theatre,  where  he  was  for  many 
years  an  A&or,  and  perform’d  all  Parts  that  he 
undertook  to  a miracle  : infomuch  that  I am 
apt  to  believe,  that  as  this  Age  never  had,  fo 
the  next  never  will  have  his  Equal*  at  lead 
not  his  Super  jour.  He  was  fo  well  approv’d 
of  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  an  undeni- 
able Judge  in  Dramatick  Arts,  that  he  caus’d 
his  Piflure  to  be  drawn,  in  three  feveral 
Figures  in  the  fame  Table,  viz.  That  of  Teague 
in  the  Committee,  Mr.  Scruple  in  The  Cheats , 
and  M.  Galliard \ in  7 he  Variety  : which  piece 
is  dill  in  being  in  JVmdlor-Ca(lle.  Nor  did  his 
Talent  wholly  ly  in  Affing,  he  knew  both  how 
to  judge  and  write  Plays : and  if  his  Comedies 
are  fomewhat  allied  to  French  Farce,  ?tis  out 
of  choice,  rather  than  want  of  Ability  to  write 


L. 
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true  Comedy.  We  have  Three  Plays  extant 
under  his  Name,  viz. 

Dumb  Lady , or  The  Farr  tar  made  Thy  fit  tan, 
a Comedy  ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal ; printed 
<j.°.  Lond.i6~;2.  and  dedicated  to  the  High-born 
and  molt  Hopeful  Prince,  Charles , Lord  Lim - 
rick,  and  Earl  of  Southampton.  This  Play  is 
founded  on  a Comedy  of  MoHiere  s call’d  Le 
Medecin  tnalgre  Juy.  If  the  Reader  will  take 
the  pains  to  compare  them  together,  he  will 
eafily  fee  that  our  Author  has  much  improv’d 
the  French  Play. 

Old  Troop , or  dMonfieur  Ragou , a Comedy 
ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal ; printed  40.  Lond, 
1 672.  and  dedicated  to  the  young  Prince  George 
Third  Son  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Cleveland.  I fan- 
cy by  the  flile,  this  Play  likewifeis  founded  on 
fome  French  Original,  tho’  my  fmall  Acquain- 
tance with  French  Poets  makes  me  fpeak  only 
on  Conjeilure.  Both  thefe  Plays  were  ailed 
with  univerfal  Applaufe. 

Sir  Hercules  Buffoon , or  The  Toe  tied  Squire, 
a Comedy  ailed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  and 
printed  40.  Lond.  1684.  This  Play  was  brought 
upon  the  Stage,  and  publifht  after  the  Author’s 
Deceafe,  the  Prologue  was  writ  by  Mr  Durfey, 
the  Epilogue  by  Jo.  Heyns  the  Comedian,  and 
both  fpoken  by  the  later.  I know  not  how  this 
Play  fucceeded  on  the  Theatre,  but  I am  con- 
fident had  the  Author  been  alive  to  have  grac’d 
it  with  his  Ailion,  it  could  not  have  fail’d  of 
Applaufe.  This  Mr.  Durfey  has  obferv’d  in 
the  beginning  of  his  Prologue ; 


t//t  O' 

xAZ—e-'^t^  . /s s' ^ £+^'  ^ ‘.^ A-^Z 

/?  s A 

^ /^C-  ^ /f,  > S~A-i 


A 


- y*  s 


yL^/j  ^ Ay  A^u^y 


vys/Z? 

£ 


*A  t/e^s- 


- 


St  <zst~* 


Dram  At  id Er  Poets:  319 

Ye  ScribUng  Fops , if  I wrong  ye) 

But  without  doubt  there  mujt  be Jome  amongye. 
Know,  that  fam'd  Lacy,  Ornament  dth ’ Stage 
That  Standard  of  true  Comedy  in  our  Age, 
tVrote  this  New  Flay  : 

And  if  it  takes  not , all  that  we  can  fay  ont, 

Is,  we've  his  Fiddle , not  his  Hands  to  play  on't. 

John  Leanard. 

A confident  Plagiary,  whom  I difdain  to  ftile 
an  Author  : One, who  tho’  he  would  be  efteem’d 
the  Father,  is  at  befi  but  the  Midwife  to  the 
Labour  of  others ; I mean  thofe  Two  Drama- 
tick  Pieces,  which  go  under  his  Name.  I know 
not  how  they  were  receiv’d  on  the  Stage,  but 
I am  fure  the  Author  deferv’d  (tho’  the  Plays 
might  not)  to  be  damn’d  for  his  vainglorious 
Humour  of  re-printing  another  Man’s  Play,  un- 
der his  own  Name,  as  he  has  done  Mr. Brewer’s 
Country  Girl,  under  the  Title  of 

Country  Innocence , or  The  Chamber-maid 
turn  d Quaker,  a Comedy  ailed  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  printed  40.  Lond.  1677.  and  dedicated 
to  his  Honour’d  Friend  Sr.  Francis  Hinchman. 
Whether  his  Patrons  Inflruilions  (c)  rais'd  him 
to  that  height  of  prefumption  as  to  publifh  ano- 
ther man’s  Play  as  his  own,  I pretend  not  to 
judge  : but  I am  fure  he  has  fufficiently  made^ 
appear  to  the  World  that  he  is  One  of  thofe 
Authors  he  fpeaks  of,  whofe  Arrogance  and  Im- 
pudence are  their  chief  dependency.  Had  our  Au- 
thor been  as  well  acquainted  with  Martial \ as 

(0  Bplftle  Dedicatory. 

he 


3 2 o An  Account  of  the 

he  pretends  to  be  with  Homer , he  would  have 
weigh’d  his  Opinion  before  he  had  made  any 
progrejjion  as  he  calls  it  in  his  Thefts.  (d) 

Hut  are  dominum  non  pot  eft  liber  not  us. 

Aliena  quifquis  recitat,  fe  petit famam  ; 

Hon  emere  Librum,  fedjilentium  debet. 

Rambling  Jufiice,  or  T 'be  Jealous  Husbands , 
with  the  Humours  of  Sir  John  Twiford,  a Co- 
medy aded  at  the  Theatre-Royal ; printed  40. 
Rond.  1680.  A great  part  of  it  is  ftoln  from  a 
Comedy  of  Middleton’s  call’d  More  Dijfemblers 
befides  Women.  As  the  Scene  between  Sir  Gene, 
rail  Amorous  and  Bramble  Ada.  Sc.  1.  is  ftoln 
from  the  Scene  between  LaEiantio  and  "Dondolo. 
Ad  2 . Sc.  x • Petulant  Eafy  difguis’d  like  a Gipfy 
in  the  fame  Ad,  is  borrow’d  from  Aurelias 
Difguife  in  Middletons  Play,  Ad  4.  Sc.  t.  The 
Scene  between  Bramble  and  the  Gipfies  is  ftoln 
from  the  fame  Play ; but  lince  our  Author  is 
forc’d  to  ftrole  like  One  of  that  Tribe  for  a 
Livelihood,  with  the  Iflue  of  other  Men  s 
Brains,  I leave  him  to  his  hard  Stars  : tho 
poflibly  Gipfy  dike , he  begs  with  ftoln  Chil- 
dren, that  he  may  raife  the  more  Compaflton. 

Nathaniel  Lee. 

> An  Author  whofe  Plays  have  made  him  fuf- 
^ ficiently  remarkable  to  thofe  who  call  them- 
felves  The  IVits ; and  One  whofe  Mufe  deferv’d 
a better  Fate  than  Bedlam.  How  truly  he  has 
verified  the  Saying  of  the  Philofophcr, 
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Jit  Magnum  Ingenium  fine  mixture  dementia ; 
even  to  the  Regret  and  Pity  of:  all  that  knew 
him,  is  manifeft : I heartily  wifh  his  Madnefs 
had  not  exceeded  that  Divine  Fury  which  Ovid 
mentions,  and  which  ufually  accompanies  the 
bell;  Poet  ; +■ 

Eft  Deus  in  nobis  agitante  calefcimus  iUo. 

But  alas  ! his  Condition  is  far  worfe,  as  it  has 

been  defcrib’d  in  a Satyr  on  the  Modern  Poets. 
& ■ — 

There  (e),  in  a Den  rernov  d from  human  Eyes 

Toffefl  with  Mufe , the  Brain  fickfPoet  lyes7 
Too  miferably  wretched  to  be  namd  ; = 

For  Flays,  for  Heroes , and  for  TaJJion  famd. 
Thoughtlefs  he  raves  his Jleeplefs  Hours  away , 
In  Chains  ail  Nights , in  darknefs  all  the  Day. 
And  if  he  gets  fome  intervals  from  pain , 

The  Fit  returns ; he  foams, and  bites  his  Chain , 
His  Eye-balls  rowl,  and  he  grows  mad  again . 

% 

However,  before  this  misfortune  befel  him, 
he  writ  feveral  Dramatical  Pieces,  which  gave 
him  a Title  to  the  Firft  Rank  of  Poets ; there 
being  feveral  of  his  Tragedies,  as  Mithridates, 
Theodofius , &c.  which  have  forc’d  Tears  front 
the  faireft  Eyes  in  the  World : his  Mufe  indeed 
feem’d  deftin’d  for  the  Diverfion  of  the  Fair 
Sex;  fo  foft  and  paffionately  moving,  are  his 
Scenes  of  Love  written.  He  has  publifht  E- 
leven  Plays,  befides  thofe  two,  in  which  he 
joyn’d  with  Mr. Dry  den  (and  of  which  we  have, 
already  fpoken  ) viz. 

Cafar  Borgia , Son  to  Pope  Alexander  the  VI 
(e)  in  Bedlam, 


\ 
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a Tragedy  adled  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  by 
their  Royal-High  nefles  Servants  ; printed  40. 
Lond.  1680.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Philip  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont  go- 
ntery.  For  the  Plot,  fee  Writers  of  thofe  times, 
as  Guicciardine , L.  $,  6.  Mariana  L.  27,  28.  Sr. 
Paul  R Haul's  Continuation  of  cPIatinay  in  the 
Reign  of  Pope  Alexander  the  VI.0 

Conjlantine  the  Great , a Tragedy  adted  at  the 
Theatre-Royal  by  their  Majefties  Servants ; 
printed  40.  Lond.  1684.  Many  are  the  Authors 
that  have  writ  the  Adlions  of  this  Uluftrious 
Emperor,  as  Socrates , Sozomen , Eufebius , Zo- 
naras , Eutropius , Ruffinus , Baronius  The 

Story  of  Crifpns  and  Fauftay  is  particularly  re- 
lated (as  I think)  in  Ammianus  MarceUinus  : 
See  belides  Beard's  Theatre  of  God’s  Judge- 
ments, Ch.  13. p.  2i f. 

Gloriatiay  the  Court  of  Augullus  Caefar,  a 
Tragedy  in  Heroick  Verfe,  adled  at  the  Thea- 
tre-Royal by  their  Ma  jellies  Servants,  printed 
4°.  Lond.  1676.  and  dedicated  to  her  Grace  the 
Dutchefs  of  Tor tf mouth.  The  Plot  I take  to 
be  rather  founded  on  Romance  than  Hiftory, 
as  the  Reader  will  find  by  comparing  the  Play 
with  the  Romance  of  Cleopatra , in  the  feveral 
Stories  of  Cafario,  dMarce/lns  and  Julia  ; Part 
i Book  3.  Party.  Book  3.  Ovid \ CypaJJis  andfu - 
liay  Part  7.  Book  3.  A Modern  Poet,  in  a Satyr 
writ  in  Imitation  of  Sir John  Sucklings  Seffion 
of  the  Poets,  writes  thus  of  our  Author  and 
this  Play  ( f)  : 


(fj  Rochester9*  Poems,  p.  iu« 


Nat 


cP 


*e-*r>  «-  </  ^OjCy&r  - 

t+ri^Lv  yC^y  ^ ^Lc^c/  /^^^TZ^e^y  ^y 

'y^P  p£*y  t //f^y^pp  yp^r  »-^2  z 


' 


S/P^Pcj£/^.  ^-«*»— ' — ' ty  6*  'l-C^^'  y^y^/y * 

p-e.  #~°.  ///>£*  ^ ^ £«-!*•  ^£A- 

PuPy*  * 

jy  A ^ ^ ^ / *^4^-  / r<  vz_/»^ 


/\  /#*^*^» 


//  f-tf'  te 

C^> 

0 

(P/'t 


y 


(9  <y-  y~it£ey*~^£~*72 s tZrr  r -ft 

£tLS /, 2 VrJ.P/747y^/"-7/.  trA*  ? 


^ ^ s r C r * y^c 


y ^Pappp  y*>-c~ 

<^C-  / ^ ^ 


y "-s  y y 

L*/-  /2  yP.P  /ypy^ /'  -s'  *ry  y 

-7s£e'  7^” y// s '/'TC'^.  ,^,.^  J%Z,rf  '^S~zr7t-.  71 

P<’7Zc.  '7  j a T-'’  ^ /iT.  ^ SSr  * .. . ^7ryy&t_PZs/£c 

. <'  '<''  iT'yS ty 

7cyP,^  7 , ^ y P > y<^7T~y  «^/£2>  yss 

4,^y'/^c-  s,  j <->7'  £ ir  /z-r^  "y?  ^y  tP 

■'y~/Ly^y~~-  <?■>  ^w  ,-^pp 


+PL.7  PL  yc  /y  ^ ^ P,^<7  PP^  y^ 

yy—  /y—  ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ /74S/t  f 2 yy y_^ 

^ ^ t^yzy*  s^L-yy 

y>  & /C%^cx/»  ///3&i Zys^rz'' 


*P 


P^cy  Jg 


^ * ^y*-'  y^* y tPcP)  7i*rPy  <?  ^ ^ 


P-<?pA- 


sy^c*  • - - rt.  <V V , ex.  A: 


<y  y*"  <<-^f-  y^^Cry  > <y<  ^ /<^>^^^<t. 

6 /f-^^/<<L 


r^c^y^t-Ls  z?£?*y^  ~sj^  02^**^  /A  $ 4 y^/w  « tjT&s'. 

- v / 1/^/ r^c.  vi^y^  ys7^*~  ^ >i?x,-<r-^Zo  « ^*y 

«*.  ^y  y-  . <i_^ 

^y^yy^  <y  rj/? //£&  jy^y.  /y  & & yt_  //*  s~ yL^?  yr  y 

>t/- ^yy  o^a-^ y£-t^  /^y 

t *.  / ^ ^ ^y*'*  ^-»-«  ^'^•^>»  - .*•»  ^ /lr  « i-ii*  /.  - -1/  _ i 


>-y  /s  j<£>  y c>^>y^v  z' ^ -c-»<y 

&/&  ***-*-  y /k^  ^tk^  y>  oy^^ 

yyy y'. yi... 

^ ^ ^ c ypc^^  <r/^  jr^ 


r-c^n. 


s&r  ♦ ♦• y£,-c^9  >y<-< «y  »// 


/ r -<3|U^'  r z ^ s'  f'  y y~ 


-c/^J 


A>m> 


!cJ-  ' S a'jTs  , ✓ c 


« t^t'. 

y 


^ A ^ <y~r=£r^yf  ^ 


yJ-O  ^/<v  c-4^ 


J W v/15-^l-C  <^<*  J3*-S' 

//  $yc*-  <. /£xz? /2^c~  *i^  ^*-  *jy£?c.  y/2yy*^&  /y  v^** 

Sl  ^ y<,  /S^  y^y.4- 

y^c/^iS'  ^f^yy*y'+~'  y^.  <£- 

jyLjy  ^y^y.  y^y * 

^t/  ^sZ^C^—r^ S-~t)  6^y~  ^-e-o  ^^xa-c^iV 


OSZ^O^C^Lk, 

y”  ^*-  ^c.c.^^rr~  y 

JWc-z—  J~~£ ’„*£p  ~~~~>P  ••»  7^^ 

: JrCtr.A  /y7//$\£c^/>  /&dcsz^  y-e-^yy 

S*'  S*~~yy  y^Syty  -**  * ' ^ ■s~^- 


Dramatick  Foett.  323 

Nat  Lee Jlept  in  next , in  hopes  of  a Prize, 
Apollo  remember'd  he  had  hit  Once  in  Thrice  ; 
By  the  Rubies  in  ys  Face , he  could  not  deny , 

But  he  had  as  much  JVit.as  Wine  could f upply  3 
Confejl  that  indeed  he  had  a Mulical  Note, 

Blit  fometimes Jiraind Jo  hard,  that  it  rattled 
i tti  Throat ; 

Yet  own'd  he  /WSenfe/’  encourage  him  for  V, 
He  made  him  his  Ovid  in  Augull:us\r  Court. 

^ Lucius  Junius  Brutus , Father  of  his  Country , 
a Tragedy,  a£ted  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  by 
their  Royal  Highneflcs  Servants ; printed  40. 
Lond.  1681.  and  dedicated  to  t)|£  Right  Ho- 
nourable Charles , Earl  of  Dorfet  and  tTMiddle- 
fex.  ^This  Play  well  deferv’d  fo  great  a Patron 
as  his  Lordlhip,  few  Plays  that  I know,  being 
writ  with  more  Manly  Spirit,  Force  and  Vi- 
gour. For  the  Plot  our  Author  has  partly 
follow’d  Hiftorv,  partly  Romance  : For  Hi- 
ftory,  confult  Floras  Lib.i.  Ch.9,10.  Livy  Lib. 
1 . Dionyfms  Hattie arnajf ecus,  Eutropius , Sextus 
Rufus , Orojius,  fee.  For  Fi&ion,  read  in  the 
Romance  called  Clelia,  The  Hiftory  of  Junius 
Brutus y Part  2.  Book  1.  p.  170.  Part  3.  Book  1. 

p.  22p. 

CMaffacre  of  Paris*  a Tragedy  acled  at  the 
Theatre-Royal,  by  their  Majeliies  Servants, 
printed  40.  Lond.  1690.  This  Play  is  founded 
on  that  Bloody  Maflacre  which  was  aded  on 
Sr.  Bartholomew  Day,  in  the  Year  1^2.  For 
the  Story,  confult  Thuanus , Davila,  Lib.  y, 
Tier  re  Matt  hie  u,  or,  (as  fome  fay)  Monliar  d\\  1- 
Continuation  of  Qe  Serves,  Mezerav  and  other 
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Hiflorians  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  IX.  Se- 
veral paffages  in  the  Duke  of  GuiJ'e , arc  bor- 
row’d from  this  Play,  as  the  Reader  may  find 
by  comparing  p.  <5.  of  the  former,  with  p.  4.  of 
the  latter;  p.i  i.with  p.  y.  p.  ig.withp.y.  and 
<S,&  c. 

s LMithridates  King  0/Pontus,  a T ragedy,afted 

at  the  Theatre-RoyaJ,  by  their  Majellies  Ser- 
vants; printed  40.  Lond.  1678.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  of  ‘Dor- 
set and  Middlefex.  This  Play  may  be  reckon’d 
amongft  thofe  of  the  Firlt-Rank,  and  will  al- 
ways be  a Favourite  of  the  Tender-hearted 
Ladies.  It# founded  on  Hiftory : See  Ap- 

piande  Bell.  Mi  t hr  id.  Floras  1 3 .c.y.  Veil.  Taler- 
cuius , /.  2.  Tlutarch  in  the  Lives  of  Scyl/a,  Lu - 
callus  and  Tonipey , fee. 

= Nero  Emperor  of  Rome  his  Tragedy , a fled  at 
the  Theatre-Royal  by  his  Majefties  Servants ; 
printed  40.  Lond.  1 6jy.  and  dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honble  the  Earl  of  Rochejler.  This  Play  is 
^writ  in  a mixt  Stile,  part  inProfe,part  in  Rime, 
and  part  in  Blank  Verfe.  For  the  Plot,  confult 
Suetonius  in  his  Life ; Aurelius  Vifitor  ; Tacitus 
Ann.  lib . 15,14,  &c.  Sulpkius  Sever  us,  &c. 

jy  Tnncefs  of  Cleve,  a Tragi-comedy,  afled  at 
the  Queens  Theatre  in  Dorfet  Garden ; printed 
40.  Lond.  1689.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Charles  Earl  of  Dorfet  and  Middlefex , 
Lord  Chamberlain  of  his  prefent  Majefly  s 
Houihold,  and  one  of  his  Majellies  moil:  Ho- 
nourable Privy  Council.  This  Play  is  found- 
ed on^Jlomance  call’d  The  Princefs  of  C/eves, 
tranflated  from  the  French  The  Inveftivc 
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again#  Women,  fpoken  by  Poltrot  A6ly.  Sc.  1. 

1/*  is  printed  in  feveral  Books  of  Poetry,  ahd  may 
be  read  in  a Romance  call’d  7 he  French  Rogue, 

8°.  ch.  21.  p.  132.  The  Author  tells  his  Patron, 

(e)  That  the  ‘Duke  of  Guile  has  wrejted  two 
Scenes  from  the  Original ; but  which  they  are 
I have  not  time  to  enquire. 

Rival  Qpeeus,  or  The  'Death  of  Alexander  the 
Great , a Tragedy  a&ed  at  the  Theatre-Royal, 
by  their  Majdties  Servants, printed  Lond.i6~7„ 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  John, 
Earl  of  Mulgrave.  This  Play  has  always  been 
applauded  by  the  Spe&ators,  and  is  acknow- 
ledg’d a Mafter-piece  by  l^h.Drydenhimklj:',  in 
that  Copy  of  Verfes  prefix’d  to  it,  which  are  a 
fufiicient  Teftimony  of  its  worth.  The  Pro- 
logue was  written  by  Sir  Car  Scroop </v  For  the 
Plot,  as  far  as  the  Author  has  follow’d  Hiftory, 
confult  Arrian;  ^ Curtins  ; Plutarch's  Life  of 
Alexander  ; Juft  in  lib.  1 1, 12.  Diodorus  Siculus, 
lib.  1 7.  & 18.  Jofephus  lib.  11.  cap.  8. 

Sophonisba , or  Hannibals  Overthrow , a T ra- 
gedy,  a&ed  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  by  their  Ma- 
jefties  Servants ; printed  4 o.Lond.16^6 . and  de-  ^ 
dicated  to  her  Grace  the  Dutchefs  of  Portf- 
mouth.  This  Play  is  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe, 
and  hath  always  appear’d  on  the  Stage  with 
applaufe  ; efpecially  from  the  Female  Sex  : and 
Envy  it  felf  muff  acknowledge,  That  the  Paf- 
fion  between  MaJ]aniJfay  and  Sophonisba , is  well  $ 
exprefs’t ; tho’  Hannibal  and  Scipios  Parts  fall 
fomewhat  fliort  of  the  Chara&ers  given  them 
by  Hiftorians;  as  the  Ingenious  and  Sharp  Lord 
(g;  Epift.  Uca.  Q 

X 3 Rs- 
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Rochefter  has  obferv’d,  in  his  Allufion  to  Ho- 
l ace's  Tenth  Satyr  of  the  Firfl  Book  ; 

When  Lee  makes  temperate  Scipio,  fret  and 
r ave ; 

And  Hannibal,  a whining  Amorous  Slave , 

J laugh  yand w/Jh  the  Hot -brain'd Fiiftian-Fool, 

In  Busby  V Hands  to  he  well  l a flit  at  School. 

As  our  Author  has  taken  the  Liberty  in  fe- 
veral  PJays  to  follow  Romances,  io  poflibly  he 
purpofely  err’d  with  the  late  Earl  of  Orrery , 
who  in  his  fir  It  Part  of  RartheniJ]ay  has  repre- 
iented  the  Warlike  Hannibal  as  much  in  Love 
with  Izadora , as  Mr.  Lee  has  delcrib’d  him 
pallionate  of  Rofaiindds  Charms.  Many  Hifto- 
rians  haFe  writ  the  A&ions  of  thefe  Great  Men: 
fee  Cornelius  Nepos  his  Life  of  Hannibal;  Tlu- 
t arch's  Life  of  Scipio  ; and  that  of  Hannibal , fa- 
ther'd on  him,  tho’  fuppos’d  to  be  writ  by  Do- 
nat us  Acciajolus  : Livy  Dec.  3.  Lib.i.^r.  Florus 
Lib.  2.  C.  6.  7 tijiin.  Or  of  ms  y Diodorus , Polybius , 
Appiany  fyc.  Thofe  who  underfland  Italian , 
may  read  the  Story  of  MaJJaniJJay  and  Sop  ho - 
nisbay  very  neatly  defcrib’d  by  the  Excellent 
Pen  of  Tetrarchy  in  his  II  Trionfo  I Am&eyC.i. 

O ThtodoJ'uiSy  or  The  Force  of  Lovey  a Tragedy 
acted  by.  their  Royal-High nefs’s  Servants, at  the 
Duke’s  Theatre  * printed  40.  Lond.  1680.  and 
dedicated  to  her  Grace,  the  Dutches  of  Rich- 
mond. •-  The  Pallions  are  extreamly  well  drawn 
in  this  Play,  and  it  met  with  its  defer v’d  Ap- 
plaufe : and  our  Author  has  faid  with  as  much 
^Truth  as  Modefty(h),  That  fuch  Charadlers 
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Every  Dawber  cannot  draw.  This  Play  is  found- 
ed on  a Romance  call’d  Pharamond. \ tranflated 
from  the  French  of  Mr.  Calpranede.  See  the  Hi- 
llory  of  Varannes , Part  3.  Book  3.  p.  2.82.  Of 
Martian.  Part  7.  Book  i.p.  207.  Of  Theodofius 
Part  7.  Book  3.  p.  2 y(S. 

I know  nothing  elfe  that  our  Author  has  in 
Print ; and  therefore  I fhall  conclude  with  that 
]uft  Commendation  given  him  and  Mr.  Otway , 
by  Mr.  Evelyn , in  his  Imitation  of  Ovid's  Elegy 
ad Invidos  (l). 

When  the  afpirmg  Grecian  ( k)  in  the  Eaft, 

And  haughty  Philip  (])  is  forgot  in  the  Weft, 

Then  Lee  and  O t way  j Works  fhall  he fupprejl. 

John(LiLL*re) 

An  Ancient  Writer,  living  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  : he  was  a Kentijh  Man,  and 
in  his  younger  Years^  brought  up  in  St.  <jMary 
Magdalen  Colledge  in  Oxon.  where  in  the  Year 
ISIS-  he  took  his  Mailer  of  Arts  Degree.  He 
was  a very  clofe  Student,  and  much  addi&ed  to 
Poetry;  a Proof  of  which  he  has  given  the 
World  in  Nine  Plays,  he  has  bequeath’d  to  Po- 
fterity,  and  which  in  that  Age,  were  well  e- 
fleem  a both  by  the  Court  and  the  Univerfity. 
He  was  One  of  the  firft  Writers,  that  in  thofe 
Days  attempted  to  reform  our  Language,  and 
purge  it  from  ob foie te  Exp reflions.  Nix.  Blount yL 
Gentleman, who  has  made  himfelf  known  to  the 

( 1 j fate\  ColictUon  ot  Uocms,  8°.p,(jo.  |k)  He  alludes  to 
The  guecni.  (1)  To  Don  Carlos . 

X 4 World, 
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World,  by  the  feveral  Pieces  of  his  own  Wri- 
ting, (as  Horae  Subfecivae  fiis  Microcofmography , 
fee. ) and  who  publifht  fix  of  thefe  Plays ; in  his 
Title-page  Riles  him,  The  only  Rare  Poet  of 
that  Time,  The  Witty,  Comical,  Facetioufly- 
Quick,  and  Unparalell’dy^«  Lilly. 

;Tis  not  to  be  expe&ed  that  I fhould  any 
where  trace  this  Author,  if  the  Character  Mr. 
Blount  gives  of  him  in  his  Epiflle  Dedicatory, 
be  true  ; ‘ That  he  fat  at  Apollo's  Table ; that 
c Apollo  gave  him  a Wreath  of  his  own  Bayesy 
( without  Snatching ; and  that  the  Lyre  he 
c play’d  on,  had  no  borrow'd  Strings.  The  Rea- 
der therefore.is  only  to  expeft  a fhort  Account 
of  his  Titles  Alphabetically. 

Alexander  ana  CampaJ'pe , a Tragical-Comedy 
play'd  before  the  Queens  Majefly,  on  Twelfth- 
day  at  Night,  by  her  Majeflies  Children,  and 
the  Children  of  Taul'sy  and  afterwards  at  the 
Black-frxars ; printed  n°.  Lond.  1632.  The 
Story  ol  Alexanders  beftowing  Campafpe  on  the 
Enamour’d  Apelles , is  related  by  Pliny  in  his 
his  Natural  Hiflory,  Lib.  gy.  L.io. 

Endymiony a Comedy  prefented  before  Queen  -| 
Elizabeth , by  the  Children  of  her  Majeflies  * 
Chappel,  and  the  Children  of  Paul's  ; printed 
1 z°.  Lond.  1 622.  For  the  S tory  of  Endimion  s 
being  belov’d  by  the  Moon , with  Comments 
upon  it,  may  be  met  with  in  mofl  of  the  My- 
thologies : See  Lucians  Dialogues  between  Ve- 
nus and  the  Moon  ; Natalis  Comes , Lib.  4.  C 8.  . 
Hygini  Toeticon  Ajlronomicon ; Fulgent ii  My- 
thologia  ; Gal  true  hius's  Hiflory  of  the  Heathen 
Cods,  Lib.  1.  C.p.  M Gombanld' has  writ  a Ro- 
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mancc,  call'd  Endymion , tranflated  in  Englijb, 
printed  oftavo  1639. 

Galathea, , a Comedy  play’d  before  the  Queens 
Ma jelly  at  Greenwich on  New-Tears  Day  at 
Night,  by  the  Children  of  Paul's  ; printed  120. 
Lond.  1632.  In  the  Charafters  of  Galathea  and 
Thilhdia,  the  Poet  has  copy’d  the  Story  of  Iphis 
and  J ant  he,  which  the  Reader  may  find  at  large 
in  Ovid' ^ tJMetamorphofis , Lib.p.Cap.  1 2. 

Love  s Metamorpho/is,  a Witty  and  Courtly 
Paftoral,  firfl;  play’d  by  the  Children  of  Paul's, 
and  now  by  the  Children  of  the  Chappel; 
printed  40.  Lond.  1601. 

iSMaid's  Met  amor phofis,  a Comedy,  fundry 
times  acted  by  the  Children  of  Paul's  ; printed 
40.  Lond.  1600.  The  firfl:  Aft  is  wholly  writ 
in  Verfe,  and  fo  is  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Play. 

^Mother  Bombie , a Pleafant  Conceited  Co- 
medy, fundry  times  play’d  by  the  Children  of 
Tams ; printed  120.  Zctf^.1632. 

tJMydas,  a Comedy,  play’d  before  the  Queens 
Majetty  upon  Twelfth-day  at  Night ; printed 
1 20.  Lond.  1632.  For  the  Story,  fee  Ovid's  Me - 
tamorphofiSj  Lib.  1 1 . Fab.4.  Natalis  Comes , Lib. 

9.  Cap.iy.  Galtruchius , Book  2.  Ch.y.  Apuleius  -h 
has  writ  the  Storv  at  large  in  his  Aureus  Afi - 
**s9&c. 

Sapho  and  Thao , a Comedy,  play’d  before  the 
Queens  Majefty  on  Shrove-TueJdayy  by  her  Ma- 
jefties  Children, and  the  Children  of  Paul’s^  and 
afterwards  at  the  Blackfryars  ; printed  120. 
Lond.  1632.  This  Story  the  Reader  may  learn 
fro m Ovid’s  Epiflleof  Sapho y to  Phaon,  Ep.21. 

JVo- 
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JV nmn  in  the  Moon}  a Comedy,  prefented  be 
fore  Her  Highnefs,  printed  40.  Lond.  1667. & 

■ Six  of  thefe  Plays,  viz.  Alexander  and  Cam- 
Rafpey  Endymion , Galathea , Mother  Bombie , My~ 
das , Saphc  and Phaoy  are  printed  together, under 
the  Title  of  Six  Court  Comedies,  1 iP.Lond. 
163 2. and  dedicated  by  the  above  mention’d  Mr. 
Blomt^  to  the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Lum- 
ley , Vifcount  Lumley  of  Waterford.  The  other 
three  are  printed  fingle  in  40.  By  which  it 
appears  how  much  Mr  ^Philips  (m)  and  his  Tran- 
feriber  Mr.  Winfianley  (n)  are  millaken,  in  af- 
firming, That  all  Mr.  Lilly  $ Plays  arc  printed 
together  in  a Volume : Nor  are  they  lels  mifta- 
hen  in  afcribing  to  him  a Play  call’d  Warning 
for  fair  Women , it  being  writ  by  an  Anonymous 
Author. 

I prefume  our  Author  may  have  other  Pieces 
in  prill t,  tho’  I have  not  been  fo  happyno  fee 
them : Mr  .Blount  fee  ms  to  mention  a Book  Ri- 
led Euphues , (o)  ‘ Our  Nation  (fays  he)  are  in 
1 his  Debt  for  a new  Englifo  which  he  taught 
‘them;  Ettphues  and  his  England  began  firft, 
€ that  Language : All  our  Ladies  were  then  his 
‘Schollars  ; and  that  Beauty  in  Court,  which 
i could  not  Parley  Eupheifme , was  as  little  re- 
garded, as  She  which  now  there,  fpeaks  not 
* French.  . . 

Thomas  Lodge. 

•r  * < \ v n.  V \r\  ^ , ' : • c * \ 

A Do6lor  of  Phyfick  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth ; who  was  not  fo  entirely  devoted  to 

(n  V ae. 97.  (o)  Entile  to  the  Kead<?r. 
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tAEfculapms,  but  that  during  his  Refidence  in 
the  Umverftty  of  Cambridge , he  fonietimes  fa- 
crificed  to  Apollo , and  the  Nine  Sifters.  Mr. 
Thilips  fays  (p),  ‘That  he  was  One  of  the  Wri- 
ters of  thofe  pretty  old  Paftoral  Songs  and 
‘Madrigals,  which  were  very  much  the  Strain 
‘of  thofe  Times.  But  ’tis  not  in  Lyrick  Poe- 
try alone  that  he  exercis’d  his  Pen,  but  fome- 
times  he  exercis’d  it  in  Dramatic^ like wife,  in 
which  way  he  has  publifh  two  Pieces,  viz. 

Looking-Glafs  for  London  and  England,  a 
Tragi-comedy,  printed  40.  Lond.  1^98.  in  an 
old  Black-Letter.  In  this  Play  our  Author 
was  aftifted  by  Mr.  Robert  Green , of  whom  we 
have  given  an  Account  p.  241.  This  Drama 
is  founded  on  Holy  IVrit , being  the  Hiftory  of 
Jonas  and  the  Ninevites , form’d  into  a Play. 
I fuppofe  they  chofe  this  SubjeCt  in  Imitation 
of  others  who  had  writ  ‘Dramas  on  Sacred  Sub- 
jects long  before  them;  as  EzekieJy  zjewifh 
Dramatick  Poet,  writ  the  Deliverance  of  the 
/ft  tie  lit  es  out  of  Eg)pt ; Gregory  Nazianzeny  or 
as  fome  fay  y Apo  dinar  is  of  Laodiceay  writ  the 
Tragedy  of  Chrift' s Paffion  : as  I learn  from 
the  Learned  Vojfrns  (1).  To  thefe  I might  add 
Hugo  Grotius , 1 heodore  Bezay  Tetaviusy  fee.  all 
which  have  built  upon  the  Foundation  of  Sa- 
cred Hiftory. 

IV mnds  of  Civil  1Vary  lively  fet  forth  in  the 
true  Tragedies  of  Marius  and  Sittay  publickly 
play’d  in  London , by  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  his  Servants  ; printed  40. 
Lond.  15*5)4.^  For  the  Plot,  confult  Plutarch  in 

(i ) P sg.  £ 78^(09  Addend.  Lib.  2.  Inft.  Poe:. 
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the  Lives  of  Marius  and  Sill  a ; Velleius  Pater - 
cuius , Lib. i.  Salujl.  de  Bello  Jugurth.  T.Livius > 
Lib.66.  Brev.  F lotus,  Lib.  3.  C.  3.  Aurelius  Vi- 
Slor  ; Eutropius , <£yc. 

a This  Author  (as  Mr.  FV'mjlanley  fays)  ( r)was 
an  Eminent  Writer  of  Palloral  Songs,  Odes, 
and  Madrigals ; of  which  he  cites  a pretty  Son- 
net, which  .is  faid  to  be  of  his  Compofure: 
and  he  has  tranfcrib’d  another  in  praife  of  Ro- 
falinde , out  of  his  Eupbues's  Golden- Legacy. 
This  Book  I never  faw ; and  know  nothing 
elfe  of  our  Author’s  W riting,  except  a Treatijfe 
of  the  Plague,  printed  Lond.  1600.  As  to 
the  Plays  afcrib’d  to  him  by  Mr.  Philips  and 
Mr.  IVtnjlanley , in  which  he  is  made  an  Aflo- 
ciate  with  Mr.  Robert  Green , I have  already 
fhewed  their  miftake  in  the  Account  of  that 
Author,  to  which  I refer  the  Reader. 

Sir  William  Lower.* 

A Gentleman  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  who  during  the  heat  of  our 
Civil  Wars,  took  Sanctuary  in  Holland \ where 
in  peace  and  privacy  he  enjoy’d  the  Society  of 
the  Mujes.  He  was  a great  Admirer  of  the 
French  Poets , and  bellowed  fome  times  and 
pains  in  drelling  fome  Plays  in  an  Englijb 
Garb : befides  what,  he  has  writ  himfelf  in  his 
Mother-Tongue.  So  that  we  are  obliged  to 
him  for  fix  Plays,  viz. 

Amorous  Phantafm , a Tragi-comedy  printed 
at  the  Hague  120.  i6y8.  and  dedicated  to  her 
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Highnefs  The  Trincefs  Royal.  This  Play  is 
tranflated  from  the  French  of  M.  QuinaulF s Z> 
Fantome  Amoureux , which  appear'd  with  fuc- 
cefs  on  the  French  Stage. 

Enchanted  Lover s7  a Paftoral ; printed  at  the 
Hague  120. 1 <5?  8. 

Horatiusy  a Roman  Tragedy;  printed  4°. 
Lond.i6$6.  This  Play  is  Tranflated  from  the 
French  of  Mr.  Corneille ; and  as  it  is  the  firfl: 
Verfion  we  had  of  that  Admirable  Play,  I think 
it  ought  to  be  excufed,  if  it  come  fhort  of  the 
Excellent  Tranflation  of  Mr.  Cottony  and  the 
Incomparable  Orinda.  For  the  Story,  confult 
Livyy  Lib.  1.  Florus , Lib.i.  C.3.  T)ionyfius  Hal - 
hcarnaJfxuSy  CaJJiodoruSy  fee. 

^ Noble  Ingratitudey  a Pallor al  Tragi-comedy, 
sprinted  at  the  Hague  ix°.  and  dedicated 
to  Her  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Bohemia . Our 
Author  is  fully  perfwaded,  that  this  (f)  Play  is 
in  the  Original  One  of  the  bell  Dramatick 
Pieces,  that  has  been  prefented  on  the  French 
Stage : and  undoubtedly  M.  Quinault  is  an  Ex- 
cellent Poet,  notwithllanding  the  Raillery  of 
the  Sharp-witted  Boileau  (*). 

Si  je  penfe  exprimer  tin  Auteur  fans  default , 

La  Raijon  dit  Virgile,  fe  la  Rime  Quinault. 

Vhcenix  in  her  FlameSy  a Tragedy,printed  40. 
Lond.  1 <5gp.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Wor- 
fhipful,  his  moll  Honoured  Coufin,  Thomas 
Lower  Efquire.  This  Play  was  written  before 
our  Author  was  Knighted,  and  I take  it  to  be 
the  firll  he  writ. 


1 1 ) Epift.  Dcdic.  ( ij  bat.  a. 
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Polyeuftes,  a Tragedy;  printed  40.  Lond. 
1 6$$.  For  the  true  Story,  confult  Coeffeteau 
Hift-  Rom . Sunus  de  Fitts  San  ft  or  um.  As  to 
the  Incidents  of  the  Dream  of  Paulina,  the  Love 
of  Severus,  the  Effectual  Baptifm  of  Polyeuftes, 
the  Sacrifice  for  the  Emperours  Vi&ory,  the 
Dignity  of  Felhc,  the  Death  of  Nearchus,  the 
Converfion  of  Felix  and  \ Paulina,  they  are  all  of 
them  the  Author’s  Invention. 

Three  of  thefe  Plays  ; viz.  Amorous  Than- 
tafm , Enchanted  Lovers , Noble  Ingratitude , 
were  printed  together  at  the  Hague , during  the 
Author’s  Exile  ; and  at  His  Majefly’s  Return, 
the  Remainder  of  the  Copies  were  purchas’d 
by  Mr .Kirkjnan,  who  printed  new  Titles  in  the 
Year  1661. 0 

A/JThomas  LuPon. 

I am  able  to  recover  nothing  of  this  Author, 
either  as  to  the  time  of  his  Birth,  the  Place 
where  he  liv’d,  or  any  thing  he  writ,  befides 
a Tragedy  mention’d  in  former  Catalogues, 
called 

All  for  Money , which  I never  faw. 


M 

Lewis  Machin. 

A ‘Gentleman  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Martyr ; the  Author  of  a An- 
gle Play,  called 

Dumb  Knight , an  Hiftorical  Comedy,  a&ed 

fun- 
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fundry  times  by  the  Children  of  his  Ma  jellies 
Revels ; printed  40.  Lond.  1633.  Our  Author 
has  borrow’d  feveral  Incidents  from  Novels ; 
as  the  Story  of  Mariana  her  Swearing. Prince 
Thilocles  to  be  Dumb,  Aft  2.  is  borrow’d  from 
Bandello's  Novells,  as  I have  read  the  Story, 
tranflated  by  Belleforefl  Tom.i.  Nov.13.  The 
fame  Incident  is  in  a Play,  called  The  Quecny 
or  The  Excellency  of  her  Sex.  MlfonJ'os  Cuck- 
olding Prate  the  Oratour,  Aft  3.  and  the  latter 
appearing  before  the  Council,  and  pleading  jn 
Jllfonfo' s Cloathes,  whilR  he  is  brought  before 
the  King  in  the  Orator’s  Habit,  Ail  y.  is  bor- 
row’d ( as  I remember  ) from  another  of  Ban - 
dello’s  Novels  ; and  the  Enghfh  Reader  may 
meet  with  the  fame  Story  in  The  Complaifant 
Companion , oilavo  p.  246. 

John  Maidwel. 

An  Ingenious  Perfon,  Rill  living  ( as  I fup- 
pofe)  in  London ; where  fome  time  ago  he  un- 
dertook the  Care  and  Tuition  of  young  Gentle- 
men, and  kept  a Private  School ; during  which 
Employment,  befides  fome  other  Performances, 
(with  which  he  has  obliged  the  World)  he  has 
borrow’d  fo  much  time  as  to  write  a Play, Riled 

Loving  Enemies , a Comedy  ailed  at  his 
Highnels  the  Duke  of  Fork's  Theatre;  print- 
ed 40.  Lond.  1680.  and  dedicated  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Charles  Fox  Efquire.  The  part  of 
Circumjlantio, , feems  to  me  to  refemble  the  Hu- 
mor of  Sir  Formal  Trifle ; efpecially  the  De- 
fcription  of  the  Magpies  fucking  a Men's  Egg, 
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A6I4.  Sc.  1.  is  writ  much  after  the  fame  way 
with  that  of  the  Moufe  taken  in  a Trap,  See 
Virtuofo , A£l  3.  towards  the  End.  The  Epi- 
logue to  this  Play,  is  writ  by  Mr.  Shadwett. 

-+•  Jafper  Main. 

1 \ ' * ’ ! " 

A Perfon  of  Fame  and  Note,  as  well  for  Na- 
tural Parts,  as  acquired  Learning.  He  was 
Bom  in  the  Reign  of  King  Janies  the  Firft,  at 
Uatkerleighjikc . His  Education  was  at  IV Jt- 
minjler  School ; from  whence  he  was  tranf- 
planted  to  Chrift -Church,  and  admitted  Student 
yf.Z>.  1624.  In  this  Colledge  he  gradually  ad- 
vanced in  the  Study  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  till 
he  took  both  his  Degrees,  and  enter’d  into  holy 
Orders,  and  was  prefer’d  to  two  Livings,  both 
in  the  Gift  of  the  Colledge,  and  one  hard- 
by  Oxford.  About  this  time  the  Civil  Wars 
breaking  out,  and  the  Pious  King  being  forc’d 
by  wicked  Subjefts,  to  fly  for  fhelter  to  this 
Seat  of  the  Mufes : our  Author  was  made 
choice  of  among!!  others  deputed  to  Preach 
before  His  Majefly.  Soon  after  which,  Mr. 
fVood  tells  us,  he  was  created  Dr.  of  Divinity, 
and  refided  in  Oxford  till  the  time  of  the  Mock 
Vifitation  lent  to  the  Univerfity,  when  he, 
amongfl:  other  Worthies  eminent  for  their 
Loyalty,  was  ejected  not  only  from  the  Col- 
ledge,  but  both  his  Livings.  During  this  Storm, 
he  found  an  Afylum  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Z>evonfhire , where  for  , 
the  mod:  part  he  refided,  till  the  Happy  Return 
of  King  Charles  the  Second  to  his  Kingdomes ; 
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at  which  time,  he  was  not  only  reftored  to  his 
Places,  but  made  Canon  of  Chrijt-churcb,  and 
Arch-deacon  of  Cbicbefter  ; which  Preferments 
he  enjoy’d  to  his  Death.  He  was  a Perfon  of  a 
ready  and  facetious  Wit, and  yet  withal, a found. 
Orthodox  Preacher.  In  his  younger  years,  he 
was  very  much  addi&ed  to  Poetry,  in  which 
time  he  writ  two  Plays,  which  are  very  much 
elleem’d  by  the  generality  of  thofe  who  de- 
light in  Dramatick  Poetry. 

Amorous  IVar  a Tragi-comedy,  printed  40. 
Ox  on.  i6?8. 

City  Match,  a Comedy  a&ed  before  the  King 
and  Queen  at  Whitehall)  and  afterwards  on  the 
Stage  at  Black-friarS)  with  general  Applaufe, 
and  printed  4.0.  Oxon.  i<5y8.  Thefe  two  Plays, 
have  been  printed  in  Folio,  40.  and  80.  and  are 
bound  together. 

Befides  thefe  Dramatick  Pieces  our  Author 
writ  a Poem,  upon  the  Naval  VnSory  over  the 
Dutch  by  the  Duke  of  Tork , printed  1 66$.  and 
added  fome  Dialogues  to  thofe  of  Lucian  tranfc 
lated  by  Mr.  Francis  Hicks,  printed  Fol.  Lond. 
1638.  He  publifht  like  wife  many  ferious  Pieces, 
as  feveral  Sermons  in  40.  164.6--- 47 — ya — 62. 
Amongfl  which,  none  was  lo  much  talkt  ofy 
as  that  concerning  falfe  Prophets.  It  was,  if  I 
miftake  not,  writ  againft  by  Mr. Francis  Cheynel, 
which  occafion’d  out  Authors  Vindication  pub- 
lifht 164*7.  He ‘writ  belides  , or 

The  Peoples  War  examined , according  to 
the  Principles  of  Scripture  and  Reafon,  in 
anfwer  to  a Letter,,  for  the  fa tis faction  of  a 
Perfon  of  Quality,  printed  4°.  --164*;.  with 
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feveral  other  Pieces  which  I have  not  feen. 

He  Diedon  the  Sixth  day  of  'December,  An. 
1672.  and  was  Buried  in  thrift -Church  on  the 
North-fide  of  the  Quire : having  in  his  Will 
left  feveral  Bequefts  to  Pious  ufes.  As  Fifey 
Pounds  to  the  Re-building  of  St .Tauls ; ^Hun- 
dred Pounds  to  be  diflributed  by  the  Two  Vi- 
cars of  CaJJington  and  T nr  ton,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Poor  of  thofe  Parifhes,  with  many  other 
Legacies : amongfl  which  I cannot  forget  One , 
which  has  frequently  occafion’d  Mirth  at  the 
relation.  He  had  a Servant  who  had  long  liv’d 
with  him,  to  whom  he  bequeath’d  a Trunk, 
and  in  it  Somewhat  (as  he  faid)  that  would  make 
him  Drink  after  his  Death . The  Do&or  being 
dead  the  Trunk,  was  fpeedily  vifited  by  his 
Servant  with  mighty  Expeilation,  where  he 
found  this  promifing  Legacy  to  be  nothing  but 
a Red-Herring:  So  that  it  may  be  faid  of  him, 
that  his  propenfity  to  innocent  Raillery  was 
fo  great,  that  it  kept  him  Company  even  after 
Death. 

Cofmo  Manuch. 

A Gentleman  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  One  that  as  I fuppoie 
took  up  Arms  for  his  Majefly,  under  the  Qua- 
lity of  a Major,  tho’  whether  of  Horfe  or  Foot 
I am  ignorant.  Mr.  Thillips  (a)  fuppofes  him 
an  Italian,  filling  him  dManuci  ; but  whatever 
his  Country  be,  he  has  writ  Two  Plays  whiA 
fhew  him  well  vers’d  in  the  Englifh  Lan- 
gu  age  ; viz. 

(1}  AMderu  Poetiy  p.  29, 
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Juft  General , aTragi-comedy  printed  quarto 
Lond.  i6yo.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable James  Earl  of  Northampton , and  If  a - 
bell*,  his  molt  Virtuous  Lady.  This  is  the  firffc 
Play  our  Author  writ,  and  which  was  intended 
for  the  Stage,  but  never  ailed : not  that  it  is 
any  ways  contemptible ; and  therefore  the  Ma- 
! jor  did  not  forfeit  his  Modelly  when  he  faid 
of  it,  (>-) 

In  J'pite  of  Malice , venture  I dare  thus  far, 

Pack  not  a Jury , and  fU ft  and  the  Bar . 

Loyal  Lover s,  a Tragi-comedy  printed  4°.^ 
Lond.  i6ya.  In  this  Play  our  Author  lafhes 
the  old  Committee-men,  and  their  Informers, 
in  the  Perfons  of  Gripeman  and  Sodom , and  I 
believe  he  meant  to  expofe  Hugh  Peters' s Ad- 
venture with  the  Butcher’s  Wife  of  St.  SepuU 
chefs,  w’ith  his  Revenge  thereupon,  under  the 
Charailers  of  Thanaticus  and  Fly  Mow.  If  my 
Conjecture  prove  true  I hope  no  lober  man  will 
be  angry,  that  Teters  fhould  be  perfonated  on 
the  Stage,  who  himfelf  had  ridicul’d  others, 
when  he  ailed  the  Clown’s  part  in  Shake - 
[pears  Company  of  Comedians,  as  I have  read 
in  Dr.  founfs  Relation  of  his  Life. 

If  it  be  confider’d  that  our  Author’s  Mule 
was  travefte  en  C civile er  ; that  he  made  Writing 
his  Diverfion,  and  not  his  Bufinefs  ; that  what 
I he  writ  was  not  borrow’d  but  propria  Minerva, 

I hope  the  Criticks  will  allow  his  Plays  to  paf$ 
Muller  among!!  thofe  of  the  third  Rate. 

(b)  Prologue  i©  the  Reacted 

Y 1 Ger- 
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Gervafe  Markham. 


A Gentleman  who  flourifht  under  the  Reigns 
of  Queen  Elizabeth , King  fames,  and  King 
Charles  the  Firfl : for  the  later  of  whom  he  took 
up  Arms,  in  the  time  of  the  Rebellion : being 
honour’d  by  His  Ma  jelly  with  a Captain’s  Com- 
iniflion.  He  was  the  Son  of  Robert  Markham 
of  Cot  ham,  in  the  County  of  Nottingham  Efq; 
and  was  eminently  Famous  for  his  numerous 
Volumes  of  Husbandry,  and  Horfemanfliip : 
befides  what  he  has  writ  on  Rural  Recreations, 
and  Military  Difcipline.  He  under  Rood  the 
Pra&ick  as  well  as  the  Theory  of  the  Art  of 
War : and  was  elteem’d  a good  Scholar,  and  an 
excellent  Linguid,  underftanding  perfeftly  the 
French,  Italian,  and  Spanifh  Languages,  from 
all  which  he  collected  Notes  of  Husbandry  In 
the  enumeration  of  his  Works  the  Reader  will 
be  fatisfied  of  his  excellent  Parts  and  Abilities : 
and  that  he  was  tam  cfMarti  quam  iJMercitrio, 
vers  d in  the  Employments  of  War  and  Peace  : 
and  One  piece  of  Dramatick  Poetry  which  he 
has  publifht,  will  (hew  that  he  Sacrific’d  to 
Apollo,  and  the  cfMuJes,  as  well  as  to  dMais 
and  Tallas.  This  Play  is  extant  under  the 
Title  of 

Herod  and  Antipater , a Tragedy  printed  40. 
Fond.  1 62.2.  where,  or  when  this  Play  was 
a£ted  the  imperfe£tion  of  my  Copy  hinders  my 
information.  For  the  Foundation  ’tis  built  on 
Hiflory.  See  Jofephus  Ant.  Jud.  Lib.  14,  iy, 
1 6,  Sc  17.  Tor  me  l,  Salian,  Spondanus,  Baronii 
Ann.  &c 
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I {hall  now  mention  his  Works,  and  firfl: 
thofe  which  treat  of  Horfemanfhip , which 
have  made  him  Famous  all  over  England.  Of 
thefe  he  has  writ  A Difcourfe  of  Horfemanfhip, 
printed  40.  without  Date , and  dedicated  to 
Prince  Henry  Eldeft  Son  to  King  "James  the 
Firfl.  Cure  of  all  DiJ'eafes  incident  to  Horfes, 
40.  1610.  Englifo  Farriar,  40.  1649.  Mafler- 
piece , 40.  1662.  Faithful  Farriar , 8°.  1667. 
‘Perfect  Horjeman , 120.  1671.  For  Husbandry 
he  publifht  Liebault' s Le  Maifon  Rujhque,  or 
The  Country  Farm,  Fol.  Lond [ 1616.  This 
Treat ife  (which  was  at  firfl  tranflated  by  Mr. 
Richard  Surflet , a Phyfitian)  our  Author  en- 
larg’d with  feveral  Additions  from  the  French 
Books  of  Seri  es  and  Vinet,  the  Spanijh  of  Al- 
biterio , and  the  Italian  of  Grilli,  and  others. 
The  Art  of  Husbandry , firfl  tranflated  from  the 
Latine  oi'Conr.Heresbaehius , by  Barnaby  Googe, 
he  revis’d  and  augmented,  40.  1631.  He  writ 
befides,  Farevoelto  Husbandry , 4°.  1620.  FF  ay 
to  get  JVealth , wherein  is  compris’d  his  Coun- 
try Contentments,  printed  40.  1668.  To  this 
I may  add  Hungers  Prevention,  or  his  Art  of 
Fowling,  8°.  His  Epitome , 120.  &c.  In  Mili- 
tary Difcipline,  he  has  publifht  The  Souldiers 
Accidence,  and  Grammar,  40.  1 63  y.  Befides 
thefe  the  fecond  part  of  the  Firfl  Book  of  The 
Englijh  Arcadia  is  faid  to  be  writ  by  him : info- 
much  that  he-may  be  accounted  if  not  Unus  in 
Omnibus , at  leafl  a Benefa£lor  to  the  Publick, 

1 by  thofe  Works  he  left  behind  him,  which  will 
1 (without  doubt)  eternife  his  Memory. 

y 3 Chri- 
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Chriftopher  Marloe. 

An  Author  that  was  Cotemporary  with  the 
Incomparable  Shakejpear , and  One  who  trod 
the  Stage  with  Appiaufe  bods  from  Queen  E - 
iizabethj  -and  James.  Nor  was  he  ac- 

counted a lefs  Excellent  Poet  by  the  Judicious 
Johnfon : and  Hey  wood  his  Fellow  A£tor,  lilies 
him,  the  Bell  of  Poets.  In  what  efteem  he  was 
m his  time  may  be  gatherec^from  part  of  a 
Copy  of  Verfes  writ  in  thai^Age,  call’d  a 
Cenfure  of  the  Poets , where  Tie  is  thus  Cha- 
rade riz'd.^ 

Next  Marlow  bathed  in  the  Thefpian  Springs , 
H*d  in  him  thofe  brave  Sublunary  things ; 

That  your  Fir fi- Poets  had;  his  Rap  tines  were 
All  Air  and  Firey  which  made  his  F ?rfes  clear; 
for  that  fine  Madnefs fiill  he  did  retain , 

JVhich  rightly  Jhould poJJ'efs  a Poet's  Brain . 

His  Genius  inclin’d  him  wholly  to  Tragedy, 
and  he  has  obliged  the  world  with  Seven  Plays 
of  this  kind,  of  his  own  Compofure,  befides 
One,  in  which  he  join’d  with  Nafhy  call’d  Z Ytdo 
Qgeen  of  Carthage , which  I never  faw.  Of  the 
others  take  the  following  Account. 

^ T>r . Faufhis  his  Tragical  Hifiory ',  printed  4*.  t 

fond.  1661.  There  is  an  old  Edition  which  I . 
never  law,  but  this  is  printed  with  new  Addi-  ? 
tions  of  feveral  Scenes.  The  Plot,  or  the  [ 
Foundraion  of  this  Play,  may  be  read  in  feveral  1 
Authors,  as  Camerarei  Hor.  Subci/iv.  Cent,  i-  j II 
tf^ierus  de  Prafiigiis  Dxmonumy  Lib.  2,.  Cap.  4.  ' 
fonder  us , &c. 
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Edward  the  Second \ a Tragedy  printed  4°.— 

Lond. I know  not  the  Date,  or  the  Stage 

where  this  Play  was  afted,  thro’  the  defeat  of 
my  Titlk-page.  For  the  Plot  confult  the  Hi- 
ftorians,  that  have  writ  on  thofe  Times,  as 
Ranulphus  Hidden , fValfingham , Math.  JVeJi - 
tniujlcr.  Elpecially  thofe  that  have  more  par- 
ticularly writ  his  Life,  as  Thomas  de  la  More. 

Sr.  Fr.  Hubert , &c. 

Jew  of  Malta , a Tragedy  play’d  before  the 
King  and  Queen,  in  her  Majefties  Theatre,  at 
Whitehall,  and  by  her  Majefties  Servants  at  the 
Cockcpit , printed  40.  Lond.  1633.  (after  the 
Author’s  Deceafe)  and  dedicated  (byMr.  Tho- 
mas Heywood  the  Publilher)  To  his  Worthy 
Friend  Mr.  Thomas  Hatnmon  of  Gray\-Inn. 
This  Play  was  in  much  efteem,  in  thofe  days 
ew’s  Part  being  play’d  by  Mr.  Edward  Al-  ^ 
rw»,  that  Ornament  both  to  Black-friars  Stage, 
and  to  his  Profellion  ; to  the  One  on  Account  of 
of  his  excellent  A&ion,  to  the  Other  of  his 
exemplary  Piety  in  founding  Dulwich  Hofpital 
in  Surrey.  What  Opinion  Mr.  Heywood  had 
of  the  Author  and  A£lor,  may  be  feen  by  the 
beginning  ol  his  Prologue  fpoke  at  the  Cock-pit . 

W f know  not  how  our  Tlay  may  pafs  this  Stage, 
But  by  the  bejlof  Toe ts  * in  that  Age 
The  Malta  Jew  had  being,  and  was  made : 

And  He,  then  by  the  best  of  * ATI or s play  d: 

In  Hero  and  Leander,  (c)  one  did  gain 
A lajiing  Memory : in  Tamberlain, 

* Mnloc.  * Alien.  (c)  A Postr. 


\ 
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This  Jew,  with  others  many : tti  other  watt 
The  Attribute  of peerlejs  ; being  a Man 
IVhom  we  may  rank  with  [doing no  oqe  wrong) 
Proteus  for  Shapes , and  Rofcius  fora  Tongue. 

Luff's  Dominion , or  The  Lafcivious  Queen,  a 
Tragedy  publifht  byMr  .Kirkrnan  S°.Lond.i66i. 
and  dedicated  to  his  worthily  honour’d  Friend 
LViUiam  Carpenter  Efquire.  This  Play  was  al-  l 
ter’d  by  Mrs.  Behny  and  a&ed  under  the  Title 
of  Abdelazery  or  The  Moors  Revenge. 

rSdafJ'acre  of  Paris,  with  the  Death  of  the 
Duke  ofGuife ; a Traeedy,  play’d  by  the  Right 
Honou  rable  the  Lord 'Admiral’s  Servants, print- 
ed octavo  Lond.  This  Play  is  not  divided 
into  A£ts ; it  begins  with  that  fatal  Marriage 
between  the  King  of  Navarre  and  Marguerite 
de  Valois y Sifter  to  King  Charles  the  Ninth,  the 
Occafion  of  the  MafTacre  ; and  ends  with  the  * 
Death  of  Henry  the  Third  of  France.  For  the 
Plot,  fee  the  Writers  of  thofe  times,  in  the 
Reigns  of  thefe  two  Kings,  Ch.  IX.  and  Henry 
III.  Thuanusy  Davila , ‘Pierre  MatthieufDupleix , 
Mezeray,  fyc. e 

er  Tamburlain  the  Great , or  The  Scythian  Shep- 
herd,  a Tragedy  in  two  parts;  fundry  times 
a£ted  by  the  Lord  Admiral’s  Servants,  printed 
in  an  old  Black-Letter  o£tavo  Lond.  15*93  .Had 
I not  Mr.  Hey  wood's  Word  for  it, 'In  the  rore- 
mentionM  Prologue,  I fhould  not  believe  this 
Play  to  be  his ; it  being  true,  what  an  ingenious 
Author  faid  (d),  That  whoever  was  the  Author , 
he  might  evn  keep  it  to  himfelffe cure  from  Pla- 

* ■ : — 

(d)  Sander's  Preface  to  Tamerlane* 
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giary.  For  the  Story,  fee  thofe  that  have  writ 
his  Life  in  particular,  as  Pietro  Perondini , M. 
St.  San&yon , Du  Bee , fee.  and  thofe  that  have 
treated  of  the  Affairs  of  Turky  and  Tartars  in 
’ general,  in  the  Reigns  of  Bajazet  and  Tamer - 
/ane7  as  Laonicus}  Chalcocondylasy  Pet.  Bizarus y 
Knol\es7  fee. 

He  writ  befides  a Poem,  call’d  Hero  and Le- 
anderz  IVhofe  mighty  Lines  ( fays  One  (c))  Mr. 
Benjamin  Johnfon,  a Man  fenfible  enough  of  his 
own  Abilities , was  often  heard  to  [ay,  that  they 
were  Examples  fitter  for  Admiration , than  Pa- 
ralel  This  Poem  being  left  imperfeft  by  our 
our  Author,  who  (according  to  Mr.  Philips  (f)) 
In  fome  riotous  Fray , came  to  an  untimely  and 
violent  End ; it  was  fnifjed  by  Mr.  Chapman, 
and printed  oltav*  Lond.  i<5o^.^ 

* 

Shakerley  Marmion. 

A Gentleman  born  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Ghmdes  • the  Firft,  at  Ainoe7  ( m Sutton  Hun- 
dred) in  the  County  of  Northampton^ about  the 
beginning  of  January  A.  D.  1602.  He  was 
bred  up  at  Thame- School,  in  Oxfordjhirey  and 
at  fifteen  Years  of  Age  was  fent  to  the  Univer- 
fitv  of  Oxford \ where  he  became  a Member  of 
JVadham  Colledge,  and  in  1624.  he  took  his 
& Mailer  of  Arts  Degree.^  What  further  became 
of  him,  I know  not,  all  that  I am  able  to  in- 
form the  Reader,  is,  that  he  was  the  Author 
of  three  Comedies,  which  have  formerly  been 
well  approv’d,  viz. 

(e)  Bofwonb* sPo:ai$,  Pret.  (Q  Modem  p.  24. 

**  * Anti- 
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Antiquary , a Comedy,  a£ted  by  her  Majeflies 
Servants  at  the  Cockpit,  and  printed  quarto 
Lond.  1641.  Aurelios  declaring  his  Marriage 
to  the  Duke  and  Leonardo , from  Lucre ti as 
Lodging,  where  he  got  in  by  her  Maid’s  Alii- 
fiance,  is  an  Incident  (as  I have  already  fhew’d) 
in  feveral  Plays. 

Fine  Companion , a Comedy  a£led  before  the 
King  and  Queen  at  IV hit  eh  all,  and  fundry  times 
with  great  applaufe  at  the  Private  Houfe  in 
Salisbury -court , by  the  Prince’s  Servants  ; print- 
ed quarto  Lond.  1 633  .and  dedicated  to  the  truly 
Noble,  and  his  worthy  Kmfman  in  all  refpe&s, 
Sir  Ralph  Dutton.  The  Reader  will  find  that 
O Captain  TorpuJI,  in  Sir  Barnaby  JVhig,  is  behold- 
ing to  Captain  fVhibble  in  his  Play,  for  fome 
of  his  Expreflions. 

Hollands  Leaguer , an  Excellent  Comedy, 
often  afted  with  great  Applaufe,  by  the  High 
and  Mighty  Prince  Charles  his  Servants,  at  tne 
Private  Houle  in  Sahsbury-court, printed  quarto 
fand.  x 632.  The  Author  in  this  Play  has  (hew- 
ed his  Reading,  having  borrow’d  feveral  things 
from  Juvenal,  Retronius  Arbyter , fyc. 

Mr.  IVinJlanley  has  made  no  mention  of  our 
Author,  and  Mr.  Rhilips  (e)  to  prove  hisCha- 
ra£ter  of  him,  that  he  is  not  an  Obfcure  or  Urt- 
copious  Writer  of  Englijh  Comedy,  has  aferib’d 
two  Comedies  to  him,  which  belong  to  other 
Men;  the  Fletre  being  writ  by  Edward  Sharp- 
ham,  and  the  Fair  Maid  of  the  Exchange  { if 
we  may  believe  Kirkmans  Account  ) by  Tho- 
mas Hey  wood. 

(g)  Mndctn  Poets,  p.170. 
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John  Marston. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  o£King 
James  the  Firft,  who  was  a Contributor  to  the 
Stage  in  his  Time,  by  Eight  Plays  which  were 
approv’d  by  the  Audience  at  the  Black-fry ars^ 
and  one  of  them,  viz.  "Dutch  Curtezan^wx*  fome 
few  Years  fince,  reviv’d  with  fuccefs  on  the 
prefent  Stage,  under  the  Title  of  The  Revenge , 
or  The  Match  in  Newgate. 

The  place  of  our  Author’s  Birth,  and  Fa- 
mily, are  to  me  unknown,  neither  can  I reco- 
ver other  Information  of  him , than  what 
I learnt  from  the  Teftimony  of  his  Book- 
feller  (h);  c That  he  was  free  from  all  Obfcene 
4 Speeches,  which  is  the  chief  caufe  that  makes 
c Plays  to  be  fo  odious  unto  nioft  Men.  That  he 
‘abhorr’d  fuch  Writers  and  their  Works, 
1 and  profell:  himfelf  an  Enemy  to  all  fuch  as 
’*fhifft  their  Scenes  with  Ribaldry,  and  larded 
c their  Lines  with  Scurrilous  Taunts  and  Jelfs  : 
1 So  that  whatfoever  even  in  the  Spring  of  his 
1 Years,  he  prefented  upon  the  private  and  pub- 
1 lick  Theatre,  in  his  Autumn  and  Declining 
1 Age  he  needed  not  to  be  afham’d  of  An  Ex- 
cellent Character  ! and  fit  for  the  Imitation  of 
our  Dramatijis ; moft  of  whom  would  be 
thought  to  have  throughly  ftudyed  Horace:  I 
could  wifh  therefore,  that  they  which  know 
him  fo  well,  would  call  to  Mind  and  praftice 
his  Advice ; which  is  thus  expreft  (*), 


(h)  Ep.  Dcd,  to  his  Plays,  8o.  (i ) De  Arle  Poeticti. 

Silvis 
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Si/vts  deduct  t cave ant y me  judiceyFauniy 

Ne  nimiu-  teneres juvenentur  verftbus  unquatny 
Aut  immunda  c repent,  ignominiofaq;  dicta. 
Offendmtur  enim  quibus  eft  equus,  & pater 
fy  res. 

Y'  But  leaving  this,  I (hall  give  the  Reader  an 
Account  of  his  Plays  in  their  Accuftom’d 
Order:  having  firft  inform’d  him,  that  fix 
of  our  Author’s  Plays  are  colleiled  into  one  Vo- 
A lu me,  being  pnblifht  under  the  Title  of  The 
Works  of  Mr.  John  Marfton,  printed  oilavo 
Loud.  1 633.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honou- 
rable, the  Lady  Elizabeth  Carte , Vifcountefs 
Faulkland.  According  to  the  Alphabet,  I am 
to  begin  with,  viz.  , 

Antonio  and  Melida, , a Hiflory  ailed  by  the 
Children  of  Touts,  printed  oilavo  Lond.  1 633. 

Antonios  Revenge , or  The  Second  part  of  An- 
tonio tfWMelida ; frequently  ailed  by  the  Chil- 
dren of  Poufs,  printed  in  octavo.  Thefe  two 
Plays  were  Jikewife  printed  in  quarto  above 
30  Years  before  this  new  Edition,  viz.  1602. 

"Dutch  Curtezan , a Comedj^divers  times  pre- 
fented  at  the  B lack  fry ars , by  the  Children  of  ** 
the  Queens  Majefties  Revels;  printed  in  oilavo 
Lond.  1633.  This  Play  was  publifht  long  be- 
fore in  quarto  viz.  1 . Cockle demoy  s cheat- 
ing Mrs.  MuUigrub  the  Fintners  Wife,  of  the 
Goblet  and  the  Salmon, is  borrow’d  trom  an  old 
French  Book  called  Les  Contes  du  Monde : fee 
the  fame  Story  in  Englijh , in  a Book  of  Novels, 
call’d  The  "Palace  of  Pleafure , in  the  lad  Novel. 
Infat tat  e Count  eft,  a Tragedy  ailed  at  the 

IVhtte - 
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iFhite-fryars,  printed  quarto  Lond.  1603.^  It 
being  a common  cuflom  with  our  Author  to 
difguife  his  Story,  and  to  perfonate  real  Per- 
fons, under  feign’d  Characters  : I am  perfwaded 
that  in  this  Play,  under  the  Title  of  Ifabellay 
the  Infatiable  Countefs  o'f  Suevia  ; he  meant 
Joane  the  Firfl  Queen  of  Jerusalem , Naples, and 
Sicily : and  I doubt  not  but  the  Reader  who  will 
compare  the  Play  with  the  Hiftory,  will  aflent 
to  my  conjectures  Many  are  the  Writers  that 
have  related  her  Life,  as  Collenuccio , Simmo - 
neta,  Vtllani,  Montius , fyc.  but  I refer  my  Eu- 
glijh  Reader  to  Dr.  Fullers  Trophane  State  Ch. 
2.  That  her  Life  has  been  the  SubjeCt  not  on- 
ly of  Hiftory,  but  of  Poetry  and  Novels  alfo,  is 
manifeft  from  this  Play,  and  the  Novels  of 
Bandello,  who  has  related  her  Story  under  the 
Title  of  The  Inordinate  Life  of  the  Count efi  of 
Celant.  This  Novel  is  tranilated  into  French 
by  Bellejorejl,  Tom.  2.  Nov.  20.  and  poflibly 
our  Author  might  build  his  Play  on  this 
Foundation.  The  like  Story  is  related  in  Gods 
Revenge  againft  Adultery , under  the  Name  of 
Anne  of  lEerdenberg , Dutchefs  of  Ulme  : See 
Hilt.  y. 

dMale  Content , a Tragicomedy,  the  firfl  De- 
fign  being  laid  by  Mr.  iVebfler , was  corrected 
and  augmented  by  our  Author, printed  40.  Lond. \ 
1604.  anc^  dedicated  in  the  following  Stile  to 
Benjobnfon:  Benjamini  John ( onio , Foe  tee  Ele- 
gantijjimo , Gravijjimo , A?mco  J'uo  candido  fy  cor - 
dartoy Johannes  Marfton,Muf arum  Alumnus,  afpe* 
ram  hanc Jiiam  Thaliam  '£).  U.  Notwithfland- 
ing  our  Authors  profefiion  of  Friend  Chip,  he 

after- 
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afterwards  could  not  refrain  from  refle&ing 
on  Mr.  Johnfon, , on  Account  of  his  Sejanus , and 
Catiline , as  the  Reader  will  find  in  the  perufal 
of  his  Epiftie  to  Sophotusba  : ‘ Know  (fays  he) 
‘that  I have  not  labour’d  in  this  Poem  to  re- 
flate any  thing  as  anTIiftorian,  but  to  enlarge 
‘every  thing  as  a Poet.  To  tranferibe  Au- 
‘ thors,  quote  Authorities,  and  tranflate  Latin 
‘ Profe  Orations  into  Enghjh  Blank-Verfe,  hath 
‘ in  this  Subjeft  been  the  leaf!  aim  of  my  Stu- 
‘ dies.  That  Mr.  Johnfon  is  here  meant,  will  I 
prefume  be  evident  to  any  that  are  acquainted 
with  his  Works,  and  will  compare  the  Ora- 
tions in  Salufl , with  thofe  in  Catiline.  On  what 
provocations  our  Author  thus  cenfured  his 
Friend  I know  not,  but  this  Cuftom  has  been 
pra&ic’d  in  all  Ages  ; the  Old  Proverb  being 
verify ’d  in  Poets  as  well  as  Whores,  Two  of  a 
Trade  can  never  agree.  ’Tis  within  the  Me- 
mory of  Man,  that  a Play  has  been  dedicated 
to  the  late  witty  Earl  of  Rochejler , and  an  Eflay 
upon  Satyr  from  the  fame  Hand  has  befpatter’d 
his  Reputation:  So  true  it  is  that  fome  Poets 

Are  fill  prepar'd  to  praife  or  to  abhor  us, 

Satyr  they  have  and  Tanegyrick  for  us. 

'But  begging  pardon  for  this  Digreflion,  I re- 
turn to  the  Play,  which  I take  to  be  an  honefi: 
general  Satyr,  and  not  (as  fome  malicious  Ene- 
mies endeavour’d  to  perfwade  the  World)  de- 
fign’d  to  flrike  at  any  particular  Perfons. 

?arafit after,  or  The  Fawn,  a Comedy  divers 
times  prefented  at  the  Black  fry ars  by  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  Queens  Majefties  Revels ; printed 

8* 


'T 


f'A- 


a 


4* 


- ^ ✓ _ > ■ y&rr&Ly  cJ  y^  9>,~A4. 


%/&-' 


/*  /> 

/ j r c-<>-*  <^ 


^ ^4*ye-  a^-Sf'£'*'L-<4?-3f<'  y j£.-^£.  *y 


/> 


-e^jr^c 


^ ^ 'Py<S 


Drama  tick.  Poets . j 5 1 

8°.  Lond.  163 3.  This  Play  was  formerly  print- 
ed in  quarto  i6o<5\  The  Plot  of  Dulamel  her 
cozening  the  Duke  by  a pretended  Difcovery 
of  Tiberios  Love  to  her,  is  borrow’d  from  Boc - 
cace’s  Novels,  Day  3.  Nov.  3.  This  Novel  is 
made  ufe  of  as  an  Incident  in  feveral  other 
Plays,  as  Fiords  Vagaries , Souldiers  Fortune  ; 
ana  Nymphadoro's  Humour  of  Loving  the 
whole  Sex,  Aft.  3.  Sc.  1.  is  copy’d  from  Ovid' s 
Amor.  Lib.  2.  Eleg.  4. 

IVhat you  will , a Comedy  printed  80.  Lond. 
1633.  Francifco  s zanying  the  Perfon  and  Hu- 
mour of  Albano , is  an  incident  in  feveral  Plays, 
as  Mr.  Cowley  s Guardian , Albumazer , tno” 

I prefume  the  Defign  was  firffc  copy’d  front 
Plautus  his  Amphitrno.  This  I take  to  be  one 
of  our  Authors  beffc  Plays. 

IVonder  of  Women,  or  Sophonisba  her  Tra- 
gedy, fundry  times  afted  at  the  Black-fry  or  s^ 
and  printed  in  8°.  Lond.  1633.  This  Play  is 
founded  onHiftory;  fee  Livy,  Dec.  3.  Lib.  10. 
Corn.  Nepos  in  Vit . Anmbal.  Polibius , Appian, 
Qrojius.  The  Englifh  Reader  may  read  this  Sto~ 
rylively  deferib’d  by  the  Judicious  Sir  IV.  Raw- 
kwh-  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  World,  Book  the  y. 

Mr.  Phillips  (k),  and  Mr.  Winjlanley  (J)  have 
created  him  the  Author  of  a Play  call’d  The 
Faithful  Shepherd,  which  lam  confident  is  none 
of  his ; and  have  omitted  his  Satyrs,  which 
render’d  him  more  eminent  than  his  Drama- 
tick  Poetry.  The  Title  is  The  Scourge  of  VjU 
Jany,  in  three  Books  of  Satyrs,  printed  in  8a. 
Lund._  iyp8.  Mr.  Fitz-Geoffry  above-mentioned, 
ik  Mvdeiit  Ptctsi  p.  115.  (j'  £r%'tlh  p.  137. 
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m the  Account  of  ‘Darnel  and  Johnfon,  writ  in 
fhcnCominendation  the  follow  ingHexaftick(  ). 

A jd  Johannem  Marftonem. 

Gloria  Marftoni  Satyr  arum  proximo  prim*, 
Trimaque,  fas  primus  ft  numerate  duas , 

Sin primam  duplicate  nefas,  tua  gloria] alt em 
Marftoni  prim*  proximo  femper  erit. 

Nec  te  pxniteat jlationis , Jane : Jecundus, 

Ch  duo  fint  tantkmpft  neuter  ; at  ambo  pares. 

John  Mason. 

I can  give  the  Reader  no  Account  of  this 
Author,  further,  than  he  was  a Mafter  of  Arts 
in  the  time  of  King>««  the  Firft,  about  the 
middle  ofwhofe  Reign  he  publiflit  a PlayftM 
Muleajfes  the  Turk , a Worthy  T.ra8ed^;^ 
vers  times  afted  by  the  Children  ot  *S  J 
flies  Revels,  printed  4°.  Loud.  1610.  Whether 
this  Play  deferv’d  the  Title  of  ^ortM  ] 
not  determine  :.but  that  the  Author  had  a goo 
Opinion  of  it,  feems  apparent  from  his  Lemma 
in  the  Title-page,  borrow  d from  Horace , 

Sume  fuperbiam  qua  fit  am  mentis . 

+ Philip  Massinger. 

This  Author  was  Born  at  Salisbury, 

' ' -af^ng-^^theTi*;  being  Son  to 
Maffmger,  a Gentleman  belonging  to  the 
AEarl  of  dMtwtgemety *in  who fc  Lrvicc  alter 
having  fpent  many  years  happily,  he  Died.  _ 
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bellow’d  a liberal  Education  on  our  Author, 
fending  him  to  the  Univerlity  of  Oxford \ at 
Eighteen  years  of  Age  viz.  1602.  where  he 
clofely  purlued  his  Studies  in  Alban- Hall , for 
Three  or  Four  years  fpace.  How  he  fpent  his 
Life  afterwards  I know  not : but  ’tis  evident 
that  he  dedicated  a great  part  of  his  Studies 
to  Poetry,  from  feveral  Plays  which  he  has 
publilht,  and  which  were  highly  efleem’d  of 
by  the  Wits  of  thofe  times,  lor  the  purity  of 
Stile,  and  the  Oeconomy  of  their  Plots;  for 
which  Excellency  he  is  thus  commended  by 
an  old  Poet : 


Ingenious  Shakefpear,  Maftinger,  that  knows 

The  Strength  of  Plot, to  write  in  F' ?rfe,andProfe; 

IVhofe  Eajy  Pegafus  will  ramble  ore 

Some  Threefcore  Miles  of  Fancy  in  an  Hour. 

• . , 

He  was  extreamly  belov’d  by  the  Poets  of  that 
Age,  and  there  were  few  but  what  took  it  as 
an  Honour  to  club  with  him  in  a Play:  wijt- 
nefs  Middiet on,  Rowley,  Field,  and  Decker : all 
which  join’d  with  him  in  feveral  Labours. 
Nay,  further  to  Ihew  his  Excellency,  the  in- 
genious  Fletcher , took  him  in  as  a Partner  in 
feveral  Plays,  as  I have  already  hinted,  p.  217. 
He  was  a Man  of  much  Modefly  and  extraor- 
dinary Parts,  and  were  it  not  that  I fear  to 
draw  Envy  on  our  Poets  Memory,  I could  pro- 
duce feveral  Teflimonials  in  confirmation  of 
this  truth:  however  I will  give  the  Reader 
one  Inflance  for  many,  being  the  Tellimony  of 
a Worthy  Gentleman,  Sir  Thomas  Jay : 
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T'ou  may  remember , bow  you  chid  me , 

I rankt you  equal  with  t ho/e  glorious  Men 
Beaumont  ^WFletcher : if  you  love  not  praije , 
Ton  mit/i  forbear  the publifhing  of  Plays. 

The  crafty  Mazes  of  the  cunning  Plot  ; 

The polijht  Thrafe  ; the  fweet  Exprejfions , got 
Neither  by  theft , nor  violence  ; The  Conceipt 
FreJbj  and  unfulhed ; All  is  of  weighty 
Able  to  make  the  Captive  Reader  knoWy 
J did  but  Jujlicey  when  I plac'd  yon  fo. 

Our  Author  has  publifht  Fourteen  Plays  of 
his  own  Writing,  befides  thofe  in  which  he 
join’d  with  other  Poets.  We  fhall  begin  with 
a Play  call’d 

Bajhful  Lover y a Tragi-comedy  often  a&ed 
at  the  private  Houfe  in  Black  friar  sy  by  His 
Ma jellies  Servants,  with  great  Applaufe,  prin- 
ted 8°.  1 6$$- 

Bondman , an  ancient  Story,  often  a£ted  with 
good  allowance  at  the  Cocfpit  in  Drury-laney 
by  the  molt  Excellent  Princefs  the  Lady  Eliza- 
beth her  Servants,  printed  40.  Lond.\6f&.  and 
- \ - dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourably  and  his 
Singular  good  Lord  Thilip  Earl  of  Montgomery. 
The  Plot  of  the  Slaves  being  feduc’d  to  Rebel- 
lion by  Ti/ander , and  reduc’d  by  Timoleony  and 
their  flight  at  the  light  of  the  Whips  ; is  bor- 
row’d from  the  Story  of  the  Scythian  Slaves  Re- 
bellion agai nil  their  Mailers. See  Jujlin  L.i.C.y. 

City  CMadam,  a Comedy  afted  at  the  private  ! 
Houfe  in  Black-friars  with  great  Applaufe, 
printed  40.  Lond.  i(Syp.  for  Andrew  Tenny - || 
cuickey One  of  the  Ailors,  and  dedicated  by  him 
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to  the  truly  Noble  and  Virtuous  Lady,  Anne, 
Countefs  of  Oxford.  This  is  an  Excellent 
old  Play. 

‘Duke  of  Mtllaift , a Tragedy  printed  in  40. 
tho  when,  or  where  afted  1 know  not,  my  Copy 
being  imperfect  As  to  the  Plot,  I idppoie 
Sforzds  giving  orders  to  his  Favourite  Fran - 
eifeo, to  murther  his  beloved  Wife  the  Dutchefs 
Marcelia , was  borrow’d  from  the  Hiftory  of 
Herod \ who  on  the  like  occafion  left  orders 
with  his  Unci zjofeph  to  put  his  beloved  Ma - 
riamne  to  Death  ; as  the  Reader  may  fee  111 
Jofephus , Lib.  iy.  Cap.  4. 

Emperor  of  the  Faff  a Tragi-comedy  divers 
times  afted  at  the  Black  friars,  and  Globe  Play- 
houfes,  by  the  King’s  Majefties  Servants,  prin- 
ted 4°.  Lond.  itf^^and  dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable,  and  his  very  good  Lord,  John  Lord 
Mohune , Baron  of  Oke-hampton.  This  Play  is 
commended  by  three  Copies  of  Verfes,  One  of 
which  was  writ  by  Sir  Afion  Cockain.  For  the 
Play,  ’tis  founded  on  the  Hiftory  of  Theodofms 
the  Younger.  See  Socrates  L.  7.  Theodoret  L.y. 
Nicep  horns  L.  14.  Baronins , Godeau , &c. 

Fatal  Dowry,  a Tragedy  often  afted  at  the 
private  Houfe  in  Black  friars,  by  His  Majefties 
Servants,  printed  4 °.  Lond ' 1632.  This  Play 
was  writ  by  our  Author  and  Mr.  NatJyaniel 
Field  (of  whom  I have  already  fpoken).  The 
behaviour  of  Charalois  in  voluntarily  choofing 
imprifonment  to  ranfom  his  Fathers  Corps, 
that  it  might  receive  Funeral  Rights;  is  co- 
pied from  the  Athenian  Cymon,  that  admirable 
Example  of  Piety  fo  much  celebrated  by  Vale - 
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nus  Maximus , Lib.y.  C.4.  Ex.p.  Tlutarcb  and 
Cornelius  Nepos  notwithftanding  make  it  a 
forc’d' ACtion,  and  not  voluntary. 

Guardian , a Comical  Hiftory  often  aCted  at  - 
the  private  Houfe  in  Blackfryars  by  his  late 
Majefties  Servants,  with  great  Applaufe,  prin- 
ted 80.  Lond.  1 6$s*  Severino’s  cutting  off Ca- 
lipfos  Nofe  in  the  dark,  taking  her  for  his 
Wife  Jolantre , is  borrow’d  from  the  Cimerian 
cj Matron  a Romance  8°.  the  like  Story  is  rela- 
ted in  Boccace  Day  8.  Nov.  7. 

Great  'Duke  of  Florence , a Comical  Hiftory 
often  prefented  wTith  good  allowance  by  her 
Majefties Servants  at  the Thoenix mDrury-lane, 
printed  40.  Lond.  163 <5.  and  dedicated  to  the 
truly  Honoured  and  his  noble  Favourer,  Sir 
Robert  JVifeman  of  ThorreT s-Hall  in  EJfex. 
This  Play  is  commended  by  two  Copies  of 
Verfes,  One  of  which  was  writ  by  Mr.  John 
Ford of  vThom  wTe  have  already  fpoken p.  219. 
The  falfe  Character  given  the  Duke  of  the 
Beauty  of  Lidia , by  Sanafarro , relembles  the 
Story  of  King  Edgar  and  Duke  Ethelwolph  in 
his  Account  of  the  Perfections  of  Alphreda . 
As  the  Reader  may  find  the  Story  related  in  our 
Englifh  Chronicles  that  have  writ  the  Reign 
of  Edgar,  as  Speed,  Stow , Baker,  &c. 

Maid  of  Honour,  a Tragi-comedy  often  pre- 
fented udth  good  allowance,  at  the  Phoenix  in 
Drury -lane,  by  the  Queen’s  Majefties  Servants, 
princed40.  Lond.  1632.  and  dedicated  to  his 
moft  Honoured  Friends,  Sir  Francis  Foliambe, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Bland.  A Copy  of  Verfes  is 
prefixt  to  the  Play,  writ  by  Sir  Ajlon  Cokain. 

New 
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New  way  to  pay  Old  Debts,  a Comedy  often 
ailed  at  the  Phoenix  in  Drury -lane,  by  the 
Queens  Majefties  Servants,  printed  40.  Lond ' 
1633.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Robert  Earl  of  Carnarvon.  This  Play  is  dc- 
fervedly  commended  by  the  Pens  of  Sir  Henry 
Moody,  and  Sir  Thomas  fay,  above-mention'd. 

Old  Law,  or  A new  IV ay  to  p leaf e you,  au 
excellent  Comedy  ailed  before  the  King  and 
Qijeen  at  Salisbury -houfe,  and  at  feveral  other 
places  with  great  applaufe,  printed  4°.  Lond \ 
16 j 6.  In  this  Play  our  Author  was  aififled  by 
Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Rowley . At  the  End 
of  it  is  printed  a Catalogue  of  Plays,  which  tho* 
Ril’d  perfect  in  the  Title-page,  isTar  from  it : 
for  befides  abundance  of  Typographical  Faults, 
there  are  many  other  grofs  Errors:  feveral 
pieces  being  mention’d  under  the  Title  of  Plays 
which  are  of  a different  Species ; for  Inflance 
Virgil's  Eclogues  are  inferted  under  the  Name 
of  a Tragedy  fee. 

Picture , a Tragi-comedy,  often  prefented 
with  good  allowance  at  the  Globe  and  Black- 
Fryars  Play-houfes,  by  the  King’s  Majellies 
Servants,  printed  40.  Lond.  1636.  and  dedi- 
cated to  his  Honour’d,  and  Seleiled  Friends  of 
the  Noble  Society  of  the  Inner-Temple . This 
Play  was  ailed  by  thofe  excellent  Players  of  the 
lafl  Age,  Lowin , Taylor,  Benfield,  &c.  and  is 
commended  by  his  true  Friend,  Sir  Thomas  Jay. 
The  Plot  of  Sophias  decoying  the  two  debauch  t 
Courtiers  Richardo  and  Ubaldo,  who  attempted 
her  Chaflity,  is  related  in  a Book  of  Novels  in 
oilavo,  call’d  The  Fortunate , Deceiv'd,  and  Un - 
Z 1 fortu - 
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fortunate  Lovers , fee  Nov.  4.  of  the  Deceiv'd 
Lovers:  but  this  Story  is  I fuppofe  originally 
Italian , this  Book  being  a Collection  f 10m  Ita- 
lian Novels. 

Renegado , a Tragi-comedy  often  ailed  by  the 
Queens  Majellies  Servants,  at  the  private  Play- 
houfe  in  'Drury -latte,  printed  40.  Lend.  1630. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  George 
Hol  ding,  Baron  of  Barkley  of  Barkley  Cajtic, 
and  Knight"  of  the  Honourable  Order  of  the 
Both  i h i s flay  is  lijccwile  commended  by 
two  Copies  of  V cries  ■ One  of  which  was  writ 
by  Mr.  fames  Shirley. 

Roman  Actor,  a Tragedy  aCied  divers  times 
witii  good  allowance  at  the  private  Houle  in 
tne  Black-fi  yars,  by  the  King’s  Majellies  Ser- 
vants, printed  40.  162.9.  and  dedicated  to  his 
much  Honour’d,  and  moll  True  Friends,  Sir 
Philip  Knivet , Sir  Thomas  fay,  and  Thomas  BeU 
Hugh  am  of  New  timber  in  SuJJ'ex  Efquire.  This 
Play  is  commended  by  Six  Copies  of  Verfes 
writ  by  feveral  Dramatick  Poets  of  that  Age, 
as  May,  Goff,  Ford , &c.  For  the  Plot  read  Sue- 
tonius in  the  Life  of  Domitian,  Aurelius  Victor, 
Eutropins , Lib.  1.  Tacitus , Lib.  1 3.  fyc. 

H °ry  Woman, ox  I he  Prince  ofTarent , a T ragi- 
comedy  often  aCted  at  the  private  Houfe  in  the 
Blackifrvars,  by  His  late  Ma jellies  Servants 
with  great  applaufe,  printed  8°.  Lond.  i6yy. 
Our  Author  owns  (n)  this  Play  to  be  founded 
on  a SubjeCt  which  long  before  appear’d  on  the 
Stage : tho’  what  Play  it  was  I know  not.  I 
have  already  acquainted  the  Reader  (°)  with 
(nj  See  Prulvgfie.  (c ) lJag.  69. 

the  " 
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the  Refemblance  between  the  Plot  of  thisTra- 
gi-comedy,  and  The  Objlinate  Lady.  This  Play, 
with  The  Bajhful  Lover , and  The  Guardian , are- 
printed  together.  + 

Virgin  CMartyr,  a Tragedy  a&ed  by  His  Ma- 
jelties  Servants  with  great  applaufe, printed  40. 
Lond.  1661.  In  this  Play  our  Author  took  in 
Mr.  Thomas  Decker  for  Partner.  I prefume  the 
Story  may  be  met  with  in  the  Martyrologies 
which  have  treated  of  the  Tenth  Perfecution 
in  the  time  of  Diocle jian,  and  Maximian.  Sec 
RoJJweidus , Valefius , &c. 

Unnatural  Combat , a Tragedy  prefented  by 
the  King's  Ma  jellies  Servants  at  the  Globe# rin- 
ted4°.  Lond.  1639.  and  dedicated  to  his  much 
Honour’d  Friend,  Anthony  Senthger  of  Oukfeam 
in  Kent,  Efquire.  ‘ This  Old  Tragedy  (as  the 
€ Author  tells  his  Patron)  has  neither  Prologue 
1 nor  Epilogue,  it  being  compofed  in  a time, 

1 when  luch  By-ornaments,  were  not  advanced 
L above  the  Fabrick  of  the  whole  work. 

I know  nothing  elfe  of  our  Authors  Wri- 
tings, and  therefore  mull  halten  to  the  laffc  A£i 
of  his  Life, his  Death ; which  happen'd  at  Lon- 
don vec  March  i6jj9.  On  the  Seventeenth  of^ 
the  fame  Month  he  was  Buried  in  St.  Mary 
Overies  Church  in  Southwark,  in  the  fame 
Grave  with  Mr.  Fletcher.  What  Monument, 
or  Infcription  he  has  I know  not ; but  fhall 
clofe  up  our  Account  of  this  Ingenious  Poet, 
with  the  following  Epitaph  writ  by  Sir  Ajlon 
Cokain , (p) 


(?)  fyi&wnsy  L.  1.  Ep.  100. 
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An  Epitaph  on  Mr.  John  Fletcher , and  Mr.  Thi - 
///>  Majfinger , who  lay  both  buried  in  one 
Grave,  in  St.Afary  Over/ s Church,  in 
wark. 

In  the  fame  Grave  Fletcher  was  buried \ here 
Lies  the  Stage-Foet , Philip  Mallinger : 

Flays  they  did  write  together,  were  great 
Friends , 

And  now  one  Grave  includes  them  in  their  Ends. 
So  whom  on  Earth  nothing  did part , beneath 
Here  ( in  their  Fame  ) they  lie , fftght  °j 

\ 'Death . 

0 Thomas  May. 

This  Gentleman  was  born  in  Sujfex  of  an 
ancient  but  fomewhat  declining  Family,  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  was  lor  fome 
Years  bred  a Scholar  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge , being  Fellow-Commoner  of  Sidney 
Colledge.  During  his  Abode  there,  he  was  a 
very  clofe  Student,  and  what  Stock  of  Learn- 
ing he  then  treafur’d  up,  is  apparent  from  his 
Works,  which  are  in  print.  He  remov’d  af- 
terwards to  London,  following  the  Court, where 
he  contra&ed  Friendlhip  with  feveral Eminent 
Courtiers, amongft  others  with  the  accomplilht 
Endymion  For  ter , Efq;  One,  of  the  Gentlemen 
of  Jits  Ma  jellies  Bedchamber  ; a Gentleman  fo 
dear  to  Sir  IVilliam  Z>*. Avenant,  that  he  (tiled 
him  (*)  Lord  of  his  Mufe  and  Heart.  Whilft 
he  refided  at  Court,  he  writ  the  five  Plays 

(q)  Poem  , p.  133. 
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which  arc  extant,  and  poflibly  his  other  Pieces. 
Dr.  Fuller  fays  of  him  ( r),  ‘That  fome  Difguft 
‘at  Court  was  given  to,  or  taken  by  him,  ( as 
‘fome  would  have  it)  becaufe  his  Bays  were 
‘not  guilded  richly  enough,  and  his  Verfes  re- 
‘ warded  by  King  Charles, according  to  expeCta- 
‘ tion.  Mr.  Philips  (f)  and  J\ hx  Winjlanley  (*)  infi- 
ll u ate,  That  being  Candidate  with  Sir  IViUiam 
Z>' Avenant,  for  the  Honourable  Title  of  the 
Queen s Poet,  and  being  fruftrate  in  his  Expe- 
ctations , out  of  meer  Spleen,  as  it  is  thought, 
for  his  Repulfe,  he  vented  his  Spite  in  his  Hi-  ^ 
ftorv  the  late  Civil  Wars  of  England;  where- 
in, Mr .JVinftanley  fays,  he  fhew’d  all  the  Spleen 
of  a Male-contented  Poet,  making  thereby  his 
Friends  his  Foes,  and  rendring  his  Name  odi« 
ous  to  Pofienty.  Whether  this  Accufation  be 
true,  or  no,  I know  not;  but  I am  fure  his 
Enemies  muff  allow  him  to  be  a good  Poet,  tho’ 
poflibly  he  fell  fhort  of  Sir  IViUiam  'D' Avenant : 
and  thoT  no  ways  abet  his  felf  Opinion,  yeti 
learn  from  Horace , that  even  111  Poets,  fet  a 
value  on  their  Writings,  tho’  they  are  defpis’d 
by  others; 

Ridentur  mala  qui  componunt  Carntina , verum 
Gaudent  Scrihentes , & ft  verier  antur,fe  ultro7 
Si  t ace  as,  laudant , quicquid feripfere  beati. 

And  therefore  I hope  the  moderate  Cntick  will 
bear  with  the  Frailty  of  our  Author:  and  I 
doubt  not  but  if  they  will  read  his  Works  with 
Candor,  and  efpecially  his  Plays,  they  will  find 
he  had  fome  Reaion  for  his  Opinion  of  what 
(r)mrttnes  Saffex,  p.iio*  (lj  Pag  179.  (tjpag.i$4. 

he 
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he  writ.  I fhall  firfl:  give  the  Reader  a fuo 
cin£t  Account  of  his  Plays  as  follows : 

Agrippina  Emprefs  of  Rome,  her  Tragedy, 
printed  no.  Lond.  1659.  Our  Author  has  fol- 
low’d Xiphilinus , Tacitus , and  Suetonius , in  the 
Defigning  his  Tragedy : and  befides  has  tranf- 
lated  and  inferted  above  30.  Lines  from  Tetro- 
nius  Arbyters  Satyr  icon  (u), being  a Tranflation 
of  thofe  Verfes  recited  by  Eumolpus , beginning 

Orbemjam  totum  viSfor  Romanics  habebatfsiQ. 
and  concluding  with 

Siculo  fcarus  <equore  merfus 

Ad  menj'am  vivus  per ducitur7 


Now  altho’  this  is  patly  enough  apply’d  by  our 
Author,  he  having  introduced  Nero  at  a Ban- 
quet, commanding  Tetronius  to  write  a Satyr 
againfl  thole  Pleasures  he  us’d  to  commend ; 
yet  methinks  Mr.  May,  having  fuch  a particu- 
lar Value  for  Lucan , as  to  tranflate  his  Tharfa- 
ha,  he  fliould  not  have  inferted  what  was  pur- 
pofely  writ  againft  this  particular  Work;  as 
may  be  gather’d  from  the  foregoing  Speech, 
Ecce  Belli  Civilis  ingens  Opus , fyc.  but  rather 
have  left  it  to  fu<ch  a Man  as  T>ouza, , who  (as  a 
French  Author  has  obferv’d  ) could  no  longer 
endure  the  Fire  and  Tempefl  of  Lucan,  when 
he  read  the^Takmg  of  Troy, or  that  Tittle  EBay 
of  the  War  of  TharJ'alia , which  he  declar’d  to 
love  much  better  quam  trecenta  Corduben/ts  ti- 
ll us  Tharfalicorum  verfuum  V dumiua . The  firfl: 
Ad  of  this  Play  has  been  ill  corrected,  four 

( u ) Att.  4.  * I take  the  brft  to  be  ipoke  of  VtrgiC s 
* The  fecond  of  P drowns  his  Poem  above-mention’d. 
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pages  of  it  being  printed  twice  over. 

Antigone , the  Thebane  Princefs  her  Tragedy, 
printed  8o.Z0W.163 1. and  dedicated  to  the  moil 
Worthily  Honoured  EndymionPorter  Efquire. 
Our  Author  in  the  Contexture  of  this  Tragedy 
has  made  uie  of  the  Antigone  of  Sophocles , and 
the  Thebais  of  Seneca.  The  Reader  may  fee  be- 
fides  Statius's  Thebais , fee. 

Cleopatra  Queen  of  <y£gypt  her  Tragedy, 
aded  1616.  and  printed  12°.  Lond.  1639.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Accomplifhd  Sir  Kenehne  o 
jOigby.  The  Author  has  follow’d  the  Hiflo- 
rians  of  thofe  times,  as  Appian.  de  Beilis  Civi- 
libus  l?b.$.  P/ut arch's  Life  of  rjM.  Anthony , Sue- 
tonius's Life  of  Augu/lus.  F lor  us  lib. a..  Tiony&c. 
He  has  borrow’d  befides  feveral  other  Embe- 
lifhments,  as  Calimaccuss  Epigram  upon  Timon 
the  Mijanthropijl ; an  Account  of  the  Ancient 
Lybtan  PJylls , fo  famous  for  curing  the  Vene- 
mous  Bites  of  Serpents,  by  fucking  the  wound, 
related  by  Pliny , lib.  7.  c.  2.  and  by  Solinusyfec. 

Heir , a Comedy  aded  by  the.  Company  of 
Revels  1620.  printed  40.  Lond.  1633.  This 
Comedy  is  extreamly  commended  by  the  al- 
ready mention’d  Mr.  Thomas  Carew,  in  a Copy 
of Verfes  affix’d  to  the  Play;  where  amongfl 
other  Commendations  bellow’d  on  the  Stile, 
and  the  Natural  wofking  up  of  the  Paffions,  he 
lays  thus  of  the  Oeconomy  of  the  Play : 

The  whole  Plot  doth  alike  it  felf  difclofe , 

Thro'  the  Five  AFts,  as  doth  a Lock , that  goes 
JVith  Letters,  for  till  every  one  be  kpoven. 

The  Loc^s  as  f aft  y as  if  you  had  found  none. 
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I believe  there  are  few  Perfons  of  Judgment 
that  aretrue  lovers  of  Innocent  and  inoffenfive 
Comedy,  but  will  allow  this  to  be  an  Excellent 
Play. 

Old  Couple , a Comedy  printed  40.  Lotid.\6$i. 
This  Play  is  not  much  fhort  of  the  former,  and 
is  chiefly  defign’d  an  Antidote  againft  Cove- 
toufne  fs. 

Mr.  Philips  (x)  and  lAx.JVinJlanky  (y)  afcribe 
two  other  Plays  to  our  Author,  viz.  The  Old 
IFives  Tale « and  Orlando  Furiofo  the  fir  ft  of 
thefe  I never  faw,  but  for  the  latter,  I affure 
my  Reader,  it  was  printed  long  before  our  Au- 
thor was  born,  at  leaft  before  he  was  able  to 
guide  a Pen,  much  lefs  to  write  a Play,  it  be- 
ing printed  40.  Lotid.  1594. 

But  tho’  he  has  no  more  Plays,  he  has  other 
pieces  extant  in  print ; as  the  Tranflation  of 
Lucan  s Thar falia  80 ^Lond.  i6}y.  which  Poem 
our  Author  has  continued  down  to  the  Death 
of  Julius  Cafary n VII  Bosks  both  in  Latin  and 
Englijh  Verfe^  I have  already  given  you  T>ou- 
zdl  Chara&er  of  this  Poem,  to  which  I might 
add  that  of  Scaliger , Lapin , and  other  Criticks ; 
but  this  being  fomewhat  forreign  to  my  pre- 
sent Subject,  I fhall  wave  it,  and  content  my 
felf  with  acquainting  my  Reader,  That  how- 
ever pompous  and  fplendid  the  French  Verfion 
of  Brebeufhzs  appear’d  in  France , our  EngliJI) 
iTranflation  is  little  inferiour.  to  it ; and  is  ex- 
treamly  commended  by  ouf  Famous  Johnfon , in 
a Copy  of  Verfes  prefix’d  before  the  Book  well 
worth  the  Reader’s  perufal.A  He  tranflated  be- 

Cx)  Pag.  17?.  (y)  Pag.  164. 
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fides  Virgil s Georgicks,  printed  with  Annota-  <3 
tions  8°.  162-2.  Mr.  'Philips  mentions  a 

Hiftory  of  Henry  the  Second,  writ  by  him  in 
Verfe,  and  a Hiltory  of  the  late  Civil  Wars  of 
England  in  Profe  ; neither  of  which  have  I 
leen,  and  therefore  pretend  not  to  determine 
whether  he  were  a partial  Writer  or  no.  Only 
give  me  leave  to  conclude  in  the  Words  of  Dr.> 
Fuller ; ‘ That  if  he  were  a byafjed  and  par* 

‘ //<*/ Writer,  yet  that  he  lyeth  buried  near  a 
‘good  and  true  Hiftorian  indeed,  viz.  Mr. Camb- 
‘ den.  in  the  Weft-fide  of  the  North-Ifle  of 
‘ IVeJhninJler  Abbey , dying  fuddenly  in  the 
‘Night,  A.D.  1 65*2.  in  the  yyth  Year  of  his 
‘Age.  I know  not  how  Mr.  IV'tnjlanley  hap- 
pened to  omit  the  Tranfcript  of  fo  memorable 
a paflage,  fince  he  has  elfewhere  borrow’d  fo. 
largely  from  this  Worthy  Author^  as  well  as 
Mr.  Philips,  without  either  of  them  acknow- 
ledging the  leaft  obligation  to  him. 

^ Robert  Mead. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
James,  and  King  Charles  the  Firlfc,  and  was 
fometime  a Member  of  Chrift-Church  Colledge 
in  Oxford;  as  I learn  from  the  Title-page  of  a 
Play,  call’d 

Combat  of  Love  and  Friendfhip , a Comedy, 
formerly  prefented  by  the  Gentlemen  of  Chnft- 
Churcb  in  Oxford \ and  printed  40.  Lmd.  165*4. 
This  Play  was  publilhed  after  the  Authors  de- 
ceafe,  at  that  time  when  the  Mufes  were  ba- 
niflf  d the  Theatre.  I wifh  I were  able  to  give 
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the  Reader  abetter  Account  of  our  Author: 
Bu^-being  ddfcimte  of  other  Information,  -this 
Gentle-man-  having  -wholly,  clcaped  the  Indu- 
itry  of  Mr  IV I muft  be  beholding  for  what 
I have  borrow’d,  to  the  Stationer’s  Epiftle  to 
the  Reader;  where  he  tells  us,  ‘ That  he 
1 had  been  a Perfon,  whofe  Eminent  and 
c General  Abilities,  have  left  him  a Chara- 
*£ter  precious  and  honourable  to  our  Nati- 
on; and  therefore  the  Reader  is  not  to  look 
c upon  this  Compofition,  but  as  at  a ffoop,  when 
c his  youth  was  willing  to  defeend  from  his 
*then  higher  Contemplation.  He  tells  us, that 
‘ he  could  fay  more  in  his  Honour,  but  that  he 
1 was  fo  great  a lover  of  Humility  in  his  Life, 

1 that  he  was  almofl  afraid, being  dead, he  might 
‘be  difpleas’d  to  hear  his  own  worth  re- 
‘membred. 

Mr.  Thilips  thro’  his  old  Miftake  aferibes  to 
him  The  Cojiiy  IVhore  \ tho’  I am  almofl  confi- 
dent the  Play  is  not  of  his  Writing : and  that 
thofe  thar  believe  it  fo,  have  taken  up  their 
Opinion  upon  Con  je&ure. 

Matthew  Medbourn. 

An  A&or  belonging  to  the  Duke’s  Theatre, 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second.  One, 
whofe  good  parts  deferv’d  a better  fate  than  to 
die  in  Prifon,  as  he  did  in  the  time  of  the  late 
Topifh-Tlot  ; thro’  a too  forward  and  indifereet 
Zeal  for  a miffcaken  Religion.  Ten  Years  be-  I 
fore  the  Difcovery  of  that  Confpiracy,our  Au- 
thor publifht  a Play,  call’d 

Tar*  j 
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Tartuffe,  or  The  F rench  Puritan,  ailed  at  the 
Theatre-Royal,  written  in  French  by  MoUiere 
and  rendred  into  Englifh , with  much  Addition 
and  Advantage ; printed  4".  Land.  i6~o.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry 
Lord  Howard  of  Norfolk  This  Play  was 
recceiv’d  with  univerfal  Applaule  on  our  En- 
gltjb  Stage,  if  we  believe  our  Author,  and  is 
accounted  by  him  the  Mafter-piece  of  Molliere's. 
Productions,  or  rather  that  of  all  French  Come- 
djt-  I prefume  the  T ranllator,  (who  was  a great 
Bigot)  efteem’d  this  Play  the  more,  it  being 
defign’d  as  a Satyr  againfl  the  French  Hugonots-, 
tho’  at  the  fame  time  it  mull  be  acknowledg’d, 
that  the  French  Author  has  made  an  Admirable 
Defence  for  the  Character  of  his  Protagonill 
Tartuffe,  in  his  Preface,  to  which  I refer  th« 
Reader  who  is  vers’d  in  the  French  Tongue. 

Thomas  Meriton. 


A Gentleman  that  liv  d in  the  Reign  of  Kin® 
Charles  the  Secondhand  is  certainly  the  meanell 
jJramattck  W riter  that  ever  England  produc’d. 
1 may  with  Jufhce  apply  to  his  Stupiditv  what 
dMenedemus  the  Eretriack  Philofopher,  faid 
of  Perjeus  s wickednefs : He  is  indeed  a Poet  ■ 

°J,  „aMe”  that  are>  wt,  or  ever  (hall  be, 
the  dulleji.  Never  any  Man’s  Stile  was  more 
Rombalt,  fo  that  undoubtedly  he  deferv’d  to 

STk  bfenJunde,r  Ben.  Jobnfon's  Hands;  and 
ad  he  liv  d in  that  Age,  had  without  queflion 
underwent  the  trouble  of  a Vomit,  as  well  as 
Cnffnus  in  Poet  after,  till  he  had  ( to  borrow 

One 
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One  of  his  lofty  Expreifions)  diigorg’d  the  ob* 
dure  Faculty  of  his  Sence.  I pretend  not  to 
that  Quicknefs  of  Apprehenfion,  as  to  under. 
Hand  either  of  his  Plays,  and  therefore  the 
Reader  will  not  expedl  that  \ fhould  give  any 
further  Account  of  them,  than  that  they  are 
two  in  number,  viz. 

Love  and  IV ar,  a Tragedy,  printed  40 .Lond. 
l6y8.  and^dedicated  to  the  Truly  Noble,  Judi- 
cious Gentleman,  and  his  molt  Efteemed  Bro- 
ther, Mr.  George  Mcriton.  I am  apt  to  believe 
thefe  two  Brothers  a<Sed  the  Counterpart  of 
thofe  German  Brethren  that  dwelt  at  Rome , 
the  Orator  and  the  Rhetorician  mentioned  by 
Horace  (*),  whole  bufinefs  it  was, 

Ut  alter 

Alterius  fermone  meros  audiret  honor es  .* 

Gracchus  ut  hie  illi  foret , hie  ut  Mutius  ilh. 

JVandring  Lover , a Tragi-comedy  adled  fe- 
veral  times  privately  at  fundry  places  by  the 
Author  and  his  Friends  with  great  Applaufe ; 
printed  40.  Lond . i(Sy8.  and  dedicated  to  the 
Ingenious,  Judicious,  and  much  Honoured 
Gentleman,  Francis  IVright  Efquire.  This  Au- 
thor s Works  being  very  fcarce,  and  moft  of 
the  Impreflion  bought  up  by  Chandlers  and 
Grocers , I may  pcflibly  oblige  my  Reader,  by 
giving  him  a Tafte  of  his  Stile,  and  juftify  my 
felf  from  the  Imputation  of  Scandal.  I (hall 
therefore  tranl'cribe  part  of  his  Epiftle,  which 
runs  thus : 


(zj  lib.  z«  Ep.  a. 


To 
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To  the  Ingenious,  Judicious,  and  much  Ho- 
noured Gentleman,  Francis  IV right  E% 

Sir  : My  Intentions  wandring  upon  the  \imits 
$f  vain  Cogitations , was  at  the  l aft  arrived  at  the 
propicious  brink s of  an  Anglicis  of 'Performance; 
where  feeing  Diana  and Venus  in  a Martial  com- 
bat, and  fuch  rare  Atchievements  performed  by 
two  fuch  Imnimate  GoddeJJ'es,  did  lend  to  the 
Afpet  of  their  Angelical  Eyes , my  felf  to  be  the 
foie  Spell  at  or  of  their  foregoing  V dour : where 
then  their  purpofe  was  to  choofe  me  their  Arbi- 
trator ; the  which  I perceiving,  did  with  a mild 
Completion  ( knowing  my  felf  impotent  ) relent 
backwards,  thinking  thereby  to  lofe  lefs  Credit , 
and  gain  more  Honour , to  fet  Ten  to  Taper , and 
to  relate  fome  certain  and  harmlefs  Dialogues , 
that  while  I was  prefent , betwixt  them  pafi  > 
which  is  This  Poem;  <£yc. 

By  this  time  I fuppofe  my  Reader  is  fuffici- 
| ently  tired,  and  will  take  fny  Word  that  the 
Play  is  of  the  fame  piece,  without  giving  him- 
felf  the  trouble  to  difprove  me : and  I allure 
him  that  His  Love  and  IVar  is  yet  more  fwelling 
and  unintelligible,  than  this  Play. 

He  tells  his  Patron  above-mentioned,  That 
certain  it  is  he  writ  two  Books  of  the  fame 
Nature,  viz . The  fever  al  Affairs , a Comedy,  and 
The  Chafl  Virgin , a Romance;  but  they  were 
his  Pocket-Companions, and  but  Ihewn  to  fome 
private  Friends.  Happy  certainly  were  thofe 
Men,  who  were  not  reckoned  in  the  number  of 
his  Friends;  fince  they  were  obliged  to  hear 
fuch  an  Author’s  ampulious  Fuftian, which  like 
’KIT  an 
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an  empty  Cask,  makes  a great  Sound,  but  yields  I 
at  belt  nothing  but  a few  Lees.  Tho’  to  all  Men  I 
generally  fuch  Authors  are  troublefome,  if  not  I 
odious,  and  to  be  fhunn’d  by  them,  as  Horace  I 
fays  (a)  : 

Indottum , doElumq;  fugat  recitator  acerbits. 

Quern  vero  arripuit , tenet,  occiditq\  legendo , 

Non  mijjura  cutem  uifi plena  cruoris  hirudo. 

Thomas  Middleton. 

An  Author  of  good  Efteem  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  FirlL  He  was  Contemporary 
with  thofe  Famous  Poets  Jobnfon , Fletcher 7 
xJMajJtnger  and  Rowley , in  whofe  Friendfhip 
he  had  a large  Share ; and  tho'  he  came  fhort  j 
of  the  two  former  in  parts,  yet  like  the  Ivy  by ' 
the  Afliftance  of  the  Oak , (being  joyn’d  with) 
them  in  feveral  Plays  ) he  clim’d  up  to  fome  | 
confiderable  height  of  Reputation.  He  joyn’d 
with  Fletcher  and  Jobnfon,  in  a Play  called  The 
JVidow , of  which  we  have  already  fpoken,  p. 
2.98.  in  the  Account  of  Jobnfon ; and  certainly 
molt  Men  will  allow,  That  he  that  was  thought 
fit  to  be  receiv’d  into  a Triumvirate , by  two 
fuch  Great  Men,  was  no  common  Poet.  He 
club’d  with  lEMajjinger  and  Rowley  in  Writing 
the  Old  Law , as  before  I have  remarked  al-  j 
ready  : See  pag.  3^2.  He  was  likewife  affift-| 
ed  by  Rowley  in  three  Plays,  of  which  we  I 
Hull  prefently  give  an  Account;  and  in  thofe < 
Plays  which  he  writ  alone,  there  are  feveral 
■HBMgfeM  ' 
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Comedies ; as  dMichaelmafs-Term,  <3 fay  or  of 
Quinborougbfyc . which  fpeak  him  a Drama  tick 
Poet  of  the  Second  Rank.  The  fill!  Play  we 
are  to  begin  with,  is  call'd 

Any  thing  for  a Quiet  Life , a Comedy  for- 
merly ailed  at  the  B lack  fry  ars,  by  his  late  Ma- 
jefties  Servants ; printed  4 °.  Loud.  1 66 2.  This 
Play  being  One  ofthofe  Manufcripts  pubUfhed 
by  Ktrhnan , I fuppofe  was  in  Efteem  on  the 
Stage,  before  the  Breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
Wars. 

Blurt  Mr.  Confable,  or  The  Spaniards  Night - 
walk',  a Comedy  fundry  times  privately  aibed 
by  the  Children  of  Paul's,  printed  Lond.  1602. 
There  is  no  Name  affix’d  to  this  Play,  and  (e- 
veral  others,  which  are  aferibed  to  our  Author 
by  Mr.  Kir  km  an  ; as  The  Phoenix , Game  at  Chefs , 
and  The  Family  of  Love  / but  knowing  his  Ac- 
quaintance with  Plays  to  have  been  very  con- 
nderable,  fTiave  placd  them  to  their  Reputed 
Author. 

Changhng,  a Tragedy,  ailed  with  great  ap- 
plaufe,  at  the  Private-Houfe  in  Drury-Lane , 
and  Salisbury -Court  ; printed  40.  Lond.  i6y 
in  this  Play  our  Author  was  affifted  by  Mr. 
Rowley.  The  Foundation  of  the  Play  may  be  . 
found  in  Reynold s God's  Revenge  againfl  ^fur- 
ther. See  the  Story  of  Alfemero , and  Beatrice 
Joanna,  Book  i.Hift. 4. 

Chaft  Maid  in  Cheap  fide,  a pleafant  conceit- 
ed Comedy,  often  aited  at  the  Swan  on  the 
Bank  fide,  by  the  Lady  Elizabeth  her  Servants; 
printed  4°.  Lond.  1620. 

Fair  Quarrel \ a Comedy,  printed  40,  Lond. 
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1621.  and  dedicated  to  the  Nobly  difpos’d,  and 
Faithful-breafled  Robert  Grey  Elq;  one  of  the 
Grooms  of  his  Highnefies  Chamber.  The  Plot 
of  Fitz-allen,  Rtf  Jet  and  Jane,  is  founded,  as  I 
fuppofe,on  fome  Italian  Novel, and  may  be  read 
in  EngHJh  in  the  Complaifant  Companion , oitavo 
p.  280.  That  part  of  the  Phyfman  tempting 
Jane , and  then  accufing  her,  is  founded  on  a 
Novel  of  Cyntbio  Giraldi : See  Dec.  4.  Nov.  s- 
In  this  Play  Mr.  Rowley  joyn’d  with  our  Au- 

Familyof  Love,  a Comedy  ailed  by  the  Chil- 
dren of  his  Majellies  Revels ; printed  4 o.Lond. 
1608.  This  Play  is  mentioned  by  Sir  Thomas 
Bornneel,  iii  The  Lady  of  R leafui  e,  Ail  1 . Sc.  x . 

Game  at  Che[s ; lundry  tunes  ailed  at  the 
• Glebe  on  the  Banfjide,  printed  4°.  Land,  id-— 
This  Play  is  confonant  to  the  Title,  where  the 
Game  is  play’d  between  the  Church  of  England , 
and  that  of  Rome ; Ignatius  Loyola  being  Spe- 
ilator,  the  former  in  the  End,  gaining  the  Vi- 


Inner-Temple  Mafque , or  Mafque  of  Heroes; 
prefented  (as  an  Entertainment  lor  many  wor- 
thy Ladies)  by  Gentlemen  ol  the  fame  Ancient 
and  Noble  Houfe  , printed  ap.Lond.p.6^.0.  This 
Play  was  writ  twenty  Years  before  it  was  print- 
ed • and  yet  fo  well  elleem’d  by  Mrs .Behn,  that 
(lie’  has  taken  part  of  it  into  the  City  Heirefs. 

tjMayor  of  Quinborough,  a Comedy  otten  acted 
with  much  applaufe,  by  his  Majdhes  Servants, 
printed  40.  Lond.  1661.  In  this  Play  Seve- 
ral Dumb  Shews,  explained  by  R ainidph  Monlc 
«f  Che/ler,  and  the  Author  has  chiefly  followed 
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his  Tolychronicon : See  befides  Stove,  Speed,  Dn 
Chefne , in  the  Reign  of  For  tiger. o 

dMichaelmafs-Term , a Comedy,  printed  in 
quarto,  but  where  or  when,  I know  not,  thro' 
the  imperfection  of  my  Copy. 

C "More  DJJ'embJers  befides  Women,  a Comedy 
printed  80.  Lond.  1657. 

No  Wit,  no  Help , like  a Woman's,  a Comedy 
printed  8<>.  Lond.  16^7. 

Phoenix,  a Tragi-comedy,  fundry  times  a&ed 
by  the  Children  of  Paul's,  and  presented  before 
his  Majefly  ; printed  40.  Lond.  1607. 

Roaring  Girl,  a Comedy  which  I never  law, 
Spanijh  Gypfe , a Tragi-comedy  ailed  ( with 
great  applaufe)  at  the  Privatc-Houfe  in  'Drury- 
Lone,  and  Salisbury -Court,  written  by  our  Au- 
thor and  Mr.  Rowley ; printed  40.  Lond.  1661. 
The  Story  of  Roderigo  and  Clara , has  a near 
refemblance  with  (if  it  be  not  borrow’d  from) 
a Spanijh  Novel,  writ  by  dMignel  de  Cervantes 9 
call’d  The  Force  of  Blood. 

Tricky  to  catch  the  Old  One,  a Comedy  often 
in  Ailion,  both  at  Paul  s,  the  Black^fryars,  and 
before  their  Ma jetties  printed  40.  Lond. 1616,  vt* 
This  is  an  Excellent  Old  Play. 

Triumphs  of  Love  and  Antiquity,  an  Honour- 
able Solemnity  performed  thro’  the  City,  at 
the  Confirmation  and  Eftablifhment  of  the 
Right  Honourable,  Six  William  Cockaine  K‘.  in 
the  Office  of  His  Majeflies  lieutenant,  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  the  Famous  City  of  London: 
Taking  beginning  in  the  Morning  at  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  Going,  and  perfefting  it  felf  after  his  Re- 
turn from  Receiving  the  Oa|h  of  Mayoralty  at 
A a 3 Weft- 
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Weftmmjler , on  the  Morrow  after 
Jude's  Day,  Ofc*.  ^9  1619.  printed^.  Lend 
{ud  dedicated  to  the  Honour  of  him  to  whom 
the  Noble  Fraternity  of  Skinners,  his^I^S 
B.  others  have  dedicated  their  Loves  in 1 Coftly 
Triumtdis  The  Right  Honourable  Sir  fViUtam 
Cock  nine  Knight, Lord  Mayor  of  this  Renowned 
Cuy,  and  Lord  General  of  his  Military  Forces. 
This  Piece  coniifls  only  of  Speeches,  addreft 
to  his  Lordfhip,  at  hisCamlcade thro  th«Cj, 
qnd  I think  no  ways  delerv  d eithei  tne  11 
of  a Mafque,  under  which  Species  it  has  bee* 
hitherto  rank’d ; nor  fo  pompous  a Title, 

the  Author  has  prefix  d.  , 

kronen  beware  Women,  a Tragedy,  printed 
80.  Lend.  1 6y  "!■  This  Play  with  two  others, 
VIZ  rj^lore  Difjemblers  be  ides  Women,  and,  A 
Wnlike  a Womans,  are  all  in  one  Volume. 
The  Foundation  of  this  Play,  is  borrow  d fiotn 
a Romance  called  Hvppolho  and IfabellagOa.wo. 
This  Drama,  if  we  give  Credit  to  , 

a Poet  of  that  Age,  was  z&c&  vtth  «x»«or  - 
nary  applaufe,  as  he  fays  in  his  Verfes  on  that 

Play  : 

I that  have  feed t,  can  fay, 

A Yre  Tragedy  came  off  with  more  Jpplauje. 

World  loft  at  Tennis,  a Mafque  divers  times 
prefented  to  the  Contentment  of  many  N oble 
and  Worthy  Speftators,  by  the  Pnn« iSj 
- mts-  printed  40.  Lond.  1610.  and  dedicated 
to  the’trely  Noble  Charles,  Lord  Hoveardff,s- 
,on  of  Effingham,  and  to  his  Virtuous  and  Wor- 
th v the' Right  Honourable  Mary,  Lady  Efjwg- 
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bamy  Eldeft  Daughter  of  the  truly  Generous 
and  Judicious  Sir  W.Cockain  Knight,  Ld.  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  London, , and  Lord  General  of  the 
Military  Forces. 

Tour  Five  Gallants , a Comedy  often  in  A<5lion 
at  the  Black-fry  or  s,  and  imprinted  at  London 
40.  This  Play  has  no  Date,  and  I believe  was 
One  of  the  firft  that  our  Author  publilhd. 

John  Milton. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Martyr.  Had  his  Principles  been 
as  good  as  his  Parts,  he  had  been  an  Excellent 
Perfon;  but  his  demerits  towards  his  Sovereign, 
has  very  much  fullied  his  Reputation.  He  has 
writ  feveral  Pieces  both  in  Verfe  and  Profe  : 
and  amongft  others  two  Dramasyof  which  we 
fhall  firft  give  an  Account,  viz. 

Samfon  Agonidesy  a Dramatick  Poem ; print- 
ed 8 Lond.  1680.  Our  Author^  has  endea- 
vour’d to  imitate  the  Tragedy  of  the  An- 
cient Greek  Poets ; ’tis  writ  in  Blank  Verfe 
of  ten  Syllables,  whibbuhe  Author  prefers  to 
Rime.  His  Reafbfts^arifcoo  long  to  be  tran- 
feribed ; but  thofe  \dhd  the  Curiofity,  may 
read  them  at  the  Entrance  of  his  Paradtce  kfi. 
The  Chorus  is  introduced  after  the  Greek  Man- 
ner,and  (fays  my  Author)  ‘The  Meafure  of  its 
‘ Verfes  is  of  all  forts,  called  by  the  Greeks  Mo - 
4 nofir ophic,ot  rather  Apolelymenon,  without  re- 
c gard  had  to  Strophe  y Ant ijlropheyox  Epod; which 
‘ were  a kind  of  Stanzas  fram’d  only  for  the 
‘ Mufick,  than  ufed  with  the  Chorus  that  fung ; 
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< not  effential  to  the  Poem,  and  therefore  not 
1 material : or  being  divided  into  Stanzas , or 

< Paitjes,  they  may  be  called  Alltcojlropha.  Di- 
1 vifion  into  A&  and  Scene,  referring  chiefly 

4 to  the  Stage,  (to  which  this  Work  never  was 
‘intended  ) is  here  omitted.  In  this  the  Au-v 
xhor  feems  to  follow  Sophocles,  whofe  Plays  are 
not  divided  into  Ads.  I take  this  to  be  an 
Excellent  Piece ; and  as  an  Argument  of  its 
Excellency,  I have  before  taken  Notice,  that 
Mr.  Dry  den  has  transferred  feveral  Thoughts 
to  his  Aurengzehe.  The  Foundation  of  the  Hi- 
ftorv  is  in  Holy  Writ : S sc  Judges  Ch.T3,^c- 
Jofephus  Antiq.  1.  y.  Tormel,  Saltan,  dye. 

dMafque,  prefented  at  Ludlow  Caifcle  16^4. 
on  Michaelmafs  Night,  before  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable John,  Earl  of  Bridgwater,  Vifcount 
^r^/^,Ld.Prefidentof  IV ales, and  One  or  his 
Majefties  mofl  Honourable  Privy  Council; 
printed  40.  Lond.  168s.  and  dedicated  by  Mr. 
Henry  Laws  the  Publisher,  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable ^o^^Lord  Vifcount  Brackley, Son  an 
Heir  Apparent  to  the  Earl  of  Bridgwater,  dye. 
The  Publiflier  acquainting  Patron,  that  ‘Al- 
4 tho’  not  openly  ackAtaledged  by  the  Author, 
1 xefit  is  a Legitiu^W  Off-fpring;  To  lovely, 
‘and  fo  much  defired,  that  the  often  copying 
‘of  it  hath  tir’d  his  Pen,  to  give  his  feveral 
‘Friends  Satisfaction,  and  brought  him  to  a 
‘ Necelfity  of  producing  it  to  the  publick  view. 
‘ The  principal  Perfons  of  this  Mafque,  were 
‘ the  Lord  Brackley,  Mr.  Thomas  Lgerton,  the 
Lady  Alice  Egerton.^  ' 

Our  Author’s  other  Pieces  in  Verfe,  aie  his 
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Paradice  loft, an  Heroick  Poem, in  twelve  Books. 
I know  not -when  it  was  firft  printed,  but  there 
came  out  not  long  linee  a very  fair  Edition  in 
Fol.  \vitlfSculptures,  printed  Lond.  i68p.  His 
Paradice  regain'd \ a Poem  in  four  Books,  is  fit- 
ted like  wile  to  be  bound  with  it.  He  publifht 
fome  other  Poems  m Latin  and  Englijh,  printed 
8°.  Lond.  164^.  ^sTor  was  he  lefs  Famous  for 
& Hiftory  than  Poetry  ; witnefs  his  f^iftory  of 
Brittain , from  the  firft  Traditional  Beginning 
of  the  Norman  Conqueft;  printed  40.  Lond. 
1670.  He  writ  feveral  other  Pieces,  as  a Latin 
Piece  called,  Pro populo  Anglic  ano,  Defenfto  con- 
tra Salmajium , 120.  Lond.  1 The  Do&rine 
and  Difcipline  of  Divorce, in  two  Books, printed 
40.  Lond. 16^  this  being  anfwered  by  an  Ano- 
nymous Writer,  was  reply ’d  to  by  our  Author, 
in  a Book  wrhich  he  called  Collafterion , printed 
4°.  Lond.  16 45*.  He  writ  befides  a Piece  called 
Tetrachordon , or  An  Expofition  on  the  Four 
Chief  places  of  Scripture,  concerning  iSMar* 
riage  and  Divorce ; printed  Lond.  1645;.  Sr.  Ro- 
bert Filmer  (if  I miftake  not)  writ  againft  him, 
in  his  Obfervations  concerning  the  Original 
of  Government,  printed  4<\  Lond.  i6yi. 

Walter  Mountague,  Efq; 

A Gentleman,  who  liv’d  at  Court  in  the 
Reign  of  Ring  Charles  the  Firft, and  during  the 
times  of  Peace,  before  the  Mufes  wrere  difturb’d 
by  the  Civil  Wars,  writ  a Play,  call’d 

Shepheard' strode,  a Paftoral, privately  afted 
before  King  Charles , by  the  Queen’s  Majefty  and 
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Ladies  of  Honour,  printed  o£lavo  Lond.  164.9. 

I fhall  not  be  lo  prefumptuous  to  criticife  on  a 
Play,  which  has  been  made  Sacred  by  the  Pro- 
tection of  Majefiy  it  felf : befides  I am  deterr’d 
from  Criticifm,  by  the  Stationers  Friend’s  Ad- 
vice, in  his,  Vcrfes  in  Commendation  o^  the 
Play: 

: at  lea/l : good  Manners / ayes, 

They  Jirji Jhould  underjtand  it  ere  di/praife . 

William  Mountfort. 

One  who  from  an  AClor,  fets  up  for  an  Au- 
thor; and  has  attempted  both  Tragedy  and 
Comedy,  with  what  iuccefs,  I leave  to  thole 
who  have  feen  his  Plays  to  determine.  Had  I 
been  of  the  number  of  his  Friends,  I fhould 
have  endeavour’d  to  have  perfwaded  him  ffcill 
to  a£l  Sir  Courtly  Nice , in  bellowing  only 
Garniture  on  a Play  (as  he  calls  it)  as  a Song  or 
a Trologue , and  let  alone  fine  Language,  as  be- 
longing only  to  Tedants  and  poor  Fellows,  that 
live  by  their  Wits.  He  has  publiCht  two  Plays, 
viz. 

Injur'd  Lovers , or  The  Ambitious  Father , a 
Tragedy,  a&ed  by  their  Majefties  Servants 
at  the  Theatre-Royal;  printed  40.  London 
ib88.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable 
James  Earl  of  Arran , Son  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton.  There  are  feme  Surlyes , 
who  think  that  in  this  Play,  Sir  Courtly  writ 
for  his  Diver Jion , but  never  regarded  JVit . 

Succefsful  Strangers , a Tragi-comedy,  afted 

by 
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by  their  Majefhes  Servants,  at  the  Theatre- 
Royal  ; printed  ^P.Lond.xCgo.  and  dedicated  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  JVhar tonj Compt- 
roller of  his  Majefty’s  Houfhold.  This  Play 
far  exceeds  the  Other  : tho’  the  Author  as  well 
as  his  predeceflors,  is  beholding  to  others  for 
part  of  his  Plot ; he  having  made  ufe  of  Scar - 
ron  s Novel,  call'd  The  Rival  Brothers ^ in  work- 
ing up  the  Cataftrophe  of  his  Comedy. 

I have  feen  fome  Copies  of  Verfes  in  Ma- 
nufcript  writ  by  our  Author,  but  not  being  in 
print,  that  I know  of,  I forbear  to  mention 
them. 


^ N. 

Thomas  Nabbes. 

A Writer  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Firft, 
who  we  may  reckon  among#  Poets  of  the 
Third-rate  ; and  One  who  was  pretty  much  re- 
fpefted  by  the  Poets  of  thofe  Times  ; Mr.  Ri- 
chard Brome , and  Mr.  Robert  Chamberlain , (be- 
fore mention’d)having  publickly  profefl  them- 
felves  his  Friends;  and  Six  John  Suckling  being 
his  Patron. 

He  has  Seven  Plays  and  Mafques  extant,  be- 
fides  other  Poems : of  which  we  may  fay,  That 
if  they  are  not  to  be  compar’d  with  fome  Dra- 
matick  Pieces  of  this  Age,  at  leaffwife  what 
our  Author  has  publifhea  is  His  own , and  not 
borrow’d  from  others ; and  in  that  Refpeft  de- 
ferves  Pardon,  if  not  Applaufe  from  the  Can- 
did 
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did  Reader.  This  he  averrs  in  his  Prologue 
to  Covent  Garden , and  which  I believe  may  be 
urged  for  the  reft  of  his  Labours ; viz. 

He jujlifies  that  ’tzs  no  borrow’d  Strain, 

From  the  Invention  of  another  s Brain. 

* Nor  did  he  Jleal  the  Fancy.  ’ 7 is  the fame 

Hefirjl  intended  by  the  Proper  Name,  [forth 
’Twas  not  a Toy l of  Years  ; few  Weeks  brought 
This  Rugged  Iflii zynight  have  been  more  worth 
If  he  had  lick’d  it  more . Nor  doth  he  raife 
From  th'  Imitation  of  Authentick  Plays 
Matter  or  fVords  to  height : nor  bundle  up 
Conceits  at  Taverns , where  the  JVits  do fup . 
His  Mule  is  Jolt  t ary , and  alone 
'Doth practice  her  low  Speculation,  fyc. 


The  Reader  therefore  is  to  expeil  little  more 
from  me,  than  a bare  Account  of  the  Titles 
of  his  Works,  as  followss. 

Bride , a Comedy  ailed  in  the  Year  1658.  at 
the  Private-Houfe  in  Drury-Lane , by  their 
Majefties  Servants ; printed  jf.Lond  1640.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Generality  of  his  Friends, 
Gentlemen  of  the  feveral  Honourable  Houfes 
of  the  Inns  of  Court. 

Covent  Garden , a pleafant  Comedy,  ailed  in 
the  Year  1632.  by  the  Queen’s  Majefly’s  Ser- 
vants; and  printed  40.  Lond.\6f&.  and  dedica- 
ted to  the  Right  Worthy  of  his  Honour,  Sir 
John  Suckling. 

Hannibal  and  Scipio , an  Hiftorical  Tragedy, 
ailed  in  the  Year  by  the  Queen’s  Maje- 

fties Servants  at  their  Private-Houfe  in  Drury- 
Lane  ; printed  Lond.\6i~r  The  Play  is  addrefl 
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in  Verfe  by  the  Author,  to  the  Ghofts  o\' Han- 
nibal and  ScipjOy  with  an  Anfwer  printed  m 
their  Names,  direiled  to  our  Author.  It  was  . 
acted  before  Women  came  on  the  Stage;  the 
part  of  SopEonisTa  be play’d  by  o nsTEzekiel^ 


Fenne.  For  the  Plot,  t 


te  Title  page  1 peaks 
ory  : fee  the  Life  of 


the  Foundation  to  be  Hif 
of  Hannibal^  writ  by  Cornelius  Nepos  ; that  of 
Scipio  by  Plutarch : fee  befides  Livy,  Florusy 
and  other  Authors  mention’d  p .32.6. 

dMicrocofmus,  a Moral  Mafque,  p relented 
with  general  liking  at  the  Private-Houfe  in 
Salisbury -Court)  and  here  fet  down  according 
to  the  Intention  of  the  Author  ; printed  40. 
Lond>  1617.  and  dedicated  to  the  Service  and 
Delight  of  all  Truly  Noble,  Generous,  and  Ho- 
ned: Spirits.  This  Mafque  is  introduc’d  by 
two  Copies,  One  of  which  was  writ  by  Mr.  Pi- 
chard  Brome. 

Springs  Gloryy  vindicating  Love  by  Tempe- 
rance , againfl  the  Tenet,  Sine  Cerere  & Baccho 
friget  V enus ; Moralized  in  a Mafque  with 
other  Poems,  Epigrams,  Elegies,  and  Epitha- 
lamiums  of  the  Author’s;  printed  40.  Lond. 
163  8 ..and  dedicated  to  Peter  Balle  Elq;  At  the 
end  or  thefe  Poems  is  a piece  call’d,  A Prefen - 
tationy  intended  for  the  Prince  his  Highnefs’s 
Birth-day,  the  29.  of  May  1638.  annually  cele- 
brated : this  in  former  Catalogues  was  ffciled  an 
Interlude.  Thefe  Mafques  and  Poems  are  com- 
mended by  two  Copies,  one  of  which  was  pen* 
ned  by  Mr.  Robert  Chamberlain.  ^ 

Tottenham-Court , a pleafant  Comedy,  ailed 
in  the  Year  1(533.  at  ^ Private-Houfe  in  Sa- 
X lisbmy - 
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lisbury -Court ; printed  40  Lond.  1638.  and  de- 
dicated fo  the  Worfliipful  William  Mills  Efq; 

JC  Unfortunate^Lw&r,  a Tragedy  never  aaed 
but  fet  down  according  to  the  Intention  of  the 
Author ; printed  40.  Lond.16^0.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Right  Worfhipful  Richard  Brathwaite 
Efq;  This  Play  is  attended  by  three  Copies 
■written  in  its  Commendation,  by  feveral  of 
our  Authors  Friends,  and  a Proeme  in  Verfe 
by  the  Author,  wherein  he  juflifies  it  to  be 
writ  according  to  the  Rules  of  Art. 

yi  Conjiant  Scene ; the  buifinefs  it  intends , 

The  two  Hours  of  Time  of  A&ion  comprehends . 

Mr.  Philips  (b)  and  Mr.  Winjlanley  (c),  ac- 
cording to  their  old  Cuftom,  have  afcrib’d^two 
other  Anonymous  Plays  to  our  Author, The  Wo- 
man-Hater arraigned \ a Comedy ; and  Charles 
the  Firji , a Tragedy:  the  Realon  of  their  Mi- 
ftake,  has  been  already  given  p.  13.  and  more 
at  large,  in  the  Preface  to  my  former  Cata- 
logue. 

Thomas  Nashe 

A Gentleman  that  liv’d  about  the  time  with 
the  foremention’d  Author,  and  was  fometime 
educated  in  the  Univerfity  ef  Cambridge.  His 
Genius  was  much  addicted  to  Dramatick  Poe- 
try and  Satyr;  and  he  writ  fome  things  in 
Profe ; all  which  gain’d  him  the  Reputation  of 
a Sharp  Wit.  In  an  Old  Copy  of  Verfes,  I find 
his  Chara&er  thus  drawn. 


(b)  Pag.  181.  fc)  Pag.  148. 
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And furely  Nafh,  tho  he  a Yrofer  were, 

A Branch  of  Laurel  yet  deferves  to  hear . 

Sharply  Satyrickjwas  he  ; and  that  way 
He  went,  fince  that  his  being,  to  this  day. 

Few  have  attempted ; and  I Jurely  think, 

Thofe  IVords  [hall  hardly  he  Jet  down  in  Ink 
Shall  jcorch,  and  blaJl,Jo  as  his  could,  when  he 
IVould  inflitt  Vengeance. 

As  to  his  Plays,  he  has  publifht  only  two 
that  I have  heard  of,  viz.  Dido  Queen  of  Car- 
thage^in  which  he  ]oyria-*w  'rthrMarbe ; and, 

A Summed s laft  IVtll  andTeJl ament,  a- Comedy : I 
could  never  procure  a Sight  of  either  of  thele  ; 
but  as  to  that  Play  call’d  See  me  and  fee  me  not, 
afcribed  to  him  by  Mx.Thilips  and  Mr.  IVinjlan- 
ley , I have  it  by  me,  and  have  plac’d  it  to  the 
right  Author, Mr .Dawbridge  court  Belchier ; fee 
page 

He  writ  feveral  other  Pieces  ; fome  Satyri-*7 
cal , as  Tierce  Tennilejs  his  Supplication  to  the 
Devil;.  Have  with ye  to  Safron- Walden ; Four  ^ 
Letters  Confuted ;A  A Poem  called *The  JVhtte 
Herring  and  the  Reel ; and  another  Piece  in 
Profe^which  I take  to  be  the  fame  Thomas 
Nafh , "called  A Fourfold IV ay  to  a Happy  Life , 
in  a Dialogue  between  a Countryman,  Citizen, 
Divine,  and  Lawyer,  printed  40.  Lond.  l6$  5.  A 


Alexander  Nevile. 


An  Author  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
that  early  addicted  himfelf  to  Poetry,  and  was 
one  of  thole  that  the  Eminent  jfajper  Hey  wood 
made  choice  of  to  joyn  with  him  and  others, 

in 
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in  the  Tranflation  of  Seneca.  Our  Author  un- 
dertook the  Task,  and  at  fixteen  Years  of  Age 
he  tranflated 

Oedipus,  a Tragedy,  which  he  Eng l /fed  in 
the  Year  1 560.  and  was  printed  with  the  reft 
4o.L0W.15  8 1.  and  more  immediately  dedicated 
by  the  Author,  To  the  Right  Honourable  Mr. 
Dr.  Wotton , One  of  the  Queens  Majeflies  Privy 
Council.  Many  were  the  Authors  of  Antiquity 
that  writ  on  this  Subjeft  ; tho’  but  two  Plays 
writ  by  Sophocles , viz.  iv&vvQ-,  and  oi- 

j\i7nv<  am  KoAovp,  have  defcended  to  our  Times ; 
from  the  which  Seneca  is  faid  to  have  borrow'd 
part  of  this  Play.  Our  Tranflator  acknowledges 
in  his  Epiflle  to  his  Patron  and  God-Father, 
i That  he  has  not  been  precife  111  following  the 
1 Author  word  for  worn ; but  fometimes  by  Ad- 
* dition,  fometimes  by  Subftra&ion,  to  ufe  the 
4 aptefl  Phrafes,  in  giving  the  Senle,  that  he 
< could  invent. 

There  arc  other  Pieces  which  I fuppofe 
were  writ  by  our  Author,  publifhed  in  Latin  ; 
as  Oratio  in  Obitum  Sydn^i,  printed  4-.  Lond. 
1587.  *De  Furoribus  Norfolcienjium  Ketto  Duce, 
printed  40. 1575?” Norvicus,  ibid,  all  which  be- 
ing printed  about  the  time  that  he  lived,  make 
me  imagine  them  to  be  his. 

Robert  Nevile. 

An  Author  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  in  his  younger  Years  was 
educated  in  the  Umverfity  of  Cambridge, where  , 
he  became  a fello  vv  of  Kings  Colledge.  I know 

no- 
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nothing  that  he  has  publifht,  but  a fingle  Play, 
call'd 

Toot  Scholar , a Comedy,  printed  40.  Lond. 
1662.  This  Play  was  (as  I fiippofe)  writ  fome 
Years  before,  it  being  printed  for  Mr.  Kirk? 
man.  I know  not  whether  ever  it  was  a£ted, 
but  I may  prefume  to  fay  'tis  no  contemptible 
Play  for  Plcrt  and  Language.  It  is  commended 
for  an  excellent  one,  by  three  Copies  of  Verles 
prefix'd  to  it,  writ  by  his  Friends  ; One  of 
which  fays  thus  in  its  praife : 

Bees  from  a bruifed  Ox,  fays  Maro,  breed } 

But  thou  draweft  Honey  from  a tatter  d weed. 
Seeing  thy  Wit ’s  fo pure7  thy  Phrafe  fo  clean , 
Thy  Sen/efo  weighty , that  each  Line's  a Scene  ; 
Well  change  the  Song  (d),  and  cry  as  truly  too , 
Whither  may  not  This  thy  Poor  Scholar  go  ? 
This  fault  the  B eft -nos  d Cr  1 ticks  only  J 'me //, 
That  thy  Poor  Scholar  is  attird  too  well. 

Pen’j*  Auditors  were  once  in  fitch  a mood \ 

That  he  was  fore  d to  fwear  his  Play  was  good : 
Thy  Tlay  than  his , doth  far  more  currant  go. 

For  without  Swearing , well  believe  thine  fo. 

William,jZ)&&?  ^Newcastle. 

I am  now  arriv'd  at  a Nobleman,  whole  He- 
foick  Aftions,  are  too  Copious  and  Illuflrious 
for  me  to  attempt  the  Defcriptidn  of;  and  are 
a fitter  Subjeft  for  the  Pen  of  a Modern  Tlu - 
tarchx  if  any  fuch  were  to  be  found,  than  for 
mine : I fhall  leave  therefore  the  Charadler  of 

(d)  An  Old  bo,  g,  whole  Burden  was*  Alas  / Poor  Scholar 
whither  will  [bongo  ? 

B b this 
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this  Valiant  Heroe,  Careful  Tutor,  Wife 
Statefman,  Exail  Courtier,  and  Loyal  Sub- 
jeci,  to  be  defcrib’d  by  fome  Illuflrious  Bi- 
ilorian ; or  elfe  refer  my  Reader  to  his  Life, 
already  writ  in  Latin  and  EngUJb , by  the 
Hand  of  his  Incomparable  Dutcheis  : who  du- 
ring his  Life-time,  defcrib’d  all  his  Glorious 
A&wns,  in  a Stile  fo  Noble  and  Mafculine, 
that  Ihe  feems  to  have  even  antedated  his  Apo- 
t be olis.  But  tho’  I dare  not  pretend  to  defcnbe 
EIsHeroick  Atchievements,  or  view  him  in 
the  Field,  as  a General ; yet  I (hall  prefume 
to  look  upon  him  in  his  Retirements,  and  con- 
fider  him  as  a Poet,  and  an  Author,  it  being  my 
immediate  Province. 

To  fpeak  fitfl  of  his  Acquaintance  with 
the  Mufes,  and  his  affable  Deportment  to  all 
their  Votaries.  No  Perfon  fince  the  Time  of 
Augujhis  better  underffood  Dramatick  Poetry, 
nor  more  generoufly  encourag’d  Poets;  fo  that 
we  may  truly  call  him  our  Engli/h  Mecatnas. 
He  had  a more  particular  kindnefs  for  that 
Great  Mailer  of  Dramatick  Poefy , the  Excellent 
7«5>»/cj»;and  ’twas  from  him  that  he  attain’d  to  a 
per  ted  Knowledge  of  what  was  to  be  account- 
ed True  Humour  in  Comedy.  How  well  he 
hasfeopydlmMafler,  I leave  to  the  Cruicks : 
but  I am  fure  our  late,  as  well  as  our  prefent 
Eaureat,  have  powerful  Reafons  to  defend  nis 
Memory.  He  has  writ  four  Comedies,  wfiicfe 
havealways  been  a&ed  with  applaufe ; viz. 

Country  Captain,  a Comedy  lately  preiented 
by  his  Ma  jellies  Servants  at  the  Black  fry  ars-, 
fy.In's  Grave  van  Hag.  Ant.  1 649. 1 believe  this 
Play  was  writ  during  his  Exile.  H»- 
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Humorous  Lovers , a Comedy  ailed  by  his 
koyal  Highnefs’s  Servants  ; printed  4P.  Lond. 
1677.  This  Play  equals  moft  Comedies  of  this 
Age. 

Triumphant  IVidovo,  or  The  Medley  of  Hu - 
?nours,  a Comedy  a&ed  by  his  Royal  Highnefs’s 
Servants;  printed  4.9.  Lond.  1677.  This  was 
thought  fo  excellent  a Play  by  our  prefent  Lau- 
reat,  that  he  has  tranfcrib'd  a gr.eat  part  of  it 
in  his  Bury -Fair. 

Variety , a Comedy  prelented  by  his  Maje--^ 
{ties  Servants  at  the  Black  fryars  ; printed  8°. 
Lond.  1 649.  This  Play,  and  Country  Captain , 
are  always  bound  together : the  Duke's  Name 
is  not  prefix'd  to  them,  but  I am  confident  they 
SreTiis,  from  feveral  Teftimonics ; fince  Mr, 
Alexander  Brome  writ  a Copy  in  praife  of  this 
Play,  direiled  to  his  Grace,  ancT printed  before 
the  Comedy,  call’d  Covent  Garden  weeded:  and 
Mr  .Leigh  in  a Copy  direiied  to  Mr.  Mofely  [the 
publifher  of  Mr.  Car  th  wright’ s Works  ) in 
reckoning  what  Poetical  Treatifes  he  has  pre- 
fented  the  Publick  with, names  thefe  two  Plays* 
in  the  following  Couplet : 

Then  /z^A/Newcaflle’s  choice  Variety, 

JVith  his  Brave  Captain  held  up  Poetry. 

We  have  many  other  Pieces  writ  by  this  In- 
genious Nobleman,  fcattered  up  and  down  in 
the  Poems  of  his  Dutchefs  : all  which  feem  to 
confirm  the  Charaiter  given  by  Mr.  ShadweU ; 
That  he  was  the  greateji  Mafter  0/Wit,  the  tnoft 
ex  aft  Ohferver  of  Mankind \ and  the  moft  ac  urate 
Judge  of  Humour,  that  ever  he  knew. 

3 b » Be- 
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Befides  wliat  his  Grace  has  writ  in  Drama- 
tick  Poetry,  he  publifhed  during  his  Honour- 
able Exile  at  Antwerp,  the  mod  Magnificent, 
and  withall  the  Beil:  Book  of  Horfmanfhip,  that 
was  ever  yet  extant.  How  eminent  his  skill 
was  in  that  Noble  Art  of  Dr  effing  Horfes  in  the 
Manage ? is  well  known  not  only  to  our  Coun- 
trymen but  to  all  Nations  of  Europe  : Perfons 
of  all  Countries,  and  thofe  of  the  bell:  Quality 
crouding  to  his  Manage  at  Antwerp,  to  fee  him 
ride.  Infomuch  that  Signior  del Campo , One  of 
the  mod  knowing  Riders  of  his  Tune,  faid  to 
the  Duke  (upon  his  Difmounting)  as  it  were 
in  an  Extafie,  II  faut  tirer  la  Blanche ; The 
Bridge  muft  be  drawn  up : meaning  that  no  Ri- 
der mud  prefume  to  come  in  Horfemanfhip 
after  him.  M.  De  Soleik( one  of  the  bed  Wri- 
ters that  I have  met  with  amongd  the  French ) 
when  he  enlarged  his  Le  Tar faiSi  Marefchal , 
borrowed  the  Art  of  Breeding  from  the  Duke’s 
Book,  as  he  owns  in  his  Avis  an  Le&eur ; and 
Riles  him  JJn  des  plus  accomplis  Cavaliers  de 
tiotre  temps.  But  having  nam’d  this  For- 
eigner's borrowing  from  his  Grace,  I fhould 
judly  defer ve  to  be  branded  with  Ingratitude, 
ihould  I notown,  That  ’tis  to  the  Work  of 
this  Great  Man,  that  I am  indebted  for  feveral 
Notions  borrow’d  from  his  Grace,  in  a little  Ef- 
fay  of  Horfemanfhip,  printed  8°.  Gftm  i6gy. 
Nay, lurcher,  I think  it  lioTmalTGlory  thaTl 
am  the  only  Author  that  I know  of,  who  has 
quoted  him  in  Englifi.  He  has  written  two 
Books  of  Horfemanihip;  the  fird  in  Frenchy 
called  La  Met  bode  nouvelle  de  Drefferles  Che - 
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vaux , Figures,  Fol.  Ant.  itfyB.  The  other 

in  Englifh , {tiled  ^ AWs;  Method  and  Extraor- 
dinary Invention  to  drefs  Horfes , and  work,  them 
according  to  Nature,  as  alfo  to  per  felt  Nature  by 
the  Subtlety  of  Art , F ol.  Lond.  1667.  The  firft 
Book  was  writ  by  the  Duke  in  Englifh , and 
made  French  at  his  command,  by  a Wallon  ; and 
is  extraordinary  fcarce  and  dear.  The  latter 
(as  the  Duke  informs  his  Reader)  4 Is  neither 
4 a Tranflation  of  the  firft,  nor  an  abfolutely 
‘neceflary  Addition  to  it,  and  may  be  of  ule 
4 without  the  other,  as  the  other  hath  been  hi- 
4 therto,  and  ftill  is  without  this ; but  both  to- 
4 gether  will  queflionlefs  do  belt. 

I beg  my  Reader’s  Pardon,  if  I have  dwelt 
upon  this  Subjed,  to  the  yryal  of  his  Patience  : 
but  I have  fo  great  a Value  for  the  Art  it  fel£ 
and  fuch  a Refpecl  for  the  Memory  of  the  belt 
of  Horfemen,  that  I cannot  refrain  from  tref- 
palling  yet  further , by  tranfcribing  an  Epi- 
gram writ  to  the  Duke,  on  this  Subject;  but 
it  being  the  produ&ion  of  the  Immortal  John- 
fon  (e))  I hope  that  alone  will  attone  for  the 
Digreflion. 

An  Epigram  to  William  Duke  of  Newcajlle. 

When firft, my  Lord \I Jaw you  b achy  our  Horfe, 
Provoke  his  Mettle,  and  command  his  force 
To  all  the  ufes  of  the  Field, ' and  Race , 

Me  thought  I read  the  ancient  Art  ^/’Thrace, 
And f aw  a Centaur  e pafi  tboj'c  tales  of  Greece, 
So feetrid  your  Horfe , and  you  both  of  a piece  ! 


Bb  1 
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Toil 


3 go  An  Account  of  the 

Tou Jhew'dhke  Perfeus,  upon  Pegafus ; 

Or  Caftor  mounted  on  bis  CyJlarus  .* 

Or  what  we  hear  our  home-horn  Legend  ted 
Of  hold  Sir  Bevis,  and  his  Arundel : 

Nay  Jo your  Seat  his  Beauties  did  endorfe y 
Sis  I began  to  wifh  my  [elf  a Horfe  : 

And  Jure  ly  had  I but your  Stables  feen 
Before : I think  my  wifi  abj'olvd  had  been . 

For  never Jaw  I yet  the  Mufes  dwell \ 

Nor  any  of  their  Houfoold , half  Jo  well. 

So  vo  ell ! as  when  If  aw  the  Floor,  and  Room, 

I lookjl  for  Hercules  to  be  the  Groom: 

And cry  dj  Away  with  the  Caefarian  Breed, 

At  thefe  immortal  Mangers  Virgil  fed. 

o Ma rga vcXLDutcheJt of  N e wc a stl e 

A Lady  worthy  the  Mention  and  Efleeni 
of  all  Lovers  of  Poetry  and  Learning.  One, 
who  was  a fit  Confort  for  fo  Great  a Wit,  as 
the  Duke  of  Newcajlle . Her  Soul  fympathifing 
with  his  in  all  things,  efpecially  in  Dramatick 
Poetry  ; to  which  fhe  had  a more  than  ordinary 
propenfity.  She  has  publifht  fix  and  twenty 
Plays,  befides  feveral  looie  Scenes;  nineteen 
of  which  are  bound,  and  printed  in  one  Vo- 
lume in  Fol.  1 662.  the  others  in  Folio,  Lond. 
x 668.  under  the  Title  of  Tlays  never  before 
printed. 

I fhall  not  prefume  to  pafs  my  Judgment  on" 
the  Writings  of  this  Admirable  Dutchefs; 
but  rather  imitate  the  Carriage  of  Julius  Sca- 
liger , to  the  Romm  Sulpitia  5 by  concluding 
•v'  with 
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with  him  ( *),  Igitur  ut  tdm  laudibilis  Heroin <e 
Ratio  habeattir , non  aujim  objicere  ei  judicii  fe- 
ver it  ate  m.  I know  there  are  fome  that  have 
but  a mean  Opinion  of  her  Plays  ; but  if  it  be 
confider’d  that  both  the  Language  and  Plots  of 
them  are  all  her  own  : I think  fhe  ought  with 
Juflice  to  be  preferr’d  to  others  of  her  Sex? 
which  have  built  their  Fame  on  other  Peoples 
Foundations:  Pure  I am,  that  whoever  will 
confider  well  the  feveral  Epiflles  before  her 
Books,  and  the  General  Prologue  to  all  her 
Plays,  if  he  have  any  fpark  of  Generofity,  or 
Good  Breeding,  will  be  favourable  in  his  Cen- 
fure.  As  a proof  of  my  Aflertion,  it  may  be 
proper  in  this  place,  before  I give  an  Account 
of  her  Plays,  to  tranfcribe  part  of  that  gene- 
ral Prologue,  the  whole  being  too  long  to  be 
here  inferted. 

But  Noble  Readers , do  not  think  my  Tlays 
sire fuch  as  have  been  writ  in  for  men'  Bays  ; 
^rjohnfon,  Shakefpear,  Beaumont, Fletcher 
writ  ; 

Mine  want  their  Learning , Reading,  Language ? 
The  Latin  Phrafes  / could  never  teU,  [ JVit; 
Rut]  ohnfon  coulfxvhich  made  him  write fo  well* 
Greek,  Latin  Poets , I could  never  read \ 

Nor  their  Hiftorians , but  our  Englifi  Speed : 

I could  not fteal  their  IVit , nor  Riots  out  take  ; 
SlU  my  Plays  Plots , my  own  poor  Brain  did 
make\ 

From  Plutardfr  Story , I nere  took  a Plot , 
Nor  from  Romances , nor  from  Don  Quixot, 
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As  others  have , for  to  ajjijl  their  JVity 

But  I upon  my  oven  foundation  writ ; &c. 

» 

I haften  now  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Ti- 
tles of  her  Plays,  according  to  our  accuftomed 
order;  viz. 

Apocryphal  Ladies , a Comedy.  This  Play 
coniills  of  three  and  twenty  Scenes,  but  is  not 
divided  into  Ads. 

Beilin  Cawpoy  a Tragedy  in  two  parts  : In 
the  fecond  Play,  are  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes 
writ  by  the  Duke  of  Newcajlle. 

Blajing  IVorldy  a Comedy : Tho’  this  be  ftil’d 
a Play  in  former  Catalogues,  yet  it  is  but  a 
Fragment ; the  Authrels  before  (he  had  finifht 
the  fecond  Adi  defifled,  not  finding  her  Ge- 
nius tend  to  the  profecution  of  it. 

Bridahy  a Comedy. 

Comical  Hafy  a Comedy : This  Play  has 
not  been  in  any  Catalogue  before. 

Convent  of  Pieafurey  a Comedy. 

female  Academy , a Comedy. 

Lady  Contemplationy  a Comedy  in  two  parts. 
Three  Scenes  in  the  firfl,and  two  in  the  fecond  * 
part,  were  writ  by  the  Duke. 

Loves  Adventure Sy  in  two  parts,  a Comedy. 
The  Song,  and  the  Epithalamiumy  in  the  lad 
Scene  in  the  fecond  part,  was  likewife  writ by 
the  Duke. 

C^Iatrimoniql Trouble ^ in  two  parts ; the  fe- 
cond being  a Tragedy,  or  as  the  Authrefs  ftiles 
it,  a Tragi -comedy. 

Natures  three  T)  aught  ersy  Beauty , Love,  and 
mt  ; a Comedy,  in  two  parts, 

Pre - 
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Trefence , a Comedy.  To  this  are  added 
twenty  nine  fingle  Scenes,  which  the  Dutchefs 
defign’d  to  have  inferted  into  this  Play, but  find- 
ing it  would  too  much  lengthen  it,  (he  printed 
them  feparately. 

Tub  lick  JVooing,  a Comedy,  in  which  the 
Duke  writ  feveral  of  the  Suitors  Speeches;  as 
that  of  the  Souldier,  the  Countryman,  the 
Spokefman  for  the  Bafhful Suitor;  befides  two  ' 
other  Scenes,  and  the  two  Songs  at  the  End  of 
the  Comedy. 

Religious ? a Tragi-comedy. 

Several  JVits , a Comedy. 

Sociable  Companions , or  The  Female  JVits , a 
Comedy. 

Unnatural  Tragedy.  The  Prologue  and  Epi- 
gue,  were  of  the  Duke’s  making.  Ail  2.  Sc.  3. 
the  Dutchefs  inveighs  againft  Mr.  Cambdens 
Brittannia : tho’  whether  \vith  fuflice,  Heave 
it  to  the  Determination  of  others. 

JVits  Cabal , a Comedy  in  two  parts : His 
Grace  writ  the  Epilogue  to  the  firft  part. 

ToutS s Glory,  and ‘Death's  Banquet ; a Tra- 
gedy in  two  parts.  Two  Scenes  with  the 
Speeches  at  the  firfl  part,  in  commendation  of 
iSMib  Sans  pareiUe , were  writ  by  his  Grace  ; 
fo  were  all  the  Songs  and  Verfes  in  the  fecond 
part. 

The  Blazing  JVorld \ Bridal , Convent  of  Tie  a* 
Jure , Trefence  , and  Sociable  Companions , are 
printed  together  in  one  Volume  ; and  the  reft 
in  another. 

As  to  her  other  Works,  I fhall  only  mention 
the  Titles,  and  the  Dates  when  printed ; and  I 

fhall 
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fhall  begin  with  the  Crown  of  her  Labours, 
The  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  in  Englifh, 
printed  Folio  Lond.  1667.  and  in  Latin  Folia 
Land.  1 658  Nature's  FiBure  drawn  by  Fancy's 
Tend l to  the  Life , printed  Fob  Lond.  1 6 $6. 
at  the  End  of  it  {he  has  Writ  her  own  Life. 
ThiJofophical  Fancies , printed  Fol.  Lond.  16^3. 
Tbtlofpbical  and  Thyfical  Opinions , Fob  Lond. 

Thilofophical  Letters , Fob  Lond.  1664. 
Two  Hundred  and  Eleven  Sociable  Letters, 
Fob  Lond.  1 66+  Orations y Fol.  1662.  Toemsy 
Fob  1 6$i& 

Thomas  Newton. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth ; and  joyn’d  with  JaJper  Heyivoody 
and  Alexander  Nevil  above-named  and  others, 
in  the Tranflationof Senecas  Tragedies.  Tho" 
our  Author  tranflated  but  one  Play,  yet  he  pub- 
lifhed  all  the  Ten;  and  dedicated  them  to  Sir 
y Tho?nas  Nenage^Treafurer  of  her  Majdfties 
Chamber.  The  Play  which  our  Author  has 
render’d  into  Englijhy  is  intituled 

Thebais , a Tragedy.  This  by  fome  is  be- 
lieved not  to  be  Seneca  s;  becaufe  in  this  Tra- 
gedy Jocafta  appears  alive,  and  in  Oedipus  {he 
is  kill’d:and  it  is  not  likely  that  he  would  write 
two  Drammas , that  (hould  fo  very  much  differ 
in  the  Cataftrophe.  But  if  it  be  Senecas , ?tis 
the  (horteft  of  his  Tragedies, and  has  no  Chorus ; 
and  is  faid  by  One,  * to  be  Terpetuum  Canticutny 
nullis  diverbiis  incorr upturn. 

_know  not  how  Mr.  Thilips  (g)  came  to 

(g)  ?ag.  ;32.  *~Tby[ii  Cclkft.  Comm.  inTrag.  Se»tc. 
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afcribe  Tamburlaine  the  Great  to  this  Author ; 
for  tho’  Marloe* s Name  he  not  printed  in  the 
Title-page,  .yet  both  in  Mr.  Kirkmaris  and  my 
former  Catalogue  printed  1680.  his  Name  is 
prefix’d. 

Thomas  Nuce. 

An  Author  of  the  fame  Time,  and  joyn’d  in. 
the  fame  Defign  with  the  former.  We  are 
owing  to  his  pains  for  the  Verfion  of  One  Play 
of  Senecas,  called 

Oft  avia,  a Tragedy^  This  is  the  only  Tra-  -t- 
gedy  of  the  Ancients  that  I know  of,  that  is 
founded  on  Hiftory  fo  near  the  time  of  the  Au- 
thor. I fhall  not  pretend  to  determine,  whe- 
ther it  was  writ  by  Seneca , or  no  : tho’  Delri 9 
and  others  deny  it.  For  the  Hiftory,  fee  Sue- 
tonius in  Fit.  Claud.  Nero.  Tacitus , L.12.  0.14, 
Diony  fyc. 


Thomas  Otway. 

AN  Author  who  was  well  known  to  moll 
Perlons  of  this  Age,  who  are  famous  for 
Wit  and  Breeding.  He  was  formerly  (as  I have 
heard)bred  for  fome  time  in  Chrifi-Church  Col- 
ledge  in  Oxford.  From  thence  he  removed  to 
Tonddtiy where  he  fpent  fome  time  in  Dramatick 
Poetry ; and  by  degrees  writ  himfelfinto  Repu- 
tation with  the  Court.  His  Genius  in  Corae- 

dy 
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dy  lay  a little  too  much  to  Liber tinifm,  but  in 
Tragedy  lie  made  it  his  bufinefs  for  the  molt 
part  to  obferve  the  "Decorum  of  the  Stage.  He 
was  a man  of  Excellent  parts  and  daily  impro- 
ved in  his  Writing  : but  yet  fometimes  fell  into 
plagiary  as  well  as  his  Contemporaries,  and 
made  ufe  of  Shakefpear , to  the  advantage  of  his 
Turfe , at  lea#,  if  not  his  Reputation. 

He  has  publifht  ten  Dramatick  Pieces,  ( il 
we  may  be  allow’d  to  reckon  his  Farces  as  Di- 
Rim#  Plays  ) of  which  we  lhall  give  the  Rea- 
der a particular  Account,  beginning  with 

Alcibiades , a^Tragedy  acted  at  the  Duke’s 
Theatre,  printed  40.  Lond.  167?.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles , Earl  of  c SMid- 
dlefex.  This  Play  is  writ  in  Heroick  Verfc,  and 
was  the  firft  Fruits  of  our  Author’s  Mufe.  He 
has  made  Alcibiades , a Perfon  of  true  Honour, 
chuling  rather  to  loole  his  Life,  than  wrong  his 
d)  Defender  King  Agis , or  his  betrothed  wife  7 /- 
mandra : whereas  Tlutarch  gives  him  a diffe- 
rent Character ; telling  us  that  in  the  King’s 
Abfence  he  abufed  his  Bed,  and  got  his  Queen 
Tim<ea  with  Child,  and  that  Timandra  was  not 
his  Wife,  but  his  Miftrefs : and  JuJiin  fayes  (h) 
That  he  was  informed  of  the  defign  of  the  La - 
cedmoonian  Princes  again#  his  Life, by  theQueen 
of  King  Aghy  with  whom  he  had  committed 
Adultery. 

Athetjly  or  the  Second  part  of  The  Souldiers 
Fortuney  a Comedy  a<#ed  at  the  Duke’s  The- 
atre, printed  40.  Lond.  1684.  and  dedicated  to 
the  Lord  Elandey  Eldefl  Son  to  the  Marquefs 
^ (h)  Lib,  f.  Cap  2. 
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of  Halifax.  The  Plot  between  Beaugard  and 
Tortia , is  founded  on  Scarrons  Novel  of  Tfo 
Invifible  MiftreJs.Q 

Cheats  oj  Scapin,  a Farce  afted  at  the  Dukes 
Theatre,  printed  40.  Lond.  1677.  Tis  printed 
with  Titus  and  Berenice , and  dedicated  to 
the  Right  Honourable  John , Earl  of  Ro - 
chejier.  This  Play  is  tranflated  from  a French 
Comedy  of  tfiMolhere  ; though  ?tis  not  printed 
amongft  his  Plays  of  the  Amfterdam  Edition 
in  5 Tomes,  which  I have  by  me  ; yet  that  it 
is  his,  I collet  from  M.Boileaus,  Art  of  Poetry  : 
where  fpeakingof  Molltere  in  the  third  Canto, 
he  fays  thus  : // 

EJiudiez  la  Cour , & connoijfez  la  ViUe  ; 

Fune  fy  l autre  eft  tohjours  en  Modeles fertile, 
C eft  par  la  que  Moliere  illuftrant fes  Ecrits, 
Teut-eftre  defon  Art  euft  remporte  le  prix  ; 

Si  moins  ami  du  Teuple  en  fes  do  files  peinturesy 
Tin  euft  point  fait  f invent  gri mac  er fes  Figures, 
Qu/tte' pour  le  Boujfon , l agre able  fy  le  fin, 

Et  fans  honte  a Terence  attie  Tabarin. 

Dans  ce  fac  ridicule,  oit  Scapin  s’ enveloppe, 

Je  ne  reconnois point  T Auteur  ^Mifanthrope. 

But  notwithflanding  the  Farce  in  this  Come- 
dy,  Molliere  has  borrow’d  the  Defign  from  Te- 
rence his  Thormio,  as  may  be  vilible  to  thofe 
that  will  compare  them. 

Cams  Marius  his  Htftory  and  Fall,  a Tragedy 
a&ed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  printed  40.  Lond, 
z68o.  and  dedicated  to  the  Ld  Vifcount  Faulk - 
land.  A great  part  of  this  Play  is  borrow’d 
from  Shakcfpeafs  Romeo  and  Juliet ; as  the  Cha- 

rafter 
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rafter  of  Marius  Junior, and  Lavinia  the  Nurfe, 
and  Sulpitius:  which  laft  is  carried  on  by  our 
Author  to  the  End  of  the  Play:  though  IVJr. 
Dryden  fays  in  his  Pollfcript  to  Grdnaday  ‘That 
4 Shake [pear  faid  himfelf,  that  he  was  forc'd  to 
‘kill  Mercurio  in  the  3 L Aft,  to  prevent  being 
‘kill’d  by  him.  For  the  true  Hiflory  of  Ma- 
rius  Senior,  fee  ‘Plutarch's  Life  of  C.  Manus  ; 
Lucans  Pharjalia , lib.  2.  F lor  us  lib.  3.0.  21. 

Don  Carlos  Prince  of  Spain,  a Tragedy  afted 
q at  the  Duke’s  Theatre ; printed  4.0 .Lond.  1679. 
and  dedicated  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke. 
This  Play  is  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe,  as  well  as 
Alcibiades ; that  being  the  firft,  this  the  fecond 
that  ever  he  writ  or  thought  of  writirig.For  the 
Hiltory,conluh  the  Span  if  Chronicles,  as  Louis 
de  May erne ; Turquet's  Chronicle  of  Spain;  Cab - 
r era's  Life  of  Philip  the  Second ; Thnanus\  Bran- 
tome , fee.  Tho’  I believe  our  Author  chiefly 
follow'd  the  Novel  of  Don  Carlos , tranflated 
from  the  French , and  printed  8°.  Lond.  1674.. 
Which  is  the  mofiperfeft  Account  of  that  Tra- 
gical Story  that  I have  met  with. 
yf  Friendfhip  in  Fajhion , a Comedy  afted  at  his 

Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke’s  Theatre  ; printed 
‘ 40.  Lond.  1678.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Ho- 

nourable Charles , Earl  of  Darfet" ahd  Middle - 
fex.  This  is  a very  diverting  Play,  and  was 
afted  with  general  applaufe. 

//  Orphan , or  The  Unhappy  Marriage ; a Tra- 

gedy afted  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Dukes 
Theatre ; printed  40.  Lond.  1680.  and  dedica- 
ted to  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Dutchefs.  This 
is  a very  moving  Tragedy,  and  is  founded  on 
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a Novel,  call'd  Englijh  Adventures : See  the  Hi* 
{lory  of  Brandon,  p.  1 7. 

SotiJdiers  Fortune , a Comedy  abted  by  their 
Royal  Highncfs’s  Servants,  at  the  Duke’s  The- 
atre ; printed  40.  Lond.  1681.  This  Play  isdc- 
dicated  to  Mr.  Bentley  his  Stationer:  and  is 
(as  he  fays)  a fort  of  Acquittance  for  the  Mo- 
ney receiv’d  for  the  Copy.  There  areieveral 
paflages  in  this  Play,  that  have  been  touch’d 
before  by  others  : As  for  Inflance,  the  Plot  of 
My  Lady  cDunee , making  her  Husband  the  A- 
■ gent  in  the  Intrigue  between  Beaugardnndi 
her,  to  convey  the  Ring  and  Letter , is  the 
Subject  of  other  Plays  writ  before  this ; as  The 
Faime,  and  Fiords  Fagaries : and  the  Original 
Story  is  in  Boccaces  Novels,  Day  3 . Nov.  3 . Sir 
Jolly  boulting  out  of  his  Clofot,  and  furprifing 
his  Lady  and  Beaugard  kiffing,  and  her  De- 
portment thereupon;  is  borrow’d  from  Scar-  & 
rods  Comical  Romance , in  the  Story  of  OMUL 
nmant , or  The  Rampant  Lady , p.  227.  tho’  bj 
the  way,  that  Story  is  jnot  in  the  French  Copy,, 
and  I fuppofe  was  not  writ  by  Scarron ; but  was 
rather  tranflated  from  Les  Amours  des  Dames 
TUuJlres  de  notre  Siecle.  The  Behaviour  of 
Bloody  Tones,  is  like  the  Bravo1  in  the  Anti- 
quary ; and  that  of  Corn tine  at  Silvia  s Balcony, 
like  iJMonfieur  Thomas  his  Carriage  to  his  Mi- 
ftrefs,  in  that  Play  of  Fletcher  s fo  called. 

Titus  and  Berenice , a Tragedy  a bled  at  the 
Duke’s  Theatre  ; printed  40.  Lond.  .1677.  and 
dedicated  with  the  Cheats  of  Scapmy  2&  afore- 
faid.  This  Play  is  tranflated  from  the  French 
of  Lfllon/ienr  Racine : it  con  Ails  of  three  A bis, 

and 
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and  is  written  in  Heroick  Verfe.  For  the  Story 
of  Titus  and  Berenice , fee  Suetonius  in  his  Life, 
Ch.  7.  See  befides  JoJ'epbus , T>ion,  fyc. 

& Venice  preferved,  or  A Plot  dif covered  ; a 
Tragedy  a&ed at  the  Dukes  Theatre ; printed 
40.  Loud.  1682.  and  dedicated  to  the  Dutchefs 
of  PortJ'mouth 1 have  not  at  prefent  any  par- 
ticular Hiliory  of  Venice  by  me,  but  fuppofe 
this  Story  may  be  found  in  lome  of  the  W riters 
on  the  Venetian  Affairs  ; as  B embus,  Sab  el lie  us , ' 
iSMaurocenus , Paruta , &c. 

Befides  his  Dramatick  Poems,  bur  Author 
writ  a Stitcht  Poem,  call’d  The  Poet's  Co?nplaint 
to  his  Mufe^ printed  40.  Lond.  1680.  ana  a Pa- 
floral  on  King  Charles  the  Second,  printed  with 
Mrs.  Behn  s Lycidas , 8°.  p.  8 1 . Add  to  thefe  his 
Tranflation  out  of  French , being  a Book  call’d 
The  Hiftory  of  the  Triumvirates , printed  fince 
his  Deceafe  8°.  Lond.  i68<5. - 


1 * 
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John  Palsgrave. 

AN  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Henry  the  Eighth.  He  was  Bachelor  of 
Divinity,  but  of  what  Univerfity  I know  not, 
and  was  Chaplain  to  the  King.  He  printed  a 
Play  in  an  Old  Englifh  Chara&er,  call’d 

Accolajlus , a Comedy  printed  40.  1^40.  and 
dedicated  to  King  Henry  the  Eighth.  This 
Play  was  tranflated  from  the  Latine  Accolaftus 
written  by  Guhclmus  Fullonius , the  Englilh  be- 

ing 
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ing  printed  after  the  Latine.  The  Plot  is  the 
Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son  in  the  Gofpel,  and 
the  Author  has  endeavour’d  to  imitate  Terence 
and  Tlautus  in  the  Oeconomy  : ’Twas  fet  forth 
by  the  Author  Fallonius , before  the  Burgefles 
of  the  Hague  in  Holland,  An.  Dom.  15*29. 

This  Author  publifht  befides  L Eclair  ciJJ'e- 
ment  de  la  Langue  Franc  oij e.^-— 1 s 1 o.  e 

a George  Peel. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  was  formerly  Student,  and  Mr. 
of  Arts  of  C hr  ift -Church  Colledge  if  Oxford. 
He  is  tfe  Author  of  Two  Plays,  which  are  in 
print;  viz 

‘David and Bethfabe  their  Love,  with  the  Tra* 
gedy  of  Abfalom,  divers  times  play’d  on  the 
Stage;  and  printed  40.  Lond.  15*99.  This  Play 
is  founded  on  Holy  Scripture  : See  Samuel \ 
Kings,  &c. 

Edward  the  Firft,  Sirnamed  Edward  Long- 
Jhanks , with  his  Return  from  the  Holy  Land. 
Alfo  the  Life  of  Llewellin  Rebel  in  Whales, 
Laftly  the  finking  of  Queen  Elinor,  who  funk 
at  Charing-Crofs,  rofe  again  at  Totters  Hithey 
now  named  Queen-hithe ; printed^. Lond.  15*93. 
For  the  Story  fee  the  Authors  that  have  writ 
of  thofc  times ; as  JValfmgham,  Fabian,  Matth. 
Weftm.  Pol.  Virgil,  Grafton , Hollingfhead. ' Stow, 
Speed,  Martyn,  Baker , &c. 

I am  not  ignorant,  that  another  Tragedy,, 
to  wit,  Alphonjus  Emperor  of  Germany,  is  a im- 
bed to  him  in  former  Catalogues,  which  has 
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occafion’d  Mr.  JVinftanley  s niifhke : but  I af- 
fure  my  Reader,  that  that  Play  was  writ  by 
Chapman , for  I have  it  by  me  with  his  Name 
affixt  to  it.*7 

Mr.  ‘Philips  mentions  fome  Remnants  of  his 
Poetry  extant  in  a Book  call’d  England' % He  lit - 
con,  which  I never  fa\v.^ 

I 

*'*  Mary  Count efs  of  Pembroke. 

The  belov’d  Sifter  of  the  Admirable  Sr.  Philip 
Sidney  (to  whom  he  dedicated  his  Arcadia)  and 
Patron  to  the  Ingenious  ‘Daniel '.  A Lady  whofe 
Inclinations  led  her  not  only  to  the  Patronage 
but  love  of  the  Mufes  : as  appears  by  a Tragedy  J 
of  Hers  in  print,  call’d  ; jfntonius , which  to  my 
regret  I never  yet  faw,  though  I have  earneftly 
deliredit;  it  is  thus  commended  by  Mr. Daniel, 
in  his  Dedication  of  Cleopatra . 

/,  who  contented  with  an  humble  Song, 

Made  Mujick  to  my  Jelf  that  pleas  cl  me  heft,  \ 

And  only  told  of  Deli  a,  and  her  wrong , [unrefl , > 
And  prais'd  her  Eyes , and plain'd  mine  oven  * 

A Text , from  whence  my  Mufe  had  not  digreft , 
Had  I not feen  thy  well  grac'd  Anthony, 

Adorn'd  by  thy  fweet  Jlile , in  our  fair  Tongue, 
Requir'd  his  Cleopatra  r Company. 

Mr.  Philips  through  miftake  (as  formerly)  j 
has  alcrib’d  another  Play  to  her,  viz.  Albion's, 
Triumph , a Mafque.  I know  nothing  elfe  of 
this  Admirable  Lady’s  Writing. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Katherine  Philips. 

A Lady  of  that  admirable  Merit,  and  Repu- 
tation, that  her  Memory  will  be  honour’d  of 
all  Men,  that  are  Favourers  of  Poetry.  One, 
who  not  only  has  equall’d  all  that  is  reported 
of  the  Poetefles  of  Antiquity,  the  Lesbian  Sapho , o 
and  the  Roman  Sulpitia , but  whofe  Merit  has 
juffly  found  her  Admirers, amongR  thegreateff 
Poets  of  our  Age  : and  though  I will  not  pre- 
fume to  compare  our  Poets  with  Martial , who 
writ  in  praife  of  Sulpitia,  or  Horace , Aufonius , 
and  Sydomus,  who  commended  Sapho,  lead  I 
offend  their  Modeffy  who  are  Rill  living  : yet 
I will  be  fo  far  bold  as  to  aflert,  that  the  Earls 
of  Orrery  and  RoJ common , the  Incomparable 
Cowley , and  the  Ingenious  Flatman,  witho-^ 
thers  (amongff  whom  I muffnotTorget  my 
much  refpefted  Countryman  James  TyrrelKfq;) 
would  not  have  employ’d  theirPens  m praife 
of  the  Excellent  Orinda , hadlhe  not  juRlyde- 
ferv’d  their  Elogies,  and  poflibiy  more  than 
thofe  Ladies  of  Antiquity : for  as  Mr.  Cowley 
obferves,  in  his  third  Stanza  on  her  Death, 

Of  Female  Toets , who  had  Names  of  old, 
Nothing  is  / hewn  but  only  told \ 

And  all  we  hear  of  them,  perhaps  may  be 
Male  Flattery  only,  and  Male  Poetry  ; 

Few  Minutes  did  theirBeauties  Lightning  wafts ? 

7 he  Thunder  of  their  Voice  did  longer  l aft , 

But  that  too  foon  was  pafl. 

The  certain  proofs  of  our  Orinda  j IVit, 

In  her  own  lajiing  Char  afters  are  wit, 

a C c % Add 
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And  the y will  long  my  Traije  of  them  furvive, 
Thd  long  perhaps  that  too  may  live. 

The  Trade  of  Glory  managed  by  the  Ten  . 
Thd  great  it  be , and  every  where  is  found ' 
T)oes  bring  in  but  fmall  profit  to  us  Men, 

’ Tis  by  the  numbers  of  the  Sharers  drown  d ; 
Orinda,  in  the  Female  Courts  of  Fame 
EngroJJ'es  all  the  Goods  of  a Toetick  Namey 
She  doth  no  Tar  trier  with  her  fee  ; 

T>oes  all  the  buijinef  there  alone , Which  we 
Are  fore  d to  carry  on  by  a whole  Company. 

The  Occafion  of  our  mention  of  this  Ex- 
cellent Perfon  in  this  place,  is  on  the  Account 
of  two  Dramatick  Pieces,  which  (he  has  tranf- 
lated  from  the  French  of  Monfieur  Corneille ; 
and  that  with  fuch  exquifite  Art  and  Judgment, 
that  the  Copies  of  each  feem  to  tranfeend  the 
Original. 

Hoy ace , a Tragedy;  which  I fuppofe  was 
left  imperfeft  by  the  untimely  Death  of  the  Au- 
threfs ; and  the  fifth  A£t  was  afterwards  fup- 
ply’d  by  Sir  John  Denham.  This  Play  was  a&ed 
at  Court,  by  Perfons  of  Quality ; the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  fpeaking  the  Prologue : Part  of 
which  being  in  Commendation  of  the  Play,  I 
fhall  tranferibe. 

This  Mar  tialStoryyvbich  thro  F ranee  did  comey 
And  there  was  wrought  in  Great  Corneilles 
Loom  ; 

Orinda’s  Mat  chiefs  Mufe  to  Brittain  br  ought , 
And  For  reign  Verfey  our  Englifh  Accents 
So  foft  that  to  our  fhame ywe  underftand  [taught ; 
They  could  not  fall  but  from  a Lady ’s  Hand. 

Thus 


* 


A w^r  rl^  /£JV. 


*^*/**~  : ^5?^— * * ^ 


y 


1>^1»^C  «/l^ 


/ 


*~f‘  ~ -~ 

JZ^^Zy^Jr* 


Drxmxtick  Poets.  40  5 

Thus  while  a Woman  Horace  did  tranjlate , 
Horace  did  rife  above  a Roman  Fate. 

For  the  Plot  of  this  Play,  confult  Livy\  Hifto- 
ry,  Lib.  1.  Florus  Lib.  1.  C.  5.  Dionyjius  Halti- 
carnajjdus , lye. 

Tompey , a Tragedy,  which  I have  feen  ailed 
with  great  applaufe,at  the  Dukes  Theatre*  and 
at  the  End  was  ailed  that  Farce  printed  in  the 
fifth  Ail  of  The  Tlay-houfe  to  be  Let.  This  Play 
was  tranflated  at  the  Requefl  of  the  Earl  of  Or- 
rery, and  publifhed  in  Obedience  to  the  Com- 
mands of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Countefs 
of  Corje;  to  whom  it  is  dedicated.  How  great 
an  Opinion  My  Ld  Orrery  had  of  this  Play, may 
appear  from  the  following  Verfes,  being  part 
or  a Copy  addreft  to  the  Authrefs. 

Tou  Englifh  Corneille  j Pompey  with  fucb 
Flame , 

That  you  both  raife  our  wonder  and  his  Fame  ; 
If  he  could  read  it,  he  like  us  would  call 
The  Copy  greater  than  the  Original : 

Tou  cannot  mend  what  is  already  done, 

Unlefi  you  l finifh  what  you  have  begun  : 
JVhoyour  Tranjlation  fees , cannot  but  fay , 
That  ’ tis  Orinda  j Work,  and  but  his  Play. 
The  F rench  to  learn  our  Language  novo  voillfeek , 
To  hear  their  Greatefl  Wit  more  nobly  f peak  ; 
Rome  too  would  grant,  were  our  Tongue  to  her 
known, 

Csefar  fpeaks  better  int,  than  in  his  own. 

And  all  thofe  W deaths  once  circled  Pompey  ^ 
Brow, 

Ex  xlt  his  Fame,  lefs  than  your  Verfes  now. 
o Cc  1 Both 
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Both  theft  Plays  with  the  reft  of  her  Poems, 
are  printed  in  one  Volume  in  Fol.  Lond.  1678. 
This  Lady  to  the  Regret  of  all  the  Beau  Monde 
in  general,  died  of  the  Smallpox , on  the  22 d. 
of  June  1664.  being  but^Qne  and  Thirty  Years 
of  Age, A having  not  left  any  of  her  Sex  , her 
Equal  in  Toe  try. 

Sam.  Pordage,  Efq;  0 

A Gentleman  who  was  lately  ( if  he  be  not 
fo  at  prelent)  a Member  of  the  Worthy  Socie- 
ty of  Lmcolns-Iun.  He  has  publifht  two  Plays 
111  Heroick  Verft,  viz. 

Herod  and  dMariamne,  a Tragedy  a£ted  at 
the  Duke’s  Theatre,  and  printed  4*. Lond.  1675. 
This  Play  was  writ  a dozen  Years,  before  it 
was  made  publick,  and  given  to  Mr.  Settle  by 
a Gentleman,  to  ufe  and  form  as  he  pleas’d: 
he  preferr'd  it  to  the  Stage,  and  dedicated  it  to 
the  Dutchefs  of  Albermarle.  For  the  Plot,  I 
think  the  Author  has  follow’d  Mr.  Calpranede' s 
Cleopatra , a Romance,  in  the  Story  of  Tyrida - 
tes : but  for  the  true  Hiftory,  confult  Jo - 
fephus , Philo-Judtcus,  Eberus , Egyfippus}  <£?c. 

Siege  of  Babylon,  a Tragi-comedy,  a£fed  at 
the  Theatre  ; dedicated  to  her  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Dutchefs,  and  printed  40.  Lond  1678.  This 
^ Play  is  founded  on  the  Romance  of  Cajfandra . 

Henry  Porter^ 

t.  • . v ' . . . • • * . \ A - * 4 - - - t 

An  Author  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth , 
w ho  writ  a pleafant  Hiftory,  c-aRed  The  two 

A An- 


<cCt£sz^  jtr  /tz^£  s^<?s/:jy.  j?  _ 


/9 


^ *- — *-  . ✓ 

i/^i^z-  /t£~  ^Aci,  t3+*yr/£>~^  2?^ 4X-* 

//^-  ^ yA  *-^<*~*^  *2- 

^ f/<^e^i-'  </ r?*-y  r e—  y-c^/^Zs  ty^^f*  ^ f'  ^-v^.  ^ 

</A^A 

y 

a M&7,  y/  ^ sy**~  c£ 

^ JG&-C*.-  XV  a,  ££*!-~*-y 

f".  /£&/,.  ^ 

^ y^ ^y7*  ^c<-*s^’  <5>y  — e__. 

'^^yyT^  o^^c'  ^r  .*■-*  C5^  y A^^y.  -/y^/0, 

9 /y^ sLt^y-yyS^^  y y-  i^Zln: 

t^yZ'e^0^£y<?  £/'  / t^-  I'^Scy^y^-cS 

*A fA'y  Gv^.« — /tT"  Ay/^  ? &c^/? cf-  ^<!2tyyz  /rL>Ay^  zyy^ 

,/j^ty  *y  J'&  c~  . JZ -y/*-'  - */ y57^.  *^>«*  ciii  /4^*v  ^ * 

//<  /^*-</^  ^>2x4/ c-rrr>«</ 

fy£u~,:  X/  jC^y.-  MJ'j: 


✓W  >^iy  y^«^y 


*/  /^,*y 


csr: 


■'■'  ■ pjC/?^  * jUy* 

c&y?.  /^/'j?  /t-/“/’^r 


a /^y& 

yi  AA^>  ,4^ 

-^99  ^ 


/? 


l_  £9 
^ jS8i  ^ 


^A«-  z~’ f*  * “~*9  cf-  A^‘  99tSsS'^  <~-*S  c?J?-e~<^'‘ — <2-cSr 

jZAy^A'A  AA** 

* S~dr  S?A,^  <✓  A~*  — ^ 


^ct:  ci^^z9s  ip-0'9  9~ v ” 

^ As  AL^-.-  L~  y/A  *sJAL^  ^ 

A/^^y 


4 


\ 


Dravtitkk  Poets.  407 

Angry  Women  of  Abington,  with  the  humorous 
Mirth  of  Dick  Cooines,  and  Nicholas  Proverbs, 
two  Servingmen  ; play'd  bv  the  Right  Honou- 
rable, the  Earl  of  Nottingha?ny  Ld  High  Admi- 
ral’s Servants,  and  printed  40.  Lond. 

^ Thomas  Porter,  Efq; 

An  Author  that  has  writ  in  our  Times  two 
Plays,  which  are  receiv’d  wjph  Candor,  by  all 
Judges  of  Wit ; viz. 

Carnival , a Comedy  ailed  at  the  Theatre- 
Royal,  by  his  Majefties  Servants  ; printed  40. 
Lond.  1664. 

Fillain , a Tragedy,  which  I have  feen  ailed 
at  the  Dime’s  Theatre  with  great  applaufe  : the 
part  of  Maligmf  being  incomparably  play’d  by 
Mr.  Sandford.  — 

What  this  Author  may  have  writ  befides,  I 
know  not;  and  am  forry  I can  give  no  better 
Account  of  One,  whofe  Writings  I love  and 
admire. 


George  Powel.^ 

A Perfon  now  living  , the  Author  of  a 
Tragedy,  call’d 

7 he  treacherous  Brother , ailed  by  their  Ma- 
jefties Servants,  at  the  Theatre-Royal ; and 
printed  40.  Lond.  1 690.  ’Tis  dedicated  to  the 
Patentees,  and  Sharers  of  their  Majeflics  The- 
atre ; and  commended  by  a Copy  of  Latin 
Verfes,  writ  by  his  Fellow-Ailor  Mr,  John 
Hudgfon.  For  the  Foundation  of  the  Play,  I 
take  it  to  be  borrow’d  from  a Romance  in  Fob 
Cc  4 call'd 
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call’d  The  Wall  Flower ; and  the/  they  are  not 
alike  in  all  particulars,  yet  any  One  that  will 
take  the  pains  to  read  them  both,  will  find 
the  Soporifick  Potion,  given  to  IJtocles  and 
Semanthe , to  be  the  fame  in  quantity,  with  that 
given  to  Honoria , Amarijja  and  Hortenjia , in 
the  ajorelaid  Romance. 

Thqpias  Preston. 

A very  ancient  Author,  who  writ  a Play  in 
old  fafhion’d  Metre;  gwhich  he  calls  A La- 
mentable Tragedy, ,mixed  full  of  pleafant  Mirth ; 
containing  the  Life  of  Cambifes  King  of  Terjia, 
from  the  beginning  of  his  Kingdom  unto  his 
Death,  his  one  good  deed  of  Execution , after 
the  many  wicked  Deeds , and  tyrannous  Mur- 
ders committed  by  and  through  him  ; and  lajl 
of  all  his  odious  Death , by  Gods  Juft  ice  appointed \ 
Done  in  fuch  order  as  followeth  ; printed  40. 

Lond. by  John  Allde.  In  Head  of  naming 

more  than  JiJiHmd  Herodotus , for  the  true 
Story,  I fhall  fet  down  the  beginning  of  this 
Pjay,  fpoke  by  King  Cambifes ; not  only  to 
give  our  Reader  a Tafte  of  ourAuthor’s  Poetry; 
but  because  I believe  it  was  this  Play  Shake  - 
fpear  (')  meant,  when  he  brought  in  Sir  John 
Faljtaff,  fpeaking  in  K.  Cambyfes  Vein. 

t3fy  Counfaile  grave  and fapient , 
with  Lords  of  Legal  Train ; 

Attentive  eares  towards  us  bend7 
and  markjvchat Jhall  be  fain. 

r (1 ) m.  iv.  Aft  i.  ■ 
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So  you  Ulze  wife  my  valiant  Knight 
whoj'c  manly  alts  doth  flyy 


By  brute  of  Fame  'the  founding  trump 
doth perfe  the  azure  Sky. 
iSMy  fapient  words  I fay  perpend 
and fo  your  skill  delate : 

Tou  know  that  Mors  vanquijhed  hath 
Cyrus  that  King  of  ft  ate, 

Sind  I by  due  Inheritance 
pojjef  's  that  Princely  Crown  : 

Ruling  by  J'word  of  mighty  force 
in  place  of  great  Reno  wn. 

Edmund  Prestwith. 

The  Author  of  a Tragedy, called  Hyppolitus, 
(which  as  I fuppofe  is  tranflated  from  Seneca) 
tho’  I never  faw  it ; but  have  heard  ’twas  print- 
ed in  oftavo.  Mr.  Philips  and  Mr.  IVinftanley, 
have  placed  another  Play  to  his  Account,  viz. 
The  Heitors:  but  it  was  a fault,  which  I fup- 
pofe  they  were  led  into  by  my  Catalogue, 
printed  1680.  as  I my  felf  was  ; tho’  I mull 
now  allure  my  Reader,  That  that  Play  has  no 
Name  to  it,  and  in  Mr.  Kirhynan  s Catalogue  is 
fet  down  as  an  Anonymal  Play. 


Francis  Quarles,  Efq j 

THis  Gentleman  was  Son  to  James  Quarles, 
Efq;  who  was  Clerk  of  the  Green-Cloth, 
and  Purveyor  to  Queen  Elizabeth . He  was 
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Eorn  at  Stewar  ds,  in  the  Parifli  of  Rwnford  in 
EJJex.  He  was  fent  to  Cambridge,  and  was 
bred  for  fome  time  in  Chrijl-Church  Colledge  : 
afterwards  he  became  a Member  of  Lincolns - 
Inn,  in  London . He  was  fometime  Cup-bearer 
to  the  Queen  of  Bohemia ; Secretary  to  the  Re- 
verend James  (Jfxr,  Archbilliop  of  Armagh ; 
and  Chronploger  to  the  Famous  City  of/,  on- 
don.  He  was  a Poet  that  mix’d  Religion  and 
Fancy  together;  and  was  very  careful  in  all 
his  Writings  not  to  intrench  upon  Good  Man- 
ners, by  any  Scurrility,  in  his  Works ; or  any 
ways  offending  againlt  his  Duty  to  God,  his 
Neighbour,  and  himfelf.  The  Occafion  of  our 
Mentioning  him  in  this  place,  is  from  his  be- 
ing the  Author  of  an  Innocent,  Innoffenlive 
Play,  called 

The  Virgin  IVidow,  a Comedy,  printed  40. 
Land.  1649.^ 

As  to  his  other  Works,  they  are  very  nume- 
rous : thofe  which  I have  feen,  are  his  Hiftory 
ofSampfon  in  Verfe ; Jonah , Eft  her, Job  Militant . 
His  Emblems,  are  reputed  by  fome,  a Copy 
pi  Hermamius  Hugos  Pia  'Defideria;  Anni- 
verfanes  upon  his  Pavanete . Pentalogia, or  The 
fjumte [fence  of  Meditation  ; Argalus  and  Far - 
tbenia;  being  founded  on  a Story,  in  Sir  Phi- 
lip Sydney  s Arcadia.  Enchiridion  of  Medita- 
tions 'Divine  and  Moral. ^ Nor  mull  I forget  his 
Loyal  Convert,  tho’  I never  iaw  it ; being  a 
Caufe  of  his  Perfecution,  by  the  Ufurped  Au- 
thority then  in  being. 

The  troubles  of  Ireland,  forc'd  him  from 
thence:  fo  that  he  dy  cl  in  his  Native  Country, 
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Sept .8. 1644.^  being  aged  $2.  Year^and  the  Fa- 
ther of  eighteen  Children,  by  one  Wife;Aand 
was  buried  at  St.  Fojler h Church,  London. 


Thomas  Randolph.^ 

HE  Flourifht  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Firft ; and  was  Born  at  Houghton , in 
Northamptonshire ; from  whence  he  was  lent 
for  Education  to  Weftminfter  School;  and 
thence  was  remov’d  to  Cambridge , where  he 
became  Fellow  of  Trinity  Colledge  in  that  Uni- 
verlity.  He  was  accounted  one  of  the  molt 
pregnant  Wits  of  his  Time ; and  was  not  only 
admir’d  by  the  Wits  of  Cambridge , but  like- 
wife  belov’d  and  valu’d  by  the  Poets,  and  Men 
of  the  Town  in  that  Age.  His  Gay  Humour, 
and  Readinefs  at  Repartee,  begat  Ben.  John - 
fon’s  Love  to  that  Degree,  that  he  Adopted  him 
his  Son : on  which  Account  Mr.  Randolph  writ 
a Gratulatory  Poem  to  him,  which  is  printed, 
thefe  Lines  being  part  of  the  Copy  : 

■ When  my  Mufe  upon  obedient  knees 

Asks  not  a Father  s BleJJing , let  her  leefe 
The  Fame  of  this  Adoption  ; ’ tis  a Curfe 
1 wijh  her  ’cauj'e  / cannot  think  a worfe. 

How  true  a Filial  Love  he  pay’d  to  his  Re- 
putation, may  appear  from  his  Anfwer  to 
that  Ode,  which  Ben.  w rit  in  Defence  of  his 
filew-Inn,  and  which  Mr.  Felt  ham  reply ’d 
* upon 
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upon  fo  fharply.  Having  given  you  the  two 
former,  in  my  Account  of  Mr.  Johnfon  ; give 
me  leave  like  wife  to  tranferibe  this  in  Honour 
of  Mr.  Randolph,  whofe  Memory  I reverence, 
ior  his  Refpeft  to  that  Great  Man. 

An  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Ben  Johnfon  s Ode,  to  per- 
fwade  him  not  to  leave  the  Stage. 

K L 

Ben,  do  not  leave  tbe  Stagey 

'Caufe  't is  a loath fome  Age : 

For  ‘Tride  and  Impudence  will  grow  too  hold7 
JVben  they  Jhall  hear  it  told 
They  frighted  thee  ; ft  and  high  as  is  thy  Caufe , 
Their  Hifi  is  thy  Applaufe  : 
ifMore  juB  were  thy  Dijdain, 

Had  they  approv'd  thy  Vein : 

So  thou  for  them7  and  they  for  thee  were  horn  ; 
They  to  incenfe , and  thou  as  much  to  j corn . 

II. 

JVilTt  thou  engrofs  thy  Store 
Of  JVheat , and  pour  no  more , 

Becaufe  their  Bacon-brains  have  fuch  a tafl7 
As  more  delight  in  MaH  : 

No  ! Jet  them  forth  a hoard  of  Dainties , full 
As  thy  bejl  MuJ'e  can  cull ; 

JVhilJi  they  the  while  do  pine 
And  thirfty  midft  all  their  JVine. 

IVhat  greater  plague  can  Hell  it  felf  devije7 
Than  to  he  willing  thus  to  Tantalize  ? 

III. 

Thou  can  ft  not  find  them  ftujf7 
7 hat  will  be  had  enough 
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To  pleafe  their  P dilates : let  'em  them  refufe. 
For fome  Pye-Corner  Mufe  ; 

She  is  too  fair  an  Hoflefs,  ’twere  a fin 
For  them  to  like  thine  Inn : 

X was  made  to  entertain 
GuePls  of  a Nobler  Strain  ; 

Tet  if  they  will  have  any  of  thy  Store,  [dore. 
Give  them  fome  /craps,  and  [end  them  from  thy 


IV. 

And  let  thofe  things  in  plujh 
Till  they  be  taught  to  blujh, 

Like  what  they  will,  and  more  contented  be 
IVith  what  Brome  [ffwept  from  thee. 
T know  thy  worth , and  that  thy  lofty  Strains 
IV rite  not  to  Cloaths,  but  Brains  : 

But  thy  great  Spleen  doth  rife, 

’ Caufe  Moles  will  have  no  Eyes  : 

This  only  in  my  Ben  I faulty  find. 

He's  angry,  they  l not  fee  him  that  are  blind. 


V. 

JVhy  fhould  the  Scene  be  mute, 

Caufe  thou  canH  touch  thy  Lute , 

And  firing  thy  Horace  ; let  each  Mufe  of  Nine 
Claim  thee,  and  fay,  Th ’ art  mine . 

Twere  fond  to  let  all  other  Flames  expire, 

To  fit  by  Pindar’i*  Ftre: 

For  by  fo  Jirange  NegleFt, 

I fhould  my  Jelf  fufpeft. 

The  Palfie  ( b)  were  as  well  thy  Brains  difeafe. 
If  they  could  [hake  thy  Mufe  which  way  they 
pleafe . 

( a)  His  Man  Rich  Brom: ; Sec  an  Account  ot  his  Plays  be- 
fore. (b)  He  had  ;h at  that  time. 


VI. 
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And  tho  thou  well  canjlfing 
The  Glories  of  thy  King  ; 

And  on  the  wings  of  Ferfe  his  Chariot  hear 
To  Heaven , and fix  it  there  ; 

Tet  let  thy  Mufe  as  well  fome  Raptures  raije7 
To  pleafe  him , as  to  praij'e. 

I.  would  not  have  thee  chufe 
Only  a treble  Mufe  ; 

But  have  this  Envious , Ignorant  Age  to  knowy 

Thou  that  canjlfing  Jo  high,  canjl  reach  as  low. 

There  was  another  Copy  of  Verfes  writ  by 
Mr.  Carew  to  Mr.  Johnfon , on  occafion  of  his 
Ode  of  Defiance,  annexed  to  his  Play  of  the 
New- Inn : See  his  Poems,  8°.  p.  <)c.  * 

Having  given  you  a tafie  of  his  Lyrick  Poe- 
try, I now  proceed  to  his  Dramatic  fiPzx  fox  - 
mance  ; of  which  (according  to  our  Cuftom  ) 
I fhall  fpeak  Alphabetically. 

Amyntasy  ox  The  ImpoJJible  Dowry ; a Pallo- 
ral,  ailed  before  the  King  and  Queen  at  IVhite - 
hall 

AnJlippuSy  or  The  Jovial  Thilofopher ; pre- 
fented  in  a private  Shew  ; to  which  is  added 
The  Conceited  Tedlar.  a 

Jealous  Lovers , a Comedy  prefented  to  their 
Gracious  Majefties,  at  Cambridge , by  the  Stu~ 
0 dents  of  Trinity  Colledge ; and  dedicated  to  Dr. 
Comber , D.  of  Carlile . This  Play  I think  to  be 
the  befi:  of  his,  and  was  revived  on  the  Stage, 
at  London , in  1682.  as  may  appear  by  an  Epi- 
logue written  by  Mr s.Behny  and  printed  in  her 
Colie  ftion  of  Poems ; publilhedSo.  Land.  i68y< 
cX  This 
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This  Play  was  revifed  and  printed  by  tlic  Au-  +- 
thor,  in  his  Life-time;  being  ufher’d  by  the 
Chief  Wits  of  both  Univerfities  to  the  Prefs 
One  of  which  fays  (c)  thus  of  it : 

Tho  thou  baft  made  it publich  to  the  view 
Of  Self-love , Malice , and  that  other  Crew : 

It  were  more  ft  it  Jhould  impaled  lye 
IVithin  the  walls  of  fome  great  Library  ; 

That  if  hy  chance  through  Injury  of  Time , 
Plautus,  and  Terence,  and  that  (d)  Fragrant 
Thyme 

O/Attick-Wit  Jhould  perifh , we  might  fee 
All  thofe  reviv'd  in  his  oamGomedy. 

The  Jealous  Lover,  Pander , Gull , and  Whore, 
The  Doting  Father , Shark , and  many  more 
Thy  Scene  doth  reprejent  unto  the  Life , 

Befides  the  Char  alter  of  a curfl  Wife  ; 

So  truly  given  in  fo  proper  Stile, 

As  if  thy  Altive  Soul  had  dwelt  a while 
In  each  Mans  Body  ; and  at  length  had feen 
How  in  their  Humors  they  t he  mf elves  demean . 
rj Mufes  Looking-Glafs , a Comedy,  which  by  & 
the  Author. was  firfl  called  The  Entertainment ; 

' as  I learn  from  Sir  Ajlon  Cockains  Works,  who 
writ  an  Encomiajlick  Copy  on  it.  See  his 
Works,  p.  98.  As  to  this  Plav,  it  anfwers  both 
the  Defigns  of  Poetry,  Profit,  and  Delight: 
and  what  a Student  of  Chrift-churcb , Mr.  Rich . 
Wejl,  faidofit,  will  be  found  true  by  every 
Reader. 

Who  looks  within  his  clearer  Glajs , will  fay, 

At  once  he  writ  an  Ethick  Trail,  and  Play. 

(0  Edit.  France,  (d)  Ariftoplnnes,  "r* 
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All  thefe  Dramatick  Pieces,  and  his  Poems* 
were publifhed  by  his  Brother, Ran-  ’ 
dolph , of  Chrift  church  Colledge  in  Oxon.  and  I 
are  now  printed  the  ych  Edit.  Oxon.  i<568. 

I know  not  when  our  Author  died;  tho’  1 j 
prefume  he  liv’d  to  no  great  Age,  being  too  j 
much  adduced  to  the  Principles  of  his  Pre-  I 
deceflor  Arijhppus , Pleafure,  and  Contempt  of  ’] 
Wealth. 

My  Readers  are  not  to  expeft  any  Difco- 
veries  of  Thefts,  for  this  Author  had  no  occa- 
fion  to  pra&ice  Plagiary,  having  fo  large  a 
Fond  of  Wit  of  his  own,  that  he  needed  not 
to  borrow  from  others ; and  therefore  I may 
jufily  fay,  with  a Friend  of  his, 

With  what  an  Extafie  Jhall  we  behold 
This  Book  ? which  is  no  Ghoji  of  any  old 
Worm-eaten  Author : here s no  J eft,  or  Hinty 
But  had  his  Head  both  for  its  Oar , and  Mint . ' 
W ert  not for J'omeTranfations  none  could  know 
Whether  he  had  ere  look'd  in  Book  or  no 

Of  this  Nature,  are  not  only  his  feveral  Ver- 
£ions,  as  the  Second  Epod  of  Horace , feveral 
Pieces  out  of  Claudianffac . but  likewife  a Dra- 
ma tick  Piece  from  Arijlophanes , called  in  the 
Original  iiaoo]®-,  but  by  our  Tranflator, 

Hey  for  HoneftyfDown  with  Knavery;  a plea- 
fant  Comedy,  printed  4°.Zo^.  i<5yi.  This  Play 
was  fir  ft  tranflated  by  our  Author ; and  after- 
wards augmented  and  publifhed  by  F.J.  I fhall 
not  pretend  to  determine,  whether  this  Tranf- 
lation,  or  that  publifhed  in  o&avo  be  better ; 
but  leave  it  to  thofe  more  vers’d  in  the  Ori- 
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ginal  than  I pretend  to.  Permit  me  therefore 
to  conclude  all  with  the  following  Lines,  writ 
by  One  of  St.  John's,  in  Memory  of  our  Author. 
Immortal  Ben  is  dead , and  as  that  Ball 
On  Ida  tofi'd,  fo  is  his  Crown , by  all 
The  Infantry  of  JV'tt . Vain  Pr  lefts  ! That  Chair 
Is  only  fit  for  his  true  Son  and  Heir . [ praife: 
Beach  here  thy  Laurel : Randolph,  7 is  thy 
Thy  nakgd  Skull Jhall  well  become  the  Bays. 
.Si??, Daphne  courts  thyGhoJhand J'pite  of  Fate, 
Thy  Poems  Jhall  be  Toet  Laureate. 

Edward  Ravenscroft. 

A Gentleman  now  living,  and  One  that  was 
fometime  a Member  of  the  ^Middle -Temple. 
One  who  with  the  Vulgar  pafles  for  a Writer: 
tho’  I hope  he  will  pardon  me,  if  I rather  flile 
him  in  the  Number  of  Wit-Colle£tors ; for  I 
cannot  allow  all  the  Wit  in  his  Plays  to  be  his 
own  : I hope  he  will  not  be  angry,  for  tran- 
fcribing  the  Chara£ter  which  he  has  given  of 
Mr.  Dry  den,  and  which  mutato  nomine  belongs 
to  himfelf.  ’Tis  not  that  I any  ways  abet  Mr 
Dryden  for  his  falling  upon  his  c JMamamouchi; 
but  that  I may  maintain  the  Chara&er  of  Im- 
partial, to  which  I pretend,  I mull  pull  oft'  his 
Difguife,  and  difcover  the  Politick  Plagiary, 
that  lurks  under  it.  I know  he  has  endeavour- 
ed to  fhew  himfelf  Matter  of  the  Art  of  Swift- 
writing ; and  would  perfwade  the  World,  that 
what  he  writes  is  ex  tempore  Wit,  and  written 
current e calamo.  But  I doubt  not  to  fhew,  That 
til  o’  he  would  be  thought  to  imitate  the  Silk: 
wormyhn  fpins  its  Web  from  its  own  Bowels ; 
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yet  I {hall  make  him  appear  like  the  Leech , 
that  lives  upon  the  Blood  of  Men , drawn 
from  the  Gums;  and  when  he  is  rubb’d 
with  Salt,  fpues  it  up  again-  To  prove  this, 
I (hall  only  give  an  Account  of  his  Plays; 
and  by  that  little  of  my  own  Knowledge 
which  I (hall  difcover,  'twill  be  manifefl,  that 
this  Ricketty-Poet  ( tho'  of  fo  many  Years) 
cannot  go  without  others  Afliflancc  : For  take 
thisProphecy,from  your  humble  Servant, or  Mr, 
Ravenf croft's  Mamamouchi , which  you  pleafe, 

IV hen  once  our  Poets  tr (inflating  Vein  is  pafl , 

From  him  you  cant  ex  pell  new  Plays  in  hall. 
To  prove  this, I need  only  give  you  anAccount  of 
what  he  has  already  publifh’d;  and  from  thence 
you  may  judge,  according  to  the  old  Adage,  Ex 
pede  Herculetn , what  is  like  to  follow. 

Carelefs  Lover sy  a Comedy  ailed  at  the  Duke’s 
Theatre,  ^nd  printed  40.  Loud.  1673  • The  Epi- 
ftle  to  this  Play  was  written  againfl  Mr.  Dry - 
den , and  his  Prologue  levell’d  againfl  Alman - 
zor  ; and  his  Play,  call’d  Love  in^Nunnery.  The 
truth  is,  Mr.  Dryden  had  fallen  firfl  upon  his 
VMamamouchi , as  we  have  faid;  and  therefore 
on  that  Account,  our  Poet  was  excufable ; but 
to  accufe  him  for  borrowing,  and  tranflating, 
as  he  faith : 

Till  then  he  borrowed  from  Romance , and  did 
tranflate , 

was  unreasonable,  when  our  Poet  knew  his 
own  Guilt ; for  notwithflanding  he  writes  in 
the  fame  Prologue, 

i That  all  that's  in  it  is  ex  tempore  fVit. 

Yet 
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Yet  I mull  take  the  Liberty  to  contradict  him, 
and  acquaint  my  Reader,  That  the  Sham-Scene 
in  the  4.  A61,  which  is  the  mod  diverting  in 
the  Play ; where  Mrs.  Brcedwell , and  Clapham 
bring  in  their  Children,  and  challenge  Marri- 
age of  the  Ld  2)e  BoaJiadoy  is  ftollen  from  MoU 
here's  CM.  T)e  Tourceaugnac.  A£l  2.  Sc.  7.  and  8. 
As  to  the,  reft  of  the  French  Play, he  has  inferted 
it  into  his  CMamamouchi.  The  Author  in  his 
Epiftle  acknowledges,  That  the  Reafon  why 
there  are  fuch  continual  Picques  amongfl  the 
Poets,  is  the  fame  with  that  of  Whores,  Two  of 
a Trade  can  never  agree : and  therefore  Mr. 
Dryden  and  Mr.  Ravenfcroft , being  profeft  Pla- 
giaries, and  having  both  laid  claim  to  Molliere , 
no  wonder  if  they  fell  out,  like  the  two  Tra- 
vellers in  o TLfop  about  the  Afs  ; tho’  at  the 
fame  time  a third  Poet  ran  away  with  the  prize; 
at  leaft  the  greateft  part. 

cDame  T)ohjon , or  7 he  Cunning  JVoman;  a Co- 
medy a fled  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  and  printed 
4°.  Lond.  1684.  This  Play  is  tranflated  from 
a French  Comedy,  call’d  La  Devinereffe , ou 
Les  faux  Enchantements.  Notwithftanding 
this  Play  was  fo  followed  and  applauded  in 
France , as  the  Epiftle  to  the  Original  informs* 
me ; yet  it  was  damned  in  its  A6lion  at  the  The- 
atre at  London.  I pretend  not  to  give  the  Rea- 
fon of  it;  only  I have  Mr.  Dryderis  (e)  Tefti- 
mony,  That  Corneilles  Le  Menteur,  (fince  puL 
lifhed  under  the  Title  of  7 he  CMiftaken  Beantyy 
or  The  Lyer)  was  notwithftanding  Mr  .Hart's 
a&ing  Dorant  to  Admiration,  judg’d  far  Infe- 
ct Uraro.  £ Uajr,  ^.37. 
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riour  to  many  Plays  writ  by  Fletcher , and  Ben 
JobnJ'on : and  I quefhon  not  but  this  lafl  will 
obtain  the  preference  from  the  other,  if  they 
are  read  by  unbyafs’d  Judges. 

Englijh  Lawyer,  a Comedy  ailed  at  the  The- 
atre-Royal,  and  printed  40.  Lond.  1678.  This 
Play  was  written  originally  in  Latin,  by  Mr.. 
R . Ruggles,  fometime  Malter  of  Arts  in  Clare 
Halim  Cambridge ; and  was  ailed  feveral  times 
with  extraordinary  applaufe, before  Ydngjames 
the  Firjft  by  the  Gentlemen  of  that  Univerlity. 
There  was  a Verfion  done  by  a Mailer  of  Arts 
oi' dMagdalen  Colledge  in  Oxford \ printed  near 
thirty  Years  ago,  tho’  translated  lome  Years 
before  : and  I believe  Mr.  Ravenfcroft  made 
more  ufe  of  that,  than  the  Original : at  lealL 
wife  they  who  underltand  not  the  Latin,  and 
yet  would  fee  a true  Copy,  (this  of  our  Author 
being  drawn  in  Miniature  ) may  read  it,  under 
the  Title  of  Ignoramus. 

King  Edgar,  and  Alphreda ; a Tragi-comedy 
ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  and  printed  40. 
Lond.  itS 77.  This  Play  I fuppofe  (if  any)  to  be 
of  the  Authors  own  dMinewa;  tho’  the  Story 
of  it  be  fufficiently  Famous,  not  only  in  Novels 
both  French  and  Italian : but  in  almoll  all  the 
Hiftorians  of  thofe  Times.  For  Novels,  fee  the 
Annals  of  Love  oilavo  : For  Hillorians,  fee  FK. 
Malmesbury , //.  Huntingdon,  Rog.  Hoveden,  In - 
gulfus , Ranulph  Higden,  dM.  IVeftminfter,  Tol. 
Ptrgtl.  Grafton,  Stow,  Speed,  Baker,  fee.  UbaU 
ditto  Le  Fite  delle  Bonne  Illujlri,  p.  28. 

London  Cuckolds,  a Comedy  ailed  at  the 
Duke’s  Theatre,  and  printed  40.  Lond.  168^ 

This 
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This  Play,  tho’  the  mod  diverting  of  any  that 
he  has  writ,  is  patcht  up  from  feveral  Novels. 
I may  truly  aver,  that  IVife-acre  and  Peggy, are 
borrowed  from  Scar  rods  Fruitlefs  Precaution , 
Nov.  firlt;  at  leaf!  that  part  of  it  where  Peggy 
in  Armour  watcheth  her  Husband  s Night-cap. 
Tho’  poflibly  thefe  two  Chara£lers  were  drawn 
from  Amolphe  and  s. Ignes , in  M oilier es  L EJ cole 
des  Femmes : Lovedays  Difcovering  Eugenia  s 
Intrigue,  and  pretending  to  conjure  for  a Sup- 
per,is  borrowed  from  Les  Contes  d'Ouville, part, 
z.pag.zif.  Eugenia  % Contrivance  to  ha vcjane 
lye  in  her  place  by  herHusband,whilfl  (he  went 
to  Ramble ; is  borrowed  poflibly  from  the  Me - 
fcolanza  dolce  Cap . 16.  at  the  End  of  Tor  nemos 
Grammar  : or  elfe  from  Scarron  s Fruitlefs  Pre- 
caution, where  is  fuch  a like  paflage.  The  Con- 
trivance of  Eugenia  to  bring  off  Ramble , and 
Loveday , by  obliging  the  former  to  draw  his 
Sword,  and  counterfeit  a Paflion,  is  borrowed 
from  Les  Contes  d'Ouville,  2.  part,  page  iy  7.  or 
from  Boccace  Day  7.  Nov.  6.  Doodles  Obli- 
ging his  Wife  Arabella  to  anfwer  nothing  but 
No  in  his  Abfence , and  the  Confequence  of 
that  Intrigue  with  Townly , is  borrowed  from 
Les  Contes  d'Ouville , ip  art.  page  121  Eugenia' % 
making  a falfe  Confidence  to  her  Husband 
Dafovcell,  and  fending  him  into  the  Garden  to 
Loveday , in  her  Habit,  where  he  is  beaten  by 
him,  is  borrowed  from  Les  Contes  d'Ouville, 
2.  part,  pagezyo.  The  fame  Story  is  in  Boccace , 
Day  7.  Nov.  7.  and  in  Les  Contes  de  M.  de  la 
Fontaim ?,Nov.2.p.2i.and  is  the  Subje&  of  feve- 
ral Plays  *,  as  City  Night -cap,  foe.  This  is  fuffi- 
Dd  1 cient 
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this  Play,  and  td  have  brought  a new  fort  of 
Comedy  on  our  Stage  : as  he  fays, 

The  Poet  does  a dangrous  tryal  make. 

And  ail  the  common  ways  of  Plays  for  fake. 
Upon  the  Aft  or  s it  depends  too  much  ; 

And  who  can  hope  ever  to  fee  two  Juch , 

As  the Harlequin,  and  Scaramouch. 

This  he  well  knew 

Tet  rather  chofe  in  New  Attempts  to  fail \ 

Than  in  the  Old  indifferently  prevail. 

But  notwithflanding  our  Author’s  Boafting,  he 
is  but  a Dwarf  dreft  up  in  a Giant’s  Coat  ftufft 
out  with  Straw  : for  I believe  he  cannot  ju- 
flly  challenge  any  Part  of  a Scene  as  the  Ge- 
nuine Off-fpring  of  his  own  Brain;  and  may 
rather  be  reckon’d  the  Midwife  than  the  Pa- 
rent of  this  Play.  This  Author  has  followed 
his  old  Cuftorn  of  fweeping  clean,  and  leaving 
nothing  behind  him  ; for  what  he  left  of  Le 
Bourgeois  Gentilhomme , he  has  taken  into  this 
Play ; as  will  appear  to  them  that  will  compare 
the  firfl  Aft  with  that  T)ramma.  Almoft  all 
Le  Marriage  force , is  taken  into  this  Play  like- 
wife;  and  for  the  Cheats  of  Scapin , I fuppofe 
our  Author  has  not  only  feen  that  Play,  but 
borrow’d  from  thence  ; I have  already  taken 
notice,  that  part  of  it  refembles  Terence's 
Thormio. 

fVr angling  Lovers , or  The  Invifihle  Mijlrefs  ; 
a Comedy  afted  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  and 
printed  40.  Lond.  1677.  This  Play  is  founded 
upon  a Spanijh  Romance  in  8°.  tranflated  and 
Dd  4 called 
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called  Deceptio  inf  us y or  Seeing  and  Believing  are 
two  things.  7 h.  Corneille  has  a Play  writ  on  the 
lame  Subject,  called  Les  Engagements  du  Ha- 
zard. 

I know  nothing  clfeofour  Author’s  Writing,, 
without  I Ihould  reckon  his  Alteration  of  Titus 
Andronicus  ; of  which  I (hall  fpeak  by  and  by, 
in  the  Account  of  ShakeJ'pear. 

+ Thomas  Rawlins. 

• v * * 

A Gentleman  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  mod  of  the  Poets  of  his  time.  He  was 
the  Cheif  Graver  of  the  dMirtt  to  both  King 
Charles  the  Firft  and  Second,  and  died  in  that 
Employment  in  1670.  He  writ  a Play  for  his 
Diverfion  only,  not  for  profit ; as  he  tells  the 
Reader  in  his  Preface  : c Take  no  notice  of 

cmy  Name,  for  a fecond  Work  of  this  Nature 
‘{hall  hardly  bear  it.  I have  no  defire  to  be 
‘known  by  a Thread-bare  Cloak,  having  a Call- 
ing that  will  maintain  it  Woolly.  His  Play 
is  called. 

Rebellion , a Tragedy  ailed  Nine  Days  toge- 
ther; and  divers  times  fince  with  good  ap- 
plaufe,  by  his  Majefly’s  Company  of  Revels; 
i/^and  printed  40.  Lond.  1640.  ’Tis  dedicated  to 
his  Kinfman,  Robert  Ducie  of  AJlon , in  the 
County  of  Stafford  Efq;  and  is  accompanied 
with  Verfes,  to  the  nutnber  of  eleven  Copies ; 
amongfl  which  are  feveral  writ  by  the  Drama- 
tick  Poets  his  Contemporaries.  He  was  very 
young  when  he  writ  this  Tragedy,  as  appears 

from 
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from  the  following  Lines  of  Mr.  Chamberlain y 
publifht  with  the  Play. 

To  fee  a Spy  ingot  of  thy  tender  ytge, 

JVith  fuch  a lofty  Straine  to  word  a Stage  ; 

To  fee  a T raged y from  thee  in  Trint , O 

IVith  Juch  a IVorld  of  fine  Meanders  in't , 
Tufles  my  wondringjoul : for  there  appeares 
Such  dj 'proport  ion  'twixt  thy  Lines yand  Teares: 
That  when  I read  thy  Lines,  me  thinks  I fee 
Thefweet  tongu'd  Ovid  fall  upon  his  Knee, 
IVith  Parce  precor  \ 


The  Scene  of  this  Play  lyes  in  Sevile  ; but  I 
cannot  direil  you  to  any  particular  Hiftory, 
becaufe  I know  not  in  what  King  of  Spain's 
Reign  this  Ailion  happened : All  I can  tell 
you  is,  That  I believe  this  Taylor  was  fitted 
upon  Crif pin's  Laft ; and  that  fVebfiei ’s  Shoo - 
maker  gave  Birth  to  our  Poet’s  Don  Sebaftiano. 

Mr.  PVinfianley  {peaks  of  other  fmall  Pieces  L/x~% 
that  he  wrote,  tho’  I know  of  none,  except 
fome  commendatory  Verfes,  publifht  with  his 
Friends  Plays  ; as  with  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
Swaggering  ‘Damfel \ Mr.  Richards's  tdMeffali- 
na?  fee. 

Edward  Revet. 


An  Author  of  our  Time,  who  publifhed  a 
Play,  called 

Town  Shifts,  or  Suburb  fufiice  ; a Comedy 
ailed  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Tork's 
Theatre,  printed  40.  Lond.  1671.  and  dedica- 
ted to  Stephen  Mofedelf  Efq;  Give  me  leave 

fo 
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fo  far  to  commend  this  Comedy,  to  fay  that  it  is 
Inftru&ive  ; and  that  the  Author’s  Protagonift 
Lovewel , tho’  reduced  to  poverty,  yet  enter- 
tains not  only  an  Innate  Principle  of  Ho  nelly, 
but  advifes  his  two  Comrades,  Friendly  and 
Faithful , to  the  practice  of  it ; and  it  fucceeds 
happily  to  them.  I mention  this,  becaufe  few 
of  our  Modern  Characters  are  fo  nicely  drawn. 

Nathaniel  Richards. 

An  Author  that  lived  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft;of  whom  I can  give  no  further 
Account,  than  that  he  writ  one  Tragedy,  pub- 
lifht  in  the  beginning  of  our  late  Troubles;  viz. 

tJMeJfalina  the  Roman  Emprefs , her  Tragedy, 
afeed  with  general  applaufe  divers  times, by  the 
Company  of  his  Majefly’s  Revels,  and  printed 
8°.  Loud.  1640.  This  Play  is  dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honourable  John  Cary , yifeount  Loch- 
ford:  and  is  ufhered  into  the  Light  by  fix  Co- 
pies of  Verfes  ; two  of  which  were  writ  by 
our  Dramatick  Authors,  Davenport  and  Rpf- 
lins ; two  by  two  AClors  in  his  Play,  Robinjon 
and  Jordan  ,•  and  a fifth  Latin  Copy,  by  One 
Thomas  Combes , which  may  deferve  a place  in 
our  Account : after  having  acquainted  the 
Reader,  that  for  the  Story  he  may  confultY*- 
ciius,  Suetonius , Pliny,  Tint  arch,  and  Juvenal, 
all  which  have  given  a CharaCler  of  the  Inia- 
tiate  dMeJJalina\  as  the  following  Verfes  do  o 
her  Vices,  and  the  Virtues  of  her  Mother  L*c- 
pida . 

Cariffi- 
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Cantfimo  Amico  Au&ori  in  eximiam  tdMiJfa- 
lina  Tragcediam. 

Ridentem  Verier em  ve teres  pin x ere  ; fed  ecce 
Jpparet  Venus  hie fanguinolenta  ; nigra. 
Lafcivos  ample x a vires  ample  Ft itur  enfem  : 
Eff  'ei  a qua  vita , eft  hac  furibunda  nece. 

Sic  eadem  ViFtrix,  eademq\  Libidims  Ultrix, 
Mettalma,  altrix  qua  fuit,  ipfa  fuit , 

"Du  moritur  mala  pars, oritur  pars  conjungis  ilia, 
fuperat  quamvis  mors  in  utramq}furit. 
Cajta  parens  toties,  quo  ties fit  adulter  a proles, 
Rugnat , & adverj  'a  cum  pie  t ate  fcelus : 
Dumqfcelus  fugiens  dat  tergafiat  altera  luges, 
Et  nituit  niveo  pe Fiore  purus  Honor, 

Hac  ubi  funt  verbis  apt  at  a,  Tragcedia  digna 
Ilia  eft  in  primis  Laudis , qy  ilia  tua  efi. 

Thomas  Combes. 

William  Rider. 

4 

This  W riter  (as  I fuppofe  by  the  Date  of  his 
Playjflourifh’d  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the 
Seeond-;  and  was  a Matter  of  Arts,tho*  of  which 
Univerlity  or  Colledge,  is  to  me  unknown.  All 
I can  inform  my  Reader  is,  that  he  is  the  Au- 
thor of  a Play,  called 

\ Twins,  a Tragi-comedy  a£ied  at  the  private^ 
Houfe  at  Salisbury  Court  with  general  applaufe, 
printed  40.  Lond.  1 This  Play  is  not  con- 
temptible, either  as  to  the  Language,  or  Oe- 
conomy  of  it,  tho’  I judge  it  older  far  than  the 
the  Date  of  it  imports. 


William 
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William  Rowly. 

An  Author  that  flourifh’d  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Firft;  and  was  fometime  a 
Member  of  Pembroke  Hall  in  Cambridge.  I can 
fay  nothing  further  of  his  Life  or  Country; 
hut  as  to  his  Poetry, and  his  intimate  Acquaint- 
ance with  the  prime  Poets  of  that  Age,  I can 
Ipeak  at  large.  He  was  not  only  beloved  by 
thofe  Great  Men,  SJjakeJ'pear , Fletcher, and  John- 
fon ; but  likewife  writ  with  the  former,  The 
Birth  of  Merlin.  Bdides  what  he  joyned  in 
writing  with  Poets  of  the  fecond  Magnitude, as 
Hey  wood,  Middleton , 2)  ay  and  fVebfter  ; as  you 
may  fee  under  each  of  their  Names;  our 
Author  has  four  Plays  in  print  of  his  own 
Writing,  of  which  take  the  following  Ac- 
count ; viz. 

Alls  loft  by  Luft,  a Tragedy  divers  times 
ailed  by  the  Lady  Elizabeth's  Servants ; and 
with  great  applaufe  at  the  Thcenix  in  "Drury - 
Lane , and  printed  40.  Lond.  1633.  This  is  a 
good  old  Play,  and  the  Story  it  felf  may  be 
read  in  the  Spanijh  Hiflories : See  Mariana  Lib. 
2i,  2.2, 23.  Surittd s Annales , fee.  Lib.  1.  C.  1. 
Turjuet^Lj.f.C.  30.  As  to  Margaret  tas  De- 
fignd  Revenge  on  her  Husband  Antonio , read 
the  Unfortunate  Lovers , Novel  the  3. 

xSMatcb  at  Midnight , a pleafant  Comedy, ailed 
hy  the  Children  of  the  Revels;  and  printed  4 
Lond.  1633.  The  Plot  of  Alexander  Blood- 
hound's  being  hid  by  Jarvis  under  the  Widow  s 
Bed,  is  founded  on  an  old  Story  inferted  in  the 
Enghfh  Rogue , part  4.  Ch/19. 
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Shoomakers  a Gentleman , a Comedy  printed 

40.  Lond. Not  having  this  Play  by  me 

at  prefent,  I cannot  inform  my  Reader  where 
it  was  a£ted,  or  when  printed-  But  this  I know, 
that  it  has  not  many  Years  fiilce  been  revived 
at  the  Theatre  in  'Dorfet -Garden,  and  been  for- 
merly a<Sed  abroad  in  the  Country : and  the 
Comical  part  of  it,  is  an  ufual  Entertainment 
at  Bartholomew  and  Southwarke  Fairs ; it  be- 
ing a Copy  to  which  all  Stroling  Companies 
lay  claim  to.  The  Play  is  founded  on  a ftitcht 
Pamphlet  in  quarto,  called  The*  Hijlory  of  the 
Gentle -Craft.  The  Reader  may  find  an  Epi- 
logue printed  in  ‘Dujfet's  Poems,  p.  60.  writ  for 
this  Play,  when  Was  revived. 

New  IV mder,  a IVoman  never  vext ; a plea- 
fant  Comedy,  fundry  times  ailed,  and  printed 
40.  Lond.  1 632.  That  paflage  of  the  Widows 
nnding  her  Wedding-Ring,  which  (he  dropp’d 
in  eroding  the  Thames , in  the  Belly  of  a Fifli 
which  her  Maid  bought  accidentally  in  the 
Market,  is  founded  either  upon  the  Story  of 
Tolycrates  of  Samos,  as  the  Author  may  read  at 
large  in  Herodotus , Lib.  3.  five  Thalia ; or  upon 
the  like  Story  related  of  one  Anderfon  of 
Newcajlle , by  Doilor  Fuller , in  his  fVort&ies  of 
England,  o 

I know  of  nothing  *elfe  written  by  our  Au- 
thor, neither  can  I ' tell  the  time  of  his  Death, 
and  therefore  I mufi  leave  it  to  Perfons  of 
better  Information  to  acquaint  the  Worlds 
with  more  particulars  of  his  Life,  whilfl  I 
halten  to  an  Account  of  his  Names  fake. 

Samuel 
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Samuel  Rowley. 

Whether  this  Author  was  related  to  as  well 
as  Contemporary  with  the  former,  I know  not : 
only  this  I know/ that  he  writ  himfelf  a Ser- 
vant to  the  Prince  ol  JV ties.  He  is  the  Au- 
thor  of  two  Hiitorical  Plays,  of  which  we  are 
to  give  an  Account  in  their  Alphabetical  Or- 
der; viz. 

Noble  Spanilh  Souldier,  or  A Contract  broken 
jujlly  revenged ; a Tragedy,  printed  40.  Lond. 
1634.  This  is  a Poflhumous  Piece ; and  if  we 
believe  the  Printer  s Preface,  has  received  ap- 
plaufe  in  Action.  Where  it  was  afted,  I know 
not,  nor  the  Foundation  of  the  Story,  it  not 
being  mentioned  what  King  of  Spain  it  was, 
that  committed  that  a£t  of  Perjury  with  Ona- 
lia. 

fVhenyoufee  me,  you  know  me;  or  The  Fa- 
mous Chronical  Hilfory  of  Henry  the  Eighth; 
with  the  Birth,  and  Virtuous  Lite  ol  Eavcara 
Prince  of  1Vales\  being  play’d  by  the  High 
and  Mighty  Prince  of  JVale' s Servants,  and 
printed  40.  Lond.  1632.  For  the  Plot,  fee  the 
Ld  Herbert's  Life  of  Hen.  the  VIII.  and  other 
Writers  of  his  Life,  as  Toly  dor  e Virgil \ HoU 
lingjhead , HaU , Grafton , Stow,  Speed, , Martin , 
Baker , fee. 

Jofeph  Rutter. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft.  He  belong’d  to  the  Earl  of 
ZJorfet’s  Family ; and  attended  on  his  Son,  the 

Fa- 
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Father  of  the  prefent  Earl.  At  the  Command 
of  the  Right  Honourable  Edward  TLarl  of  2 )ot  - 
fetj  and  Lord  Chamberlain  to  the  Queen,  he 
undertook  the  Tranflation  of  the  Cidy  out  of 
French : and  lAx.Kirkman  afcribes  another  Play 
to  him  befides  ; of  both  which  1 (hall  fpeak  in 
their  Order. 

Cidy  a Tragi-comedy  a&ed  before  their  Ma- 
jefties  at  Court,  and  on  the  Cockpit  Stage  in 
j Drury- Lane , by  the  Servants  to  both  their  Ma- 
-jefties,  and  printed  8°.  Lond.  1637.  This  firft 
Part  is  dedicated  to  Edward  Earl  of  Dorfet 
aforefaid,  part  of  it  being  tranflated  by  the 
young  Lord  his  Son,  on  whom  our  Author  at- 
tended. 

C/dy  Part  the  fccond,  printed  40.  Lond.  1640. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Lady  Theophila  Cook^  This 
Part  was  undertaken  by  our  Author,  at  his  Ma- 
yflies Command,  w}io  was  pleas'd  to  think  it 
worth  the  tranflating ; and  commanded  it  to  be 
put  into  our  Authors  Hands.  Both  thefe  Plays 
are  ufually  bound  together  in  octavo. 

As  to  thefe  Plays  in  the  Original,  they,  are 
much  commended,  tho’  I never  faw  but  the  firft 
Part  in  French.  I {hall  not  here  tranfcribe  the 
Author’s  own  Sentiments  of  it ; but  leave  it  to 
thofe  who  underftand  the  French  to  perufe  the 
Examen  of  the  Second  Part;  it  being  too  long 
for  this  place.  But  what  M.  Soileau  fays  of  it7 
in  his  pth  Satyr,  may  be  fufficient  to  fhew  the 
Sentiments  of  the  publick  in  its  Favour : His 
Words  are  thefe ; 


En 
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En  vain  contre  le  Cid  tin  ( e)Miniftre  fe  liguc. 

Tout  Paris  pour  (h)  Climene  a les  yeux  de 
(*)  Rodrigue' 

(k)Z/Academie  en  Corps  a beau  le  ccnfurer , 

Le  Public  revolte  sobjline  a l admirer. 

To  fpeak  of  the  Tranflation  in  general,  I 
think,  if  the  Time  be  confidered  when  it  was 
undertaken,  it  may  pafs  mufter  with  candid 
Readers : The  Author  having  at  leaf!  fo  far  im- 
prov'd it,  as  to  bring  feveral  things  in  A&ion, 
which  in  the  Original  are  delivered  in  Nar- 
ration ; an  Excellency  commended  by  Horace , 
in  thole  Lines  fo  well  known  to  all  Scholars. 

Aut  agitur  res  in  Scenis  aut  Aft  a refer tur  : 

Segnius  irritant  animos  demiffa  per  aurem  ; 

Quamqu<e  funt  oculis  fubjeSla fidelibus , <&  qua 

Jpfefibi  tradit fpeftator 

It  is  true  our  Author  has  altered  in  the 
Original,  fome  places;  but  not  many.  Two 
Scenes  he  has  left  out,  as  being  Soliloquies, 
and  things  little  pertinent  to  the  Bufinefs : 
and  give  me  leave  to  obferve  by  the  by,  That 
the  French  are  much  addi&ed  to  bring  in  thcfe 
eJMonologues , in  their  ferious  Plays.  Some 


(g)  Cardinal  Richelieu,  (b)  The  Names  ot  the  Heroine,  and 
(i)  Hero , in  the  Play,  (k)  The  Academy  writ  a Book  againft  It, 
by  the  Cardinal's  private  order,  entituled  Seniimens  de  I'Aca- 
demie  Franeoi fe  fur  la  Tra^i»comedie  da  Cid : tho*  *cwa$  pub- 
licklv  Cowell  approved  of,  that  in  many  places  of  France  ’twas 
Proverbially  faid,  Celt  efi  bean  co/fime  le  Cid , 
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things  likewife  our  Author  has  added,  but 
fcarce  difcernable : and  where  M.  Corneille 
would  give  him  leave,  he  fays  he  has  follow’d 
clofe  both  his  Senfe  and  Words ; tho’,  as  he 
has  obferved,  many  things  are  received  Wit 
in  one  Tongue,  which  are  not  in  another.  As 
to  the  Play,  ’tis  founded  on  true  Hiffcory ; and 
the  Author  has  follow’d  Roderic  de  Tolede}  and 
Mariana.  The  Reader  may  confult  other  Hi- 
ftorians,  that  have  writ  of  the  Atfairs  of  Don 
Fernando, , the  Firfl  King  of  CajhUe. 

Shepherds  Holy  day,  a Pafloral  Tragi-comedy, 
"ailed  before  their  Ma  jellies,  at  JVhitehall , by 
the  Queen’s  Servants ; and  printed  8°.  Lona. 
1 This  Play  is  aferib’d  by  Mr .Kirkman,  to 
our  Author;tho’  only^.^.is  affix’d  to  the  Title- 
page.  This  Play  is  of  the  Nobler  fort  of  Paflo- 
rals ; and  is  writ  in  Blank  Verfe  : At  the  End 
is  a Pafloral  Elegy,  on  the  Death  of  the  Lady 
Venetia  Digby , in  the  Perfon  of  Sir  Kenelm 
2Jigby,  her  Husband;  and  a Latin  Epigram  on 
her  Tomb. 

I know  nothing  elfe  of  our  Authors  Wri- 
ting. 

^ Thomas  Rymer,  Efq; 

This  Gentleman  is  now  living,  and  was  once 
(if  he  be  not  at  prefent)  a Member  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Society  of  Grays -Inn.  He  has  an  ex- 
cellent Talent  towards  Criticiftn ; as  appears  by 
his  Preface  to  the  Tranflation  of  Rapin' s Re- 
flections on  Ariflotle  s Treatife  of  Poetry  80.  and. 
his  Tragedies  of  the  lafl  Age  confides  d ; but  I 
E e flunk 
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think  for  Dramatick  Toe  try,  there  are  other 
Poets  now  alive,  that  at  leafteqoal  that  Tra- 
gedy which  he  has  publilht,  viz. 

Edgar, or  The Englilh  Monarch;  an  Heroick 
Tragedy,  printed  40.  Load.  16-78.  This  Tra- 
gedy is  dedicated  to  King  Charles  the  Second, 
and  written  in  Heroick  Verfe.  If  it  be  com- 
pared with  Mr.  Ravenjcroft's  King  Edgar  and 
Alfred*,  it  far  exceeds  it.  For  the  Plot,  fee 
the  Hiftorians  before  mentioned ; viz.  Mal- 
mesbury, Huntingdon,  Hoveden , Ingulf  us,  H%- 
den,  <jyc.  Grafton , Stow,  &c. 


S 


Thomas  S'.  Serf/ 

» Gentleman,  who  in  the  Reign  of  King 
JA  Charles  the  Second  writ  a Play,  call  d 
Tarugo's  mies,  or  The  Coffee-houfe ; a Co- 
medy ailed  at  his  Highnefles  the  DukeofT^s 
Theatre,  printed  4°.  Lond.1668.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  George,  Marquefs  of 
Huntley.  This  Comedy  ll  not  equal  with  thole 
of  the  firft  Rank,  yet  exceeds  fcveral  which 
pretend  to  the  fecond;  especially  the  third 
Aft,  which  difeoyers  the  feveral  Humours  ol 
a Coffee-houfe.  As  to  the  other  part  of  the  Play, 
’tis  founded  (as  I fuppofe)  on  the  Spanifh  Play 
Ho  pue defer,  or  It  cannot  be  ; but  not  having 
the  Original,  I cannot  be  pofiuve  : but  this  I 
know,  That  the  Lord  Bell-guard,  and  Crack  vts 
Sir  Courtly  Nice,  extreamly  refembles 


<2- 

'S'*- 


<7 


«*£ 

<^K-^  7<lcJ^  //^-<’'<^-  e7^ Syf 74. 

*^aL^  — «e^. 

cx^^^S^c/  s7o  \J@ 

{f10-  /f  6 2-.  7*£zZ 

%77^^££Lr  , ,*.*/  o^~&.  t^c^/ ^ 72o7@c^~ 

■ ^ 

<// ^^A> y7-^  0/*lc7t>  £2>e-<^/?>  SSr  . ///J^  Oc^~0^ 

^.i  ' '■  ' 

ts^^?  \Z&-cr-xr~^-  ^ ^ ,^7^0'*-^' 

ts^*7  <-7j  >£  ? S^jfyf* 

o Tzi  Cl  7L~Aj^  0^—s.  jC^ 

<>7  ^C2C>7  &*?*// 04  7 ■ Z/Z 

4-  - ^ ******  c*~t**  ^A***^g^*  4c- 

^S-Cs^  <z—c*^0&4*)  *J/jt*Z*-*--p^e,4/ 7^7>c*0  ■ S-4^*-* 

vC^l/C^  s//7zls?<4  C*  ^Tc*  **/S  <rZ^~y  4^'f  sz^e-a-T^  <*77j^5Z. 

g?  /g>g&. 


I 


W 


- s77  ■ 


s? 

Jts/j^r. 


> 


~S 


i *-  -*-^ 

J? 

^ “ 


Q^Cl. 


s • 


4fcc.'y/i*  ysj/<^^' 

/ ; .✓-.  - _ ^ ^ s~ 


t>y 


7*^ 

7> 


<s 


Vramatick  Poets . 4 $ 5 

/raw  and  Tarugo,  in  this  Play : Nay  more,  the 
Plots  of  both  are  alike.  I leave  it  to  the  De- 
cifion  of  Mr.  Crown,  eor  any  other  who  have 
feen  the  Spanifr  Play.  In  the  mean  time,  I de- 
fire no  Man  to  rely  upon  my  Judgment ; but  if 
what  I have  faid  cannot  fave  him,  excufe  him 
upon  his  own  Plea,  in  his  own  Words. 

If  this  prevail  not , he  hopes  he sfafe from  danger , 
ForlVit  and  Malice  ought  not  to  reach  a Stranger. 

-t - 

William  Sampson. 

An  Author  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft:  He  was  fometimes  a Re- 
tainer to  the  Family  of  Sir  Henry  JViUoughby , 
of  Richley  in  Derbyjhire  ; and  was  the  Author 
of  a Play,  call’d 

Vow-breaker , or  The  Fair  Maid  of  Clifton,  in  0 
Nottinghamfhire ; divers  times  a&ed  by  feve- 
ral  Companies  with  great  applaufe,  printed  40. 
Lond.  1633.  and  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Anne  Wil- 
loughby, Daughter  to  Sir  Henry : in  which  E- 
piitle,  the  Author  concludes  thus;  ‘ Heaven 
‘ keep  you  from  Fawning  Parafites,  and  bulie 
‘ Goflips,  and  fend  you  a Husband and  a Good 
cOne ; or  elfe  may  you  never  make  a Holy  day. 

‘ for  Hymen.  As  much  Happinefs  as  Tongue 
‘can  fpeak,  Pen  can  write,  Heart  think,  or 
‘Thoughts  imagine,  ever  attend  on  you,  your 
‘Noble  Father,  and  ah  his  Noble  Family;  to 
6 whom  I ever  reft,  as  my  bounden  Duty,  a 
‘Faithful  Servant,  Will.  Samp  [on.  This  Play 
feems  founded  upon  Truth ; I have  likewife,  m ^ 
Ee  1 my 
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my  younger  Years,  read  a Ballad  compos’d  up- 
on the  fame  Subjeil. 

Our  Author  befides  this  Play,  joyned  with 
Mr. Markham  in  Herod  and  Antipater , which  I 
forgot  before.  But  as  for  the  Valiant  Scot , and 
How  to  chufe  a Good  JVifs  from  a Bad \ they  are 
in  my  Judgment  none  of  our  Author’s  writing; 
tho’ Mr.  Thilips  and  his  Follower  Mr .IVinftan- 
ley,  have  afcribed  them  to  him. 

0 George  Sandys,  Efq; 

A Gentleman  who  flouriQi’d  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Martyr ; if  one  may  fo  lay, of 
a Perfon,  who  fympathiz’d  fo  deeply  with  his 
Prince  and  Country  in  their  misfortunes.  He 
was  Son  to  his  Grace  2^t£tf»,Arch-bifh.of  Tork : 
and  was  bornintheYear  iy^at  Bijhops -Thorp?  ' 
in  the  fame  County,  being  his  Father’s  youngeffc 
Child*  He  was  fent  to  the  Univerfity  that  me- 
morable Year  iy88.  being  then  eleven  Years  of 
Age;  and  was  enter’d  of  St  .Mary  Hall  in  Oxford. 
How  long  he  flay’d,  I know  not : but  in  the 
Year  i(Sio.  memorable  for  the  Murder  of  that 
Great  Hero  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France, by  that 
Villain  Ravaillac , he  began  his  Travels  thro’ 
France , Italy , T urky,  <yEgypt,  Talefiine , fyc.  an 
Account  of  which  you  may  read  in  his  Travels, 
printed  Fol.  Lond.  i6y8.  But  ’tis  not  on  this 
Account,  but  his  Poetry,  that  he  is  here  men- 
tioned ; and  therefore  I {hall  hallen  to  fpeak 
of  his  Writings  in  that  kind,  and  firfl  of  that 
excellent  Piece  of  Dramatick  Poetry,  which  he 
has  left  us ; and  chiefly  in  this  Account  chal- 
lenges a particular  place  : viz. 

u Chrijl’s 
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CbrijFs  TctJJion,  a Tragedy,  with  Annota- 
tions, printed08o.  Lond.  1640.  and  dedicated  to 
King  Charles  the  Firlt*  This  Play  is  tranfiatefl 
from  the  Latin  Original  writ  by  Hugo  Grotius. 
This  Subje£t  was  handled  before  in  Greek , by 
that  Venerable  Perfon,  Apollinarius  of  Laodi- 
cea1  Bifhop  of  Hierapolis  ; and  after  him  by 
Gregory  Nazianzen:  tho’  this  of  Hugo  Grotiusf 
(in  our  Author's  Opinion)  tranfcends  all  on  this 
Argument.  As  to  the  Tranflator,  I doubt  not 
but  he  will  be  allow'd  an  Excellent  Artift,  by 
Learned  Judges ; and  as  he  has  follow’d  Ho- 
race's Advice  of  Avoiding  a fervile  Trans- 
lation* o 

JVec  verhum  verho  cur  obis  redder  e fidus 
Interpres  : 

So  he  comes  fo  near  the  Sence  of  the  Author, 
that  nothing  is  loft,  no  Spirits  evaporate  in 
the  decanting  of  it  into  Englijlo ; and  if  there 
be  any  Sediment,  it  is  left  behind.  This  Book  ' 
^was  reprinted  with  Figures,  8°.  Lond.  168^ 
Nor  are  his  other  Tranflations  lefs  valu'd, 
efpecially  Ovid's  MetamorphoJis?/£iir\tz&  with 
Cuts,  Fol.  Oxon.  163  z.^  This  Tranftation  was 
fo  much  efteem’d  in  former  times,  that  I find 
two  old  Copies  of  Verfes,  fpeaking  in  praife  of 
our  Author.  In  the  firft,  called  A Cenfure  of 
the  ToetSj  are  thefe  Lines : 

Then  dainty  Sands,  that  hath  to  EngliCh  done 
Smooth  Jliding  Ovid,  and  hath  made  him  One , 
JVith Jo  much fweetnefs , and  mufual  Grace , 

As  thd  the  neatnefs  of  the  Englilh  Face 

Ee  1 Should 
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Should  tell  your  fetting  Latin,  that  it  came 

But Jlewly  after , as  though ft  iff. or  lame. 

The  other  on  the  Time  Toets , fayes  thus, 

Sands  Metamorphos'd fo  into* another, 

IV e know  not  Sands,  and  O vid  from  each  other. 

To  this  I may  add  the  Tranfiation  of  the 
firft  Book  of  Virgil s tVEneis ; by  which  Spe- 
cimen, we  may  fee  how  much  he  has  excell’d 
& Mr.  Ogilby.  For  his  other  Divine  Pieces,  as 
his  Taraphrafe  on  the  Pfalms,Job,EccleJia/les, La- 
ment at  ions  <^Jeremiah,^r.AI  have  heard  then* ' 
much  admired  by  Devout  and  Ingenious  Per- 
fons,  and  I believe  very  defervingly. 

Having  done  with  his  Tranflations,  give  me 
leave  to  conclude  with  His  to  another  World, 
which  happen’dAat  his  Nephew,  Mr.  IViaf $ 
Houfe,  at  B oxley -Abbey  in  Kent : in  the  Chan- 
cel of  which  Parifh-Church  he  lyes  buried, 
tho’  without  a Monument;  and  therefore  I 
{hall  follow  my  Author,  from  whence  I col- 
le£led  this  Account,  by  tranfcribing  what  de- 
fer ves  to  be  infcrib’d  oh  a Monument ; viz. 

Georgius  Sandy sfoet arum  Anglorum fui  jdculi 
Trine eps,f  pultus  fuit  Martii  7>  Stilo  Anglic o. 

A A.D.  i 

^ Charles 

A Young  Gentleman,  whofe  Wit  began  to 
)bud  as  early,  as  that  of  the  Incomparable  Cow- 
ley ; and  was>  like  him  a King’s  Scholar,  when 
he  wrh  a Play  call’d 
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T amber  Jane  the  Great , a Tragedy  ailed  by 
their  Majefties  Servants,  at  the  Theatre-Royal; 
as  likewife  at  Oxford \ before  his  late  Majefty 
King]  Charles  the  Second,  at  his  meeting  the 
Parliament  there.  'Twas  printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  1681.  and  the  Defign.was  drawn  (as  the 
Author  owns  ) from  the  Novel  of  Tamerlane 
and  Afleria , in  oitavo : I have  fo  great  a value 
for  this  AuthorVPlay,  that  I cannot  but  wifh 
well  to  his  Mufefb ut  being  no  Poet,  I mull: 
fet  my  Hand  to  another  Mans  Wifhes : I mean 
Mr.  Banks , who  has  writ  a Copy  of  Verfes  on 
this  Play,  part  of  which  are  as  follow : 

Launch  out  young  Merchant  fie  w fet  up  of  Wit , 
The  JVorld's  before  thee , and  thy  flock  is  gr e at , 
Sail  by  thy  Mufe , but  never  let  her  guide , 

Then  without  danger, you  may  fafely  glide 
By  happier  Studies  fleer  d \ and  quickly  gain 
The  promifed  Indies  of  a hopeful  Brain, 

Bring  home  a Man  betimes , that  may  create 
His  Country ’s  Glory  in  the  Church , or  State . 

Elkanah  Settle.*- 

An  Author  now  living,  whofe  Mufe  is  chiefly 
addiiled  to  Tragedy ; and  has  been  tragically 
dealt  withal,  by  a Tyranical  Laureat ; which 
has  fomewhat  eclips’d  the  glory  he  at  firfl  ap- 
peared in : But  Time  has  her  viciflitudes ; and 
he  has  lived  to  fee  his  Enemy  humbled,  if  not 
juftly  punifhed  ; for  this  Reafon,  I lhall  not 
afrefli  animadvert  upon  his  fault,  but  rather 
bury  them  in  Oblivion ; and  without  any  Re- 
flexions on  his  Poetry,  give  a fuccinX  Account 

E e 4 of 
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of  thofe  Plays,  which  he  has  publifhed,  being 
Nine  in  Number ; viz . 

Catnbyfes  King  of  Perfia,  a Tragedy  ailed  at 
the  Dukes  Theatre ; printed  40.  3 d Edit.  Lond. 
161  and  dedicated  to  the  Illustrious  Princefs 
Anne , Dutchefs  of  Monmouth.  This  Tragedy 
is  written  in  Heroick  Verfe,  and  founded  on 
Hiltory.  For  the  Plot,  fee  JuJhny  Herodotus , 
Ammianus  Marcellmus , fee. 

Conquejl  of  China  by  the  Tar  tens,  a Tragedy 
ailed  at  the  Duke  s Theatre ; printed  40.  Lond. 
1676.  and  dedicated  to  the  Lord  Caftle-Rizing. 
This  is  alfo  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe,  and  founded 
on  Hillory.  See  Signior  Tala  fax  his  Hiflory  of 
China , tranflated  in  octavo ; John  Gonzales  de 
xjMendoza , Lewis  de  Guzman , fee. 

Emprefs  of  Morocco,  a Tragedy  in  Heroick 
Verfe;  ailed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  printed 
with  Sculptures  40.  Lond.  1673.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry , Earl  of  Nor- 
wich , and  Earl-Marfhal  of  England.  This  Play 
Mr.  T)ryden  writ  particularly  againft,  in  a 
Pamphlet  called,  Notes  and Obfervations  on  the 
Emprefs  of  Morocco  ; or  fome  few  Erratas  to 
be  printed  injieadof  the  Sculptures  with  the  fe- 
c&tid  Edition  of  that  Tlay  ; printed  4 °.  Lond. 
1674.  This  (as  I have  already  obferv’d)  was 
anfwered  by  another  Pamphlet,  which  fhewed 
Mr.  Dry  den  was  not  Infallible;  but  that  not- 
withstanding his  Bravadoes , he  himfelf  w’as  as 
faulty  as  others  : and  that  he  had  verified  the 
Spanijh  Proverb,  No  es  tan  bravo  el  Leon  come 
le  pint  an  ; The  Lyon  is  not  fo  fierce  as  they  paint 
him. 
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Fatal  Love,  or  The  forc'd  Inconflancy  ; a Tra- 
gedy ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal ; printed  40. 
Lond.  1 (£80.  and  dedicated  to  Sir  Robert  Owen. 
This  Play  is  founded  on  Achilles  Tatius  his  Ro- 
mance. called  Clitiphon  and  Leucippe  ; fee  Book 
the  fifth.  T^EngliJh  Reader  may  perufe  it 
tranflated  in  oilavo  printed  Oxon.  1638. 

Female  Prelate ; being  the  Hillory  of  the 
Life  and  Death  cf  Pope  : a Tragedy  ailed 
at  the  Theatre-Royal,  printed  40.  Lond.  1680. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable,  the  late 
Earl  of  Shaftsbury.  This  Play  being  founded 
on  Hillory,  fee  0 Marianus  Scotus , Sigibert , Sa- 
ke llicus  : and  for  the  Englijh,  he  may  read  Tla- 
tma  tranflated  in  Fol.  by  Sir  Taul  Ricault ; and 
the  Life  and  Death  of  Pope  Joan^  written  here- 
tofore in  a Dialogue,  by  Mr.  Alexander  Cooke, 
a Gentleman  formerly  a Fellow  of  Univerfity 
Colledge  in  Oxford : a Piece  fo  much  cry’d  up, 
and  admir'd  in  thofe  Times,  that  it  was  tranfla- 
ted into  French  by  J.  T)e  la  Montaigne . ?Tis 
now  publifhed  in  a fetDifcourfe  8°.  Lond.  16 7^. 
The  Reader  will  find  there  a Lift  of  thofe  Au- 
thors^who  affirm,  and  thofe  who  deny  the  truth 
of  this  Story. 

Heir  cfMorocco,  with  the  Death  of  Gayland\ 
ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  printed  40.  Lond 
1682.  and  dedicated  to  the  Lady  Henrietta 
Wentworth , Baronefs  of  Nettlejled. 

Tbraim , the  Illuftrious  Bajfa;  a Tragedy  in 
Heroick  Vcrfe,  ailed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre, 
printed  40.  Loyid.  167 7.  and  dedicated  to  the 
Dutchefs  of  Alberrnarle.  The  Play  is  founded 
on  M.  Scuderys  Romance  fo  called. 
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Love  and  Revenge , a T ragedy  a<51ed  at  the 
Duke  s Theatre ; printed^.  Lond.  1 6i?.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Late  Duke  of  Nevocafile.  5Tis 
a great  part  borrowed  from  a Play  called  The 
Fatal  Contract ; and  is  founded  on  the  French 
Chronicles : fee  'SWezerajtjDe  Senes.  &c.  ’Tis 
>itty  our  Author  was  fo  little  confideratc,  to 
: 'all  upon  Mr.  Shadwett  in  his  Poflfcript,  when 
' le  lay  fo  open  to  an  Attaque  himfelf : and  if  our 
Laureat  reply ’d  too  feverely  upon  him  in  his 
Preface  to  the  Liber tine^tw as  but  fe  defendendo ; 
and  he  being  the  Aggreflor,  ought  to  forgive  it. 
p Irajlor  Ftao , or  Faithful  Shepherd ; a Paftoral 
a&ed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre  ; printed  40 .Lond. 
1677.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable, 
the  Lady  Elizabeth  Delaval.  The  Play  was 
s?  written  in  Italian  by  Guar  mi , and  afterwards 
tranflatcd  by  Sir  Ric . Fanfhaw.  This  Tranflati* 
on  our  Author  has  follow’d,  being  a ffcranger to 
the  Italian  : tho’  pollibly  it  may  by  ill  natur’d 
Criticks  be  thought  a prefumption,  to  attempt 
to  improve  either  the  Original,  or  the  Copy. 

Our  Author  I think  has  feveral  Copies  of 
Verfes  in  print, befides  Profc ; but  becaufe  fome 
of  them  will  not  advance  his  Reputation  ; and 
of  others,  I know  not  exaftly  which  he  writ, 
I fhall  omit  further  mentioning  of  them  in 
this  place. 

I Tho.  Shad  well,  Efq. ; Toet  Lau- 
reat to  their  prefent  Majefties. 

A Gentleman,  whofe  Dramatick  Works  are 
vjfEciently  known  to  the  World;  but  efpe- 
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cially  his  Excellent  Comedies ; which  in  the 
judgment  of  fome  Perfons,  have  very  deferved- 
ly  advanced  him  to  the  Honour  he  now  enjoys, 
under  the  Title  of  Poet  Laureat  to  their  prefent 
Majefties.  An  Advancement  which  he  inge- 
nioufly  confefles,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  Pa- 
tronage of  the  Noble  Earl  of  Dorfet,  that  Great 
Judge  of  Wit  and  Parts ; in  whofe  Favour  it 
has  been  Mr.  Shadwell's  particular  Happinels 
for  feveral  Years,  to  have  had  an  Eminent 
Share.  Mr.  Dryden , I dare  prefume,  little  ima- 
gined, when  he  writ  that  Satyr  of  tSMackr 
Fkchnoe :,  that  the  Subjeft  he  there  fo  much 
expoles  and  ridicules,  fhould  have  ever  lived 
t&  have  fucceeded  him  in  wearing  the  Bays. 

But  I am  willing  to  fay  the  lefs  of  Mr.  Shad- 
welly  becaufe  I have  publickly  profefs’d  a 
Friendfhip  for  him  : and  tho’  it  be  not  of  fo 
long  date,  as  fome  former  Intimacy  with 
others  ; fo  neither  is  it  blemifhed  with  fome 
unhandfome  Dealings,  I have  met  with  from 
Perfons,  where  I leafl:  expe&ed  it.  I {hall 
therefore  fpeak  of  him  with  the  Impartiality 
that  becomes  a Critick ; and  own  I like  His 
Comedies  better  than  Mr.  Drydens ; as  having 
more  Variety  of  Charade rs,  and  thofe  drawn 
.from  the  Life ; I mean  Men’s  Converfe  and 
Manners,  and  not  from  other  Mens  Ideas,  co- 
pyed  out  of  their  publick  Writings  : tho’  in- 
deed I cannot  wholly  acquit  our  Prefent  Lau- 
reat from  borrowing ; his  Plagiaries  being  in 
lome  places  too  bold  and  open  to  be  difguifed, 
of  which  I fhall  take  Notice,  as  I go  along  \ 
tho’  with  this  Remark,  That  feveral  of  them 
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are  obferved  to  my  Hand,  and  in  a great  mea- 
lure  excufed  by  himfelf,  in  the  publick  Ac- 
knowledgment he  makes  in  his  feveral  Pre- 
faces, to  the  Perfons  to  whom  he  was  obliged 
for  what  he  borrowed. 

That  Mr  .Shadwell  has  propos’d  BJohnJ'on  for 
his  Model,  I am  very  certain  of ; and  thofe  who 
will  read  the  Preface  to  the  Humorifts , may  be 
fufhciently  fatisfied  what  a value  he  has  for 
that  Great  Man  ; but  how  far  he  has  fucceeded 
in  his  Delign,  I (hall  leave  to  the  Reader’s  Ex- 
amination. So  far  only  give  me  leave  to  pre- 
mile  in  our  Laureat’s  Defence,  that  the  Rea- 
der is  not  to  meafure  his  Merit  by  Mr.  Dry- 
den\  Standard ; fince  Socrates , never  was  more 
perfecutedby  the  Inhumane  Arijiophanes , than 
Mr.  Shadwell  by  Mr.  Dryderis  Pen ; and  with 
the  fame  injuftice  : tho’  I think,  whoever  fhall 
perufe  the  Modeft  Defence  of  the  former,  in 
his  Epiftle  tp  the  tenth  Satyr  of  Juvenal*  will 
not  only  acquit  him,  but  love  him  for  his  good 
Humour  and  gentle  Temper,  to  One  who  en- 
deavour’d to  deftroy  his  Reputation , fo  dear  to 
AH  Metiy but  the  very  'Darling  of  Poets  ; as  Ovid 
fays  (*), 

Quid  petitur  Jjacrisyntfi  tantum  fama  Poet  is  ? 

Hocvotum  nofir  i f'umma  labor  is  habet. 

TAt.  Shadwell  has  Fourteen  Plays  in  print, 
which  we  (hall  give  an  Account  of  in  the  Or- 
der we  have  begun,  viz.  Alphabetically  ; tho’ 
by  this  means  his  lafl;  Play  comes  firft  upon our 
Stage,  viz.  ' 
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Amorous  Bigot te,  with  the  Second  Part  of 
Tegue  O 1 )tvelfy\  a Comedy  ailed  by  their  Ma- 
jetties  Servants,  printed  40.  Loud.  idpo.  and  de- 
dicated to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles , Earl 
of  Shrewsbury. 

Bury  Fair , a Comedy  ailed  by  his  prefent 
Majemes  Servants,  printed  40.  Lond.16%9.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Rc.Honourable  Char  les , Earl  of 
Dorjet  and  Middlesex,  the  prefent  Lord  Cham- 
berlain of  his  Majefty’s  Houlhold.  How  diffi- 
cult it  is  for  Poets  to  find  a continual  Supply  of 
new  Humour,  this  Poet  has  fufficiently  ffiew’d 
in  his  Prologue  ; and  therefore  he  ought  to  be 
excus’d,  if  Old  IVit , and  Sir  Humphry  Noddy , 
have  fome  refemblance  with  Jujhce  fpoil  IVit, 
and  Sr  .John  Noddy  ; in  the  Triumphant  IVidow. 
Skilfull  Toets  relemble  excellent  Cooks , whofo 
Art  enables  them  to  drefs  one  Difh  of  Meat  fe- 
veral  ways ; and  by  the  Affiftance  of  proper 
Sawces,  to  give  each  a different  Relifh,  and  yet 
all  grateful  to  the  Palate.  Thus  the  Character 
of  La  Roche ) tho’  firft  drawn  by  Mollier e,  in  Les 
Precieufes  ridicules ^ and'afterwards  copy’d  by  Sir 
IV.  D'Auenant , Mr.  Betterton , and  Mrs.  Behn 
yet  in  this  Play  has  a more  taking  Air  than  in 
any  other  Play,  and  there  is  fomething  in  his 
Jargon,  more  diverting  than  in  the  Original 
it  felf. 

Epjom  IVells , a Comedy  ailed  at  the  Duke  s 
Theatre ; printed  40.  Lond.1676.  and  dedicated 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcafile . This  is 
fo  diverting,  and  withal  fo  true  a Comedy, 
that  even  Forreigners,  who  are  not  generally 
the  kindefi  to  the  Wit  of  our  Nation,  have  ex- 
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treamly  commended  it : and  it  is  no  fmall  ere* 
dit  to  our  Author,  that  the  Sieur  Z>e  Saint 
Euvremont , fpeakmg  of  our  Engl  if  Comedies 
in  his  EJfays , has  ranked  this  Play  with  Ben 
Johnforis  Bartholmew  Fair , as  two  of  our  moft 
diverting  Comedies.  ’Tis  true  that  fome  en- 
deavoured to  fix  a Calumny  upon  our  Author, 
alledging  that  this  Play  was  not  firgemess  : 
but  this  Stain  was  quickly  wip  cf  off,  by  the 
Plea  he  makes  for  himfelf  in  the  Prologue, 
lpoken  to  the  King  and  Queen  at  Whitehall , 
where  he  fays, 

Jf  this  for'  him  had  been  by  others  done , 

sifter  this  Honour  fur e they  d claim  their  own . 

Humorijls , a Comedy  adied  by  his  Royal 
Highnefies  Servants;  printed  40.  Lond.  1671. 
and  dedicated  to  the  moll:  Illuftrious  Margaret , 
Dutchefs  of  Newcajlle.  The  Delign  of  this 
Play  was,  To  reprehend  fome  of  the  Vices  and 
Follies  of  the  Bgey  which  is  certainly  the  mojl 
pr  oper  and  mojl  uj'eful  way  of  writing  Comedy . 
Rut  notwithstanding  the  Author’s  good  Defign, 
it  met  with  implacable  Enemies,  who  refolv’d 
to  damn  it  right  or  wrong  ; and  the  Author 
was  forc’d  to  mutilate  his  Play,  by  expunging 
the  chief  Defign,  to  prevent  giving  Offence. 
Thefe  and  other  Difadvantages  ( the  particu- 
lars of  which  you  may  read  in  the  Preface)  the 
Poet  met  with  : and  yet  I think  a Candid  Judge 
would  let  it  gafs  without  much  Cenfure ; and 
pardon  the  faults  of  the  Play,  for  that  Repa- 
ration that  is  made  for  it  in  the  Preface. 

Lancafhire  Witches , and  Teague  0 T)iveUy , 
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the  Irilh  Triejl ; a Comedy  a&ed  at  the  Dukes 
Theatre,  and  printed  40.  Lond.i68z.  This  Play 
was  written  in  the  Times  of  IVhig  and  Tory, 
therefore  was  oppofed  by  Tapijis  and  their  Ad- 
herents, for  the  fake  of  their  Dear-Joy,  Teague 
OT)ivelly:  but  neverthelefs  there  appeared  fo 
numerous  a party  in  the  Play’s  Defence,  that 
the  Play  lived  in  fpight  of  all  their  Malice. 
However,  I wifli  our  Author  for  his  own  fake, 
had  left  out  the  Chara&er  of  Smirk,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Defence  he  makes  for  it  in  the 
Preface,  and  his  Proteftation  of  having  a true 
value  for  the  Church  of  England:  for  ’tis  evi- 
dent that  her  Sons,  the  Clergy,  are  abufed  in 
that  Character ; particularly  in  the  firft  Scene 
of  the  fecond  ACt:  and  therefore  Mr.  Shadwell 
muff:  allow  me  a little  to  diftruft  his  fincerity, 
when  he  makes  fuch  large  Profeffions  of  Re- 
fpeCt  to  Gowns-men ; to  whom  I believe  his 
Obligations  are  greater  than  Kindnefs : other- 
wife,  he  would  not  have  fuffer’d  fuch  reflecti- 
ons to  have  pafled  his  Pen,  as  are  to  be  met 
with  in  his  Squire  of  Alfatia , and  the  Epilogue 
to  the  Amorous  Bigotte,<&c.  If  Mr.  Shadwell 
would  therefore  take  a Friend’s  Counfel,  I 
would  advife  him  to  treat  ferious  things  with 
due  RefpeCt;  and  not  to  make  the  Tulpit 
truckle  to  the  Stage  ; or  Preface  a Play,  with  a 
a Treatife  of  Religion : every  Man  has  his  Pro- 
vince, and  I think  the  Stating  of  Paflive  Obe- 
dience, and  Non-Refiftance,  is  none  of  Mr. 
Shadwell’s  : He  may  remember, that  Mr .T>ryden 
never  mifcarried  more , than  when  he  inter- 
meddled with  Church  Matters ; and  that  all 
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the  Art  and  Beauty  of  his  Abfahm  and  Achu 
tophel , will  hardly  make  Amends  for  the  Spots 
and  Blemifhes  that  are  to  be  found  in  his  Hind 
and T anther.  But  to  return  to' our  Subject: 
Mr.  Hey  wood  and  Mr.  Bronze  have  writ  a Play 
on  the  fame  Story  with  our  Author ; but 
how  much  this  exceeds  it,  will  be  evident  to 
unbyaflcd  Judges.  As  to  the  Magic k in  the 
Play,  our  Author  has  given  a very  good  Ac- 
count in  his  Notes,  from  the  Writings  of  Del- 
*70,  Bodinus , IVierus , fee.  and  I know  nothing 
that  we  have  in  this  Nature,  in  Dramatick  Po- 
etry, except  Ben.  Johnfons  Mafque  of  Queens, 
which  is  likewife  explained  by  Annotations. 

Libertine,  a Tragedy  a£ted  by  his  Royal 
Highnefles  Servants ; printed  40.  Lond.  1676. 
and  dedicated  to  JV'illiam  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 
This  Play,  if  not  regular,  is  atleaft  diverting  : 
which  according  to  the  Opinion  of  fome  of 
our  Firfl-Rate  Poets,  is  the  End  of  Poetry. 
The  Play  is  built  upon  a Subjeft  which  has 
been  handled  by  Spanijh,  Italian , and  French 
Authors  : there  being  four  Plays  extant  (fays 
my  Author)  on  this  Story.  I have  never  feen 
but  one,  viz.  Mollieres  VAthee  F oudro/e,vAuch 
it  appear’d  our  Author  has  read.  There  is  a 
Character  in  Sir  AJlon  Cockains  Ovid ; I mean 
that  of  Captain  Hannibal,  whofe  Cataftrophe 
is  like  that  of  Don  J^z&^which  (as  I have  faid) 
may  poflibly  be  borrowed  from  II  Atheijlo  ful- 
minato. 

Mifer,  a Comedy  a£ted  by  his  Majeflies  Ser- 
vants, at  the  Theatre-Royal;  printed  op. Lond. 
i6~]Z.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable 
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